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TO THE 


K | N G 


SIR, 


MIDST the cqnegratu- 
- lations and pyaifes of a 
free, a joyful, and now united 


people, 


vi DEDICATION. 


| people, who are, ambitieus to 
exprefs their duty and their 
wifhes in their varivus: claffes ; 
I think myfelf happy to have 
Your Majesty's moft gra- 
cious permiflion to approach 
You, and, after the 1n.nner of 
the people whole chara@er I 
have aflurred, to bring an 


humble offering in my hand. 


As fome part of my fubje& 
led me to confider the advan-~ 


| tages 
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tages of our excellent conftitu- 
tion in.comparifon of others ; 
my thoughts were naturally 
turned to Your Mayzsry, as 
its ewarmeft friend and moft 
powerfyl protector ; and as the 
whole .is intended, to recom- 
mend the practice of virtue, 
as, the means of happinefs ; 
to whom could & addrefs it 
with fo mueh- propsiety, as to 
a Princes who illuftrates and 


enforces 
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enforces the precepts of the 
moralift by his life. 


Iam, 
May it pleafe Your Majesty, 
Your Majesty's 
Mott faithful, moft obliged, 
And moft obedient 


Subject and Servant, 


John Hawkefworth. 


ALMORAN 


AND 
HAM E T 
she se sie Se alee de ese dete Rete Te 


Cdl Ae de 


‘HLO is he amang the cmnidres, 

of the earth,,that repines at 

the power of the wicked? and who 
is he, that would chusge e the lot o£ 
the righteous ?, Fle, who has*appoint- 
ed to.each’ his portion, is God; the 
Omnailciens and the Almighty, who 
fills “eternity, ,and” whole exiftence is 
Vot. B froin 
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from Himfelf! but he who murmurs, 
is man; who yefterday was not, and 
who to-morrow fhall be forgotten : let 
him liften in filence t the voice of 
knowlege, and hide the bluthes of con- 
fufion in the duft. 


Sglyman; the mighty and the wiie. 
who, in the one hundred and fecond- 
year of the Hegyra, fat upon the thrcne 
of Perfia, had two fons, ALtmorAN 
and Hamet, and they were twins. 
Atmoran was the frft born, but 
Solyman divided ‘Ais affection equally 
between them: they were both lodged 
in the fame part of the feraglio, both 
were attended y the ‘fame {ervants, 
and both received jnftructicns from the 
fame teacher, 

One 
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One of, the firft things that ALmo- 
RAN learnt, -was the prerogative of his 
birth; and he was .taught very earlp 
to fet a*high value upon it, by the 
terms in. which thofe about him ex- 
preffed their fenfe of the power, the 
{plendor, and the delights of royalty. 
‘Ag his miad gradually opened, he na- 
tuffally confidered thefe as the objects 
of univerfal defire, and the means of 
fupremes felicity : he was often re- 
minded, that*the time was coming, 
when the fole pofefian of fovereign 
power would enable him to fulfil all 
his wifhes, to determitte the fate of 
dependent nations with nad, and dif- 
penfe life and death, and happinefs and 
mifery, at his will: he was flattered by 
thofe who. -hoped to draw wealth and 7 
dignity from. pis favour; and intereft | 

B 2 prompted 
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prompted all who approached him, ‘to 
adminifter to his pleafures with a zeal 
and affiduity, which had the appear- 
ance of reverence to his meri, and af- 
fection to his perfon. 


Hamer, on the contrary, een be- 
came fenfible of a fubordinate ftation : 
he was not, indeed, negleéted; but he 
was not much -carefied. When the 
gratification of HamMET came in com- 
petition with that of Aumo RAN, he 
was always obliged ta give it up, ex- 
cept when Solyman interpofed : his 
mind was, therefore, naturally led to 
feek for héppindfs in objeats very dif- 
ferent from thofe which had fixed the 
attention of Armoran. Ashe knew 
not to how ‘narrow a {phére caprice 


er jealoufy mi ght ‘confine him, .he 
confidered 
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confidered. what’ pleafures were leaft 
dependent’ upon external advantages ; 
and as the firft popular commotior? 
which fhould happen after his brother’s 
acceffion to the throne, might proba- 
bly coft him his life, he was very in- 
quifitive about the {tate into which his 
fpjtit would be difmiffed by che Angel 
of Death, and very diligent to do 
whatever might fecuré him a fhare of 
the pernfanent and unchangeable fe- 
licity of Paradife. 


This difference in he fituation of 
Aumoran and Hamer, produced 
great diffimilarity in thei? dtipofitions, 
habits, and characters ; ; to which, per- 
haps, nature might nfo in fome de- 
gree © contrfbute. ALM ORAN was 
haughty, vain,eand "voluptuous ; Ha- 

B 3 MET 
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| MET was gentle, courteous, and tempe- 
rate: ALMORAN was volatiie, impetu- 
‘ous, and irafcible,; Flamer was thought- 
ful, patient, and forbearing. Upon 
the heart of Hamer aifo were writ- 
ten the inftructions of the Prophet; to 
his mind futurity was prefent by habi- 
tual anticipation ; his pleafurs, chis 
pain, his hopes, and his fears, were 
perpetually referred to the Invifible 
and Almighty Father of Life, by fen- 
timents of gratitude or refignaticn, 
complacency or confidence; fo that 
his devotion was not periodical but 
conftant. 


But ‘the views or ALMORAN were 
terminated by nearer objects : his mind 
was perpetually bufied in the anticipa- 
tion of pleafures 4nd honours, Which 

he 
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he ‘fuppofed to be neither uncertain "nor 
remote; thefe excited his hopes, with 
a power fufficient to fix his attention » 
he did‘*not look beyond them for 
other objeétsy nor enquire how enjoy- 
ments more diltant were to be acquir- 
ed; and as he fuppofed thefe to be 
already fecured to him by his birth, 
tHtare was nothing he was folicitous to 
obtain ag the reward of merit, nor any 
thing that. he confidered himfelf to 
poffefs as the ebounty of Heaven. If 
the fublime and difinterefted reéti- 
tude that: produces and rewards ft- 
felf, dwells indeed with, man, it dwelt 
not with ALMORAN :, with refpedct to 
God, therefore, he was not impreffed 
with a fenfe eithér of eduty or depen- 
dence; he felt neither reverence nor 
love, gratitude nor refigndtion : in ab- 
ftaining froth evil, he was not intentio- 
B 4 nally 
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nally good ; he practifed the externals of 


morality without virtue, and performed 
«the rituals of devotion without piety. 


Such were ALMoRAN and Hamer, 
when Solyman their father, full. of 
days and fullof honour, flept im peace 
the fleep of death. With this eveng 
they wefe immediately acquainted. 
The emotions of ALMoran were fuch 
as it was impoffible to conceal: the joy 
that he felt in fecrct was fo great, that 
the mere dread of difappointment for 
a moment fufpended his belief of what 
he heard: when his fears and his 
doubts gave way, his cheeks were fuf- 
fufed with fudden blufhes, and his eyes 
fparkled with exultation. and impati- 
ence: he looked eagerly about him, as 
if in hafte to act; yet his looks were 


embarraffed, and his geRures irrefolute, 
becaule 
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bechufe he knew -not what to do: fe 
uttered fome. incoherent fentences, 
which difcovered at once the joy that 
he felt, afel his-fenfe of its impropriety ; 
and his whole deportment expreffed 
the utmoft tumult and perturbation of 
mind. 


Upon Hamer, the death of his fa- 
ther produced a very different effect: 
ag foon as,he heard it, his lips trembled 
and his countenance grew pale; he 
ftood motionlefs a moment, like a pil- 
grim transfixed by lightning in the de= 
fert ; he then {mote his breaft, and look- 
ing upward, his eyes by ‘degrees over- 
flowed with tears, -and they fell, like 
dew diftilling from the mountain, in a 
‘calm and filent fhower. As his grief 
was thus mingled with devotion, his 

mind 
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niind in a fhort time recovered its 
tranquillity, though not isechearfulnefs, 
and he defired to be conducted to his 
brother. 


He found him. furrounded by the 
lords of his court, his eye till reftlefs 
and ardent, and his deportment elate 
and afluming. Hamer preffed hafiily 
through the circle, and proftrated him- 
felf before him: Ax.mop an received 
the homage with a tunvelcuous pleafure; 
but at length raifed him from the 
ground, and affured him of his protec- 
tion, though, without any expreffions 
either of kindaefs or of forrow: ‘ Ha- 
‘met,’ fays he, ¢ if I have no caufe 
to complain vf, you as a-fubjedt, you 
‘fhall have no cauie to complain of. 
‘me as a king,’ Hamer, whofe 

heart 
5 
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heart was again pierced by the. coll 
and diftant behaviour of his. brother, 
fuppreffed the figh that ftruggled m | 
his bofom, and fecretly wiped away the 

tear that ftarted to his eye: he retired, 
with his looks fixed upon the ground, 
to aremote corner of the apartment; 
and though his heart yrarnee to em- 
bracé his brother, his modeft diffidence 
reftrained him from intruding upon 


thé king. 


In this fituation were ALMoRawN and 
Hamet, when Omar entered the a” 
partment. Omar, upon. whofe head 
the hand of time became heavy, had 
from his youth acquainted himfelf with 
wifdom: to him. nature* had revealed 
herfelf in the filence of the night, when 
his lamp was burnmg alone, and his 

eyes 
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eyes only were open: to him was 
known the power of the Seal of Solo, 
mon; and to-him the knowlege of 
things invifible had been revealed. Nor 
was the virtue of Omar inferior to his 
knowlege ; his heart was a fountain of 
good, which though it Howed through 
innumerable flreams was never airy : 
yet was the virtue of Omar cloathed 
with humility; and he was ftill prefling 
nearer to perfection, by a devotion 
which though elevated was rational, 
and though reguler was warm. From the 
council of Oerar, Solyman had de- 
rived glory and ftreneth; and to him 
he had cdmrhitted the education of his 
children. 


When he entered the apartment, the 
croud, touched at once with reverence 
and 
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and Jove, drew back; every eye was 
cat downward, andsevery tongue: was 
filent. The full of days approached 
the king, “and kneeling before him he 
put into his.hared a fealed paper: the 
king received it with tmpatience, fee- 
ing it fuperfcribed with the hand of his 
fathe: ‘and Omar looking . round, 
and perceiving Hamer, beckoned him 
to come forward. Hamet, whofe 
obedience to Omar had been fo long 
habitual that it was now almoft fpon- 
taneous, inftantly drew near, though 
with a flow and irrefoluee pace; and 
AtmorAn, having broken’ the feal of 
the paper, began to read it towhiméelf, 
with a look that expreffed, the utmott 
anxiety and impatience. Omar kept his 
eye fixed upon him, and foon perceived 
that his countenance was disfigured by. 

confufion 
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confufion and trouble, and that he 
feemed preparing to put up the paper 
in his bofom: he then produced an- 
other paper from under his robe, and 
gave it to Hamer: < This,’ fays he, 
“is acopy of the will of Solyman, 
* your father; the original ‘is in the 
© hand-of ArmoraNn: read it,» and 
: you will find that he has bequeathed 
¢ his kingdom between you.’ 


The eyes of all prefent were naw 
turned upon Hamer, who ftood filent 
and motionicls with amazement, but 
was foon roufed to attention by the ho- 
mage that was paid him. In the mean 
time, ALMQRAN’s confufion increafed 
every moment: his difappointment | 
was agoravated by the fudden attention 
of thofe who were prefent to his bro- 

ther > 
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ther; and his jealoufy made him think 
himfelf neglected, while thofe a@s of 
duty were performed to Hamer, which 
were now known to be his right, and 
which he had himfelf received before 
him. 


Hamer, however, regarded but lit- 
tle what fo much excited the envy of 
Atmoran;° his mind was employed 
upon fuperior objects, and agitated by 
nobler paffions : the coldnefs of his 
brother’s behaviour, though it had 
grieved had not quenched his affection ; 
and as he was now no longer reftrained 
by the deference due from a I fubjed to 
his king, he ran to him, and catching 
him to hig breaft attempted to fpeak ; 
but his heart was too fyll, and he could 
exprefs his afféction and joy only by 

his 
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his tears. ALMoran rather faffered 
than received the embrace; and after 
a few ceremonies, to which neither of 
them could much attend, they retired 
to feparate apartments. | 


CHAP. 


ALMORAN anpHAMET. 17 


CHAP. I. 


HEN Axmoran was alone, 

he tmmediately locked the 

door; and throwing himfelf upon a 
fofa in-an agony of vexation and dif- 
apgintment, of which he was unwil- 
ling there fhould be any witnefs, he re- 
volved ip his mind all the pleafures 
and. honours of fupreme dominion 
which had now duddenly been fnatched 
from him, with a degree of anguifh 
and regret, not proportioned to their 
real, but their imaginary value. Of 
future good, that which we obtain is 
found to be lefs than our expecta- 
tions; but that of which we are difap- 
pointed, we fuppofe would have been 
more: thus do the children of hope 
Vou. I. Cc extract 
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extract evil, both from what they 
gain, and from what they-lofe. But 
Atmoran, after the firft tumult of 
his mind had fubfided, begar+to con- 
fider as well what was left him, as 
what had been taken away. He was 
fill without a fuperior, though he had 
an equal; he was ftill a king, though 
he did not govern alone: and with,te- 
fpect to every individual in his domini- 
ons, except one, his will would ncw 
be a Jaw, though with refpeét to the 
public, the concurrence of his brother 
Would be neceffary to give it force. 
‘ Let me thep,” fays he, ‘ make the 
‘ mott of the -power that is now put 
‘ into my ‘hand, and wait till fome fa- 
‘ vourable opportunity fhall offer to 
‘ increafe it. Let me diffemble my 
* jealoufy and difappointment, that I 

7 4 may 
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© may not alarm fufpicion, or put fre 
‘ virtues of Hamer upontheir guard 
‘ againft me; and let me contrive to 
“ give our joint adminiftration fuch a 
* form, as may beft favour my de. 
* fien.’ 7 


Such were the reflections, with 
which Armoran {oothed the anguifh 
of his mind; while Hamer was bu- 
fied in {peculations of a very different 
kind. df he was pleafed at reflecting, 
that he was raifed froma fubjeét toa 
prince; he was pteafed {till more, 
when he confidered his elevation as a 
teft of his father’s affection to his perfon, 
and approbation of his tontluct : he 
was alfo delighted with the thought, 
that his brother was affociated with 


him ih the arduous tafk which he -was 
C 2 now 
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now called to perform. ‘ If } had beer 
‘ appointed to govern alone,’ faid he, 


» © I fhould have had no equal; and he 


‘ who has no equal, thougithe may 
‘ have faithful -fervants, can have no 
‘ friend : there cannot be that union 
‘ of interefts, that equal participation 
* of good, that unreftrained inter- 
* courfe of mind, and that mutual 
¢ dependence, which conftitutes the 

© pure and exalted happinefs of friend- 
‘fhip. With Atmoran, J fhall 
< fhare the fupreme delight of wreft- 
¢ ing the innocert and the helplefs 
‘ from the iron hand of oppreffion ; of 
© animating merit by reward, and re- 


© ftraining the unworthy by fear: J 


¢ fhall fhare, with Atmoran, the 
‘ pleafures of governing a numerous, 


a powerful, and a happy people ;. 


«6 plea- 
ere pracy KTHRAR 
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« pléafures. which, however great, are, 
« like all others, increafed by partici- 
© pation. 


While Hamer :was thus enjoying 
the happinefs, which his virtue derived 
from the’ fame fource, from which the 
vices of ALMoran had filled his breaft 
with anguifh and difcontent; Omar 
was contriving in what manner their 
joint governmenés could beft be carried 
into execution. 


He knew that Solyman, having 
confideted the difpofitions of his fons, 
was of opinion, that if tHey ‘had been: 
blended in one perfon, they would have 
produced a character more fit to go-— 
vern in his ftead, than either of them 
alone: Armoran, fie thought, was 

C 3 £00 
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too volatile and warm; but he fufpect- 
ed, that Hamet would fink into inaGi- 
vity for want of {pirit: he feared alike 
Atmoran’s love of enterprize, and 
Hamet’s fondnefs for retirement: he 
obferved, in Hamer, a placid eafinefs 
of .temper, which might fuffer the 
reins of ‘government to lie too lowfe ; 
and, in ALMORAN, a quicknefs of re- 
fentment, and jealoufy of €ommand, 
which might hold them too tight: he 
hoped, therefore, that by leaving them 
4 joint dominion,-he fhould blend their | 
difpofitions, at leaft in their effects, in 
every act of government that. fhould 
take. place;- Or that, however they 
fhould agree to adminifter their go- 
vernment, the public would derive be- 
nefit from the virtues of both, with- 
Ont danger of fufering from their im- 

Evens 
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perfections, as ‘their imperfections 
would only’operate againft each other, 
while, in whatever ‘was right, their 
minds would naturally concur, as 
the coincidence of re@titude with re@i- 
tude is neceffary and eternal. But he 
did not confider, that different difpo- 
fitions operating feparately upon two 
different wills, would appear in effe@s 
very unljke thofe, which they would 
concur to produce in one: that two 
wills, under the direction of difpofi- 
tions fo different, would feldom be 
brought to coincidé, and that more 
mifchiefs would probably arife from 
the conteft, than from “the imperfec- 
tions of either alone. 


_ But Solyman had fo long applauded 


himfelf for his project before he re- 
C 4 vealed 
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vealed it to Omar, that Omar found 
him too much difpleafed -with any ob- 
jection, to conficer its weight: and 
knowing that peculiar notions are more 
rarely given up, than opinions received 
from others, and made our own only 
by adoption, he at length acquiefced, 
left he fhould by farther oppofition lofe 
his influence, which on other occaficns 
he might ftill employ to the advantage 
of the public; and took a folemn oath, 
that he would, as far as was in his 
power, fee the will carried inta execu- 
tion. 


To this, indeed, he confented with- 
out much reluctance, as he had little 
lefs reafon to fear the fole government 
of Atmoran, than a joint adminiftra- 
tions and if a ftruggle for fuperiority 

fhould 
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fhould happen, he hoped the virtues of 
Hamet wodld obtain the fuffrages of 
the people in his favour, and eftablifh 
him upon the throne alone. But as 
change is itfelf an evil, and as changes 
in government are feldom produced 
without ‘great confufion and calamity, 
he applied himfelf to confider in what 
manfer the government of ALMoRAN | 
and Hamer could be adminiftered, fo 
as moft effectually to blend their cha- 
raéters jn their. adminiftration, and 
prevent the conduct of one from excit- 
ing jealouty in the otRer. 


After much thought, he determined 
that a fyftem of laws th8ul€ be pre- 
pared, which the fons of Solyman 
fhould examine and alter till they per- 
feétly* approved, and to which they 

fhould 
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fhould then give the fanction of their 
joint authority : that when any addition 
or alteration fhould be thought necef- 
fary, it fhould be made in the fame 
manner; and that when any infuper- 
able difference of fentiment happened, 
either in this or in any act of. preroga- 
tive independent of the laws for regu- 
lating the manners of the people, ‘rhe 
kings fhould refer it to fone perfon of 
approved integrity and wilaom, and 
abide by his determination. Omar 
eafily forefaw, that when the opinion 
of Atmoran tnd Hamer fhould 
differ, the opinion of ALMorAnN would 
be eftablifhed ; for there were many 
caufes that would render ALMoRaw 
inflexible, and Hamer yielding: AL- 
MORAN was naturally confident and 
affuming, es difident and mo- | 
deft ; 
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deft; ALMORAN was impatient of con- 
tradiction, HAMET was attentive to 
argument, and folicitous only for the 
difcovery of truth, Atmoraw alfo 
conceived, -that by the will of his 
father, he had fuffered wrong; Ha- 
meET, that he had received a favour: 
Atmoran, therefore, was difpofed to 
refent the firft appearance of | oppofi- 
tion; and, Hamer, on the contrary, 
to acquicfce, as in his fhare of go- 
vernment, whatewer it might be, he 
had more than was his right by birth, 
and his brother had Ilefs. Thus, 
therefore, the will of A.umoran 
would probably predominate in the 
ftate: but as the fame tavfe which 
conferred this fuperiority, would often 
prevent ‘contention, Omar confidered 
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it, upon the whole, rather as good 


than evil. 


When he had prepared his plan, 
therefore, he fent a copy of it, by 
different meffengers at the fame time, 
both to Armoran and Hamet, in- 
clofed in a letter, 1n which he expreft 
his fenfe of obligation to their father, 
and his zeal and affection fur-thcm : he 
mentioned the promife he had made, 
to devote himfelf to their fervice ; 
and the oath he had taken, to pro- 
pofe whatever he thought might fa- 
cilitate the , accomplifhment of their 
father’s defign, with honour to 
them and happinefs to their people : 
thefe motives, which hs could not 
refit without impiety, he hoped 

| would 
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would abfolve him from prefump- 
tion; and trafling jn the re¢titude 
of his intentions, he left the iffue to 
God. 


CH AP, 
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CHAP. Il. 


HE receipt of this letter threw 

ALMORAN into another agony 
of indignation: he felt again the lofs 
of his prerogative; the offer of ad- 
vice he difdained as an infult, to which 
he had been injurioufly fubyected by 
the will of his father; and he was dif- 
pofed to reject whatever was fuygelted 
by Omar, even before his propofal 
was known. With this temper of 
mind he began to read, and at every 
paragraph took new offence; he deter- 
mined, however, not to admit Omar 
to the honour of a conference upon, 
the fubjeét, but to fettle a plan of 
government with his brother, without 
the leaft regard to his advice. 


5 | A fu- 
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A fupercilious attention to minute 
formalities, is a Certain indication of a 
little mind, confcious to. the want of 
innate dignfty, and folicitous to de- 
rive from others what it carinot fupply 
to itfelf: as the fcrupulous exaction 
of every trifling tribute difcovers the 
weaknefs of the tyrant, who fears his 
claim *fhould be difputed; while the 
prince, who is confcious of fuperior 
and indifputable power, and knows 
that the ftates he has fubjugated do 
not dare to revolt, fcarce enquires 
whether fuch teftimoniess of allegiance 
are given or not. 


Thus, the jealoufy of ALm®ran 
already enflaved him to the punétilios 
cf ftate; and the moft trifling circum 
ftanctes involved him in perplexity, 

or 
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or fired him with refentment: the 
friendfhip and fidelity. of Omar ftung 
him with rage, as infolent and intru- 
five ; and though it determined him 
to an immediate interview with his bro- 
ther, yet he was embarraffed how to 
procure it. At firft he rofe, and was 
about to go to him; but he ftopped: 
fhort with difdain, upon refleting, 
that it was an act of condefcenfion 
which might be deemed an acknow- 
ledgement of fuperiority : he then 
thought of fending for Hamer tocome 
to him ; but this he feared might pro- 
voke him, as implying a denial of his 
equality: at length he determined to | 
propofe a meeting in the chamber of 
council, and was jut difpatching an 
officer with the meflage, when Ha- 
MET entered the apartment. 


The 
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The countenance of Hamer was 
flufhed with joy, and his heart was 
warmed with the pleafing fenfations of 
affection And confidence, by the fame 
letter, from which ALMoran had ex- 
tracted the bitternefs of jealoufy and 
refentment; and as he had no idea. 
that an act of courtefy to his brother 
could derogate from his own dignity 
or importance, he indulged the honelt. 
impatience of his heart to communi- 
cate the pleafure with which it over- 
flowed: he was, indeed, fomewhat 
difappointed, to find"no traces of fatis- 
faction in the countenance of ALM o-- 
RAN, when he faw the fame paper 
in his hand, which had ‘impreffed {o. 
much upon his own. | 
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- He waited fome ume after the firft 

falutations, withgut mentioning the 
fcheme of government he was come to 
concert; becaufe having objerved that 
.ALMORAN ‘was embarraffed and dif- 
pleafed, he expected that he would 
communicate the caufe, and pleafed 
himfeif with the hope that he might 
remove it: finding, however, that chis 
expectation was dilappointed, he ad- 
dreffed him to this effect : 


* How happy are we, my dear bro- 
* ther, in the wifdom and fidelity of 
© Omar! how excellent is the fyftem 
‘ of government that he has propofed ! 
* how erfy and honourable will it be to 
‘us that govern, and how advantage- 
‘ ous to the people that obey ? 


< The 
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‘ The advantages,’ faid A.mo- 
RAN, * which you feem to have difco- 
‘ vered, are not evident to me: tell 
* me, then, what you imagine they 
* are, and I wilbafterwards give you my 
* opinion.’ 


‘ By eftablifhing a fyftem ‘of laws 
‘"as the rule of gévernment,’ faid Ha- 
MET, ‘many evils will be aveided, and 
« many benefits procured. If-the law 
* is the will only of the fovereign, it can 
¢ never certainly be known to the peo# 
¢ ple: many, therefore, may violate tha 
‘rule of right, which the hand off 
« the Almighty has written: upon the: 
« living tablets of the heart,® in the pre¢ 
« fumptuous hope, that it will not fub@ 
* je them to punifhment; and thofe,” 
‘ by whom that rule is fulfilled, wih 
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not enjoy that confciousnefs of fecu- 
rity, which they would derive from 
the protection: of a prefcribed law, 
which they have never broken, Nei- 
ther will thofe who are inclined to 
do evil, be equally reftrained by the 
fear of punifhment; if neither the 
offence is afcertained, nor the punifh- 
ment prefcribed. One motive to pro- 
bity, therefore, will be wanting ; 
which ought to be fupplied, as well 
for the fake of thofe who may be 
tempted to offend, as of thofe who 
may fuffer by the offence. Befides, 
he who governs not by a written and 
a public Ja’, muft either adminifter 


‘that government in perfons or by 


others: if in perfon, he will fink 
under a labour which no man‘is able 
to fultain; and if by others, the in- 
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feriority of their rank muft fubjec 
them to temptations which it cannot 
be hoped they will always refift, and 
to prejudices which it will perhaps be 
impoffible for them .to furmountr. 
Bur to adminifter government by a 
law which afcertains the offence, and 
directs the punifhment, integrity 
glone will be fufficient; and as the 
perverfion of juftice will in this cafe 
be notorious, and depend not upon 
opinion but fact, ic will feldom be 
practifed, becaute it will be eafily pu- 
nifhed.’ 


ALMORAN, who had heard the opr- 


nions of Hamer with imapagience and 
{corn, now ftarted from his feat with a 
proud and contemptuous afpect: he 


‘hrit glanced his eyes upon his brother ; 
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and. then looking difdainfully down- 
ward, he threw back his robe, and 
firetching out his hand‘from him, ¢ Shall 
“the fon of Solyman,’ faid he, * upon 
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whofe will the fate of nations was ful- 
pended, whole {miles and frowns 
were ‘alone the criterions of right 
and wrong, before whom the voice 
of wifdom itfelf was filent, end the 
pride even of virtue humbled in the 
duft; fhaH the fon of Solyman be 


harneffed, Hke a mule, tn the tram- 


mels of law? fhall he become a 
mere inftrument,to execute what o- 
thers have devifed? fhall he only de- 


‘clare the dererminations of a ftatute, 


and fhallhiseat be affronted by claims 
of right? Ic is the glory of a prince, 


to punifh for what and whom he will, 


<0 be the fovereign, not only of pre- 
* perty, 
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© perty, but of life; and to govern 
‘ alike without prefcription or ap- 


¢ peal.’ 


Hamer,. who was ftruck with afto- 
nifhment at this declaration, and the 
vehemence with which it was uttered, 
after a fhort recolle€tion made this re- 
ply: ‘ It is the glory of a prince, to 
‘ govern others, as he is governed by 
¢ }lim, who is alone moft merciful and 
‘almighty! It is his glory to prevent 
‘ crimes, rather than to difplay his pow- 
‘er in punifhment; ‘to diffufe happi- 
‘nefs, rather than inforce fubjection ; 
“and rather to animate with love, than 
‘deprefs by fear. Has rfot He thar 
‘fhall judge us, given us a_ rule of 
‘ life by which we thall be judged ? is 
“not our reward and -punifhment al- 

D¢ © ready 
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“ ready fet before us? are not His pro- 
‘mifes and threatenings, motives to 
© obedience ? and have we not confi- 
‘ dence and joy, when we havé obeyed? 
‘To God, His own divine perfections 
© are alaw, and thefe He has tran{cribed 
“ asalawtous. Let us, then, govern, 
‘ as we are governed; let us fcek our 
‘ happinets in the happine!s that we be- 
“ ftow, and our honour in emulating 
* the benevolence of Heaven.’ 


As Atmoran feared, that to pro- 
ceed farther in this argument would 
too far difclofe his fentiments, and put 
HIameEr too fhuch upon his guard; he 
détermined for the prefent to diffymble : 
and as he perceived, that Hamet’s opi- 
‘nion, and an adminiftration founded Up=- 
‘on if, would render him extreamly po-. 


polar, 
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pular, and at length poffibly eftablith 


him alone; he: was now folicitous only 
to withdraw him from public notice, 
and perfudde him to leave the govern- 
ment, whatever form it fhould receive, 
to be adminiftered by others: return- 
ing, therefore, to his feat, and affum- 
ing an appearance of complacence and 
tranguillity, with which he could not 
form his language perfectly to agree ; 
‘ J.et us then,’ faid he, § if a law 
muft be fet up in our ftead, leave 
the law to be executed by our flaves : 
‘ and as nothing will be left for us to 
do, that is worthy of us, let us de- 
* vote durfelves to the Peafures of 
eale; and if there are any enjoy- 
* ments peculiar to royalty, let us fe- 
“* cure them as our only diftin@tion from | 
the multitude.’ 
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‘ Not fo,” fays Flamer ; ‘ for there 
is yet much for a prince to do, after 
* the beft fyftem of laws has been efta- 
blifhed : the government of a nation 
¢ as a whole, the regulation and extent 
¢ of its trade, the eftablifhment of ma- 
nufactories, the encouragement of 
_ © genius, the application of the reve- 
¢ nues, and whatever can improve the 
‘ artsof peace, and fecure fuperiority 
‘in war, is the proper object of a 
¢ king’s attention. 


« But in thefe,” faid ALMORAN, $ tt 
‘ will be dsfiicult for two minds to 
“ concug; Jet us, then, agree to leave 
¢ thefe alfo to the care of fome other, 
¢ whom we can continue as long as 
‘ we approve, and difplace when we 
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‘-approve no longer: we fhall, by 
‘ this expedient, be, able to avert 
t the odium of any unpopular mea- 
‘dure; and by the facrifice of a 
‘ flave, we can always fatisfy the 
‘ peonle, and filence public difcon- 
* ‘tent.’ 


* To truft implicitly to another,’ 
fays Hamet, © 1s to give up a prero- 
© gative, which is at once our higheft 
‘ duty and intereft to keep; itis to be- 
© tray our truft, and to facrifice our ho- 
‘ nour to another. Thé prince, who 
leaves the government of his people 
implicitly to a fubjeé, leaves it to 
‘ one, who has many more tenfptati- 
“ ons to betray their intereft than him- 
‘ felf: a vicegerent is in a fubordinate 

{tation > 
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“ ftation; he has, therefore, much to 
“fear, and much to hope: he may 
‘alfo acquire the power of obtaining 
¢ what le hopes, and averting what he 
‘ fears, at the public expence; he may 
“ftand in need of dependents, and 
“may be able no otherwife to procure 
‘them, than by conniving at the fraud 
¢ or the violence which they commit: he 
« may receive, in bribes, an equivalent 
‘for his fhare, as an individual, in the 
‘ public profperity ; for his intereft is 
© not effentially connected with that of 
‘the flate; he, has a feparate intereft ; 
‘but the intereft of the ftate, and of 
‘the king, are one: he may even be 
< corrupted to betray the councils, and 
© give up the interefts of the nation, 
‘roa foreign power; but this is im- 
“poffible to the king; for nothing 
‘ equivalent 
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© equivalent to what he would give up, 
could be offeted hin But as a 
“king has not equal temptations to do 
‘wrong, neither is he equally expofed 
“to oppofition, when he does right: 
‘the meafures of a fubftitute are fre- 
“quently oppofed, merely from inté- 
*reft,; becaufe the leader of a faction 
* againft him, hopes, that if he can re- 
‘move him by popular clamour, he 
‘ fhall fucceed to his power; but it 
‘can be no man’s intereft to oppofe 
“the meafures of a king, if his mea- 
‘fures are good, becaufé no man can 
‘hope tofupplant him. Are not thefe 
¢ the precepts of the Prophet, whofe wif- 
<dom was from above ?---~ Let not 
« the eye of expeétation be Taifed to 
“< another, for that which thyfelf only 
“.fhould beftow: fuffer not thy own 

* Thadow 
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“<< fhadow to obfcure thee; nor be con- 
“< tent to derive that glory, which if 
*< is thy pretogative to impart.” 


‘ But is the prince,’ faid ALMonang 
“always the wifeft man im his domini4 
‘ons? Can we not find, in another, 
‘abilities and experience, which “we 
‘do not poffefs ? and is it not the duty 
‘of him who prefides in the fhip, to, 
‘place the helm in that hand which 
«can beft fteer it ?’ 


* A prince,’ faid Hamer, ¢ who fin- 
“cerely intends the good of his people, 
‘ can fearce fail to effeét it; allthe wif 
<dom ofthe nation will be at once turned. 
‘to that object : whatever 1s. his prin- 
cipal aim, will be that of all who are. 
* admitted to his council; for to, con- 

| ‘cur, 
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‘cur with his principal aim, muft be 
‘the fureft recommendation to his fa- 
*vour. Let us, then, hear others; 
« but let us a&t ourfelves.’ 


As ALMORAN now perceived, that 
the longer this converfation continued, 
the more he fhould be embarraffed ; 
he put an end to it, -by appearing 
to acquiefce in what Hamer had 
propofed. Hamer withdrew, charm- 
ed with the candour and flexibility 
which he imagined he had difco- 
vered in his brother ; and not with- 
out fome exultation in his own rhe- 
toric, which he fuppofed Had gained 
no inconfiderable victory. AtmMbDRaN, 
fn the mean time, applauded himfely 
for having thus far practifed the arts off 

difimue 
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difimulation with fuccefs; fortified 
himfelf in the refolutions he had be- 
fore taken ; and conceived new male- 
volence and jealoufy againft Hamer. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


HILE Hamer was exulting 
W in his conqueft, and his heart 
was overflowing at once with felf-com- 
placency, and affection to his brother; 
he was told, that Omar was waiting 
without, and defired admittance; Ha- 
MET Ordered that he fhould be imme- 
diately introduced ; and when Omar 
entered, and would have proftrated 
himfelf before him, he catched him in 
his arms in a tranfport of affection and 
efteemt ;- and having ordered that none 
fhould interrupt them, corapetled him 
to fit down on a fofa. 


He then related, with all the joy of 
a youthful and an ardent rhind, the 
Vou. I E - con- 
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converfation he had had with Aumo- 
RAN, intermixed avith. expreffions of 
the higheft praife and the moft cordial 
¢efteem. Omar was not without fufpi- 
cion, that the fentiments which Atmo- 
nAN had firft expreffed with fuch ve- 
hemence of paffion, were ftill predo- 
misant in his mind: but of thefe fuf- 
picions he did not give the leaft hint to 
Hamer ; not only becaufe to commu- 
nicate fufpicions is to accufe without 
proof, but becaufe he did not think 
himfelf at liberty to make an ill report 
of another, though he knew it to be 
true. He approved the fentiments of 
Hamer, 4s they had indeed been in- 
fufed by his own inftrudtions ; ; and 
fome precepts and cautions were now 
added, which the acceflion of Hanger 
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ta a fhare of the imperial power made 
particularly neceffary. 


‘ Remember,’ faid Omar, * that 
“the moft effectual way of promoting 
‘ virtue, is fo prevent occafions of vice. 
‘There are, perhaps, particular fitua- 
€ tions, in which human virtue has 4l- 
‘ ways failed : at leaft, temptation of- 
‘ ten repeated, and long continued, hag 
*feldom been finally refifted. Ing 

* government fo conftituted as to leave 
‘the people expofed to perpetual fe- 
‘ duction, by opporturiities of diffolute 

« pleafure ‘or iniquitous gain, the mul- 
‘ tiplication of penal laws will only, 
‘ tend to depopulate the kingdom, and 
‘difgrace the ftate; to devote to the 
c Acymitar and the bow-ftring, thofé 
¢ who might have been ufeful to fociery, 
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* and to leave the reft diffolute turbu4 
‘Jent and factious.. If -the ftreets not 
‘only abound ‘with women, who in- 
flame the paffenger by théir appear- 
‘ance, their gefture, and their folici- 
‘tations; but with houfes, in which 
‘ every defire which they kindle may 
‘ be gratified with fecrecy and conveni- 
‘ence; it is in vain that ‘ the feet of 
«¢ the proftitute go down to death, and 
“< that her fteps take hold on hell:” 
‘what then can be hoped from any 
‘ punifhment, which the laws of man 
can fuperadd to difeafe and want, 
“to rottennefs and perdition °. If you 
< permitoprum to be publickly fold at 
< a low rate; it will be folly to hope, 
‘that the dread of punifhment will 
* render idlenefs and drunkennefs ftrari- 


“ gers to the poor. If a tax is fo collect- 
“ed, 
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¢ed, as to leave opportunities to pro- 
* cure the commodity, without paying 
* it; the hope of gain will always fur- 
©mount the fear of pumfhment. If, 
« when the veteran has ferved you at the 
‘rifque of life, you withold his hire; 
‘it will be in vain to threaten ufury 
‘ and extortion with imprifonment and 
‘fines. If, in your armies, you fuffer 
‘ it to be any man’s intereft, rather to 
‘ preferve the lifc of a horfe than a man; 
‘be affured, that your own {word is 
‘ drawn for your enemy : for there will 
* always be fome, in whom intereft is 
*ftronger than humanity and honour. 
‘Put no man’s intereft, therefore, in, 
‘the ballance againft his duty ; nor 
‘ hope that good can often be produc- 
“ed, but by preventing opportunities 
§ of evil.’ 
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To thefe precepts of Omar, Haz 
met liftened as to the iriftructions of a 
father ; and having promifed to keep 
them as the treafure of life, he dif- 
miffed him from his prefence. The 
heart of HametT was now expanded 
with the moft pleafing expectations ; 
but ALMoRAN was pining with folici- 
tude, jealoufy, and diftruft: he took 
every opportunity to avoid both Omar 
and Hamet; but Hamer ftill retain- 
éd his confidence, and Omar his fut 
picions. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 


[ N the mean time, the fyftem of 

government was eftablifhed which 
had been propofed by Omar, and in 
which Hamer concurred from princi- 
ple, and Aumoran from policy. The 
views of ALMORAN terminated in the 
gratification of his own appetites and 
paffions ; thofe of Hamer, in the dif- 
charge of his duty:° Hamer, there- 
fore, was indefatigable in the bufinefs 
of the ftate ; and as hisfenfe of honour, 
and his love of the public, made this 
the employment of his choice, it was 
ro him the perpetual fource of a gene- 


rous and fublime felicity. Atmoran 
E 4 alf 
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alfo was equally diligent, but from 
another motive: he was actuated, not 
by love of the public, but by jealoufy 
of his brother; he performed his tafk 
as the drudge of neceffity, with reluc- 
tance and ill will; fo that to him it 
produced pain and anxiety. wearinefs 
and impatience. 


‘To atone for this wafte of time, he 
determined to crowd all that remained 
with delight: his gardens were an epi- 
tome of all nature, and on his palace 
were exhautted all the treafures of art ; 
his feraglio was filled with beauties of 
every nation, and his table fupplied 
with dainties from the remoteft corners 
of his dominions. In the fongs that 
‘were repeated in his prefence, he liftened _ 

at 
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at once to the voice of adulation and 
mufic; he breathed the perfumes of 
Arabia, and he tafted’ the forbidden 
pleafure of wine. But as every appe- 
tite is foon fatiated by excefs, his ea- 
gernefs to accumulate pleafure deprived 
him of enjoyment. Among the variety 
ef beauty that furrounded him, the 
paffion, which, to be luxurious, muft 
be delicate and refined, was degraded 
to a mere inftinét, and exhaufted -in 
endlefs diffipation ; the carefs was un- 
endeared by a confciou!nefs of recipro~ 
cal delight, and was ifmediately fuc- 
ceeded by indifference or difgutt. By 
the dainties that perpetually urged him 
to intemperance, that appstite, which 
alone could make even dainties tafteful, 
was deftroyed. | The fplendot of his 
palace and the beauty of his gardens, 
: be. 
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became at length fo familiar to his eye; 
that they were frequently before him, 
without being feen. Even flattery and 
mufic loft their power, by too frequent 
a repetition: and the broken flumbers 
of the night, and the languor of the 
morning, were more than equivalent 
to the tranfient hilarity that was in- 
fpired by wine... ‘Thus paffed the time 
of ALMORAN, divided between pain- 
ful Jabours which he did not dare to 
fhun, and the fearch of pleafure which 
he could never find, 


Hamer, on the contrary, did not 
feck pleafure, but pleafure feemed to 
feek hith:‘he had a perpetual com- 
placence and ferenity of mind, which 
rendered him conftantly fufceptible, of 
pleafing impreffions , every thing that 

was 
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was prepared to refrefh or entertain 
him in his feafons of retirement and 
relaxation, added fomething ta the: de- 
light which was continually fpringing 
in his breaft; -when he reviewed the 
pat, or looked forward to the future, 
Thus, the pleafures of fenfe were 
heightened by thofe of his mind, and 
the pleafures of the mind by thofe of 
fenfe: hevhad, indeed, as yet no wife; 
for as yet no woman had fixed his at« 
tention, or determined his choice. 


Among the ambaffadors whom the 
monarchs of Afia fent to congratulate 
the fons of Solyman upon their accef- 
fion to the throne, there was a native 
of Circaffia, whofe name was Abdallah. 
Abdallah had only one child, a daugh- 
ter, in whom all his happinefs and af- 

fection 
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feftion centered ; he was unwilling to 
leave her behind, and therefore brought 
her to the court of Perfia. Her mo- 
ther died while fhe was yet an infant ; 
fhe was now inthe fixteenth year of 
her age, and her name was ALMEIDA. 
She was beautiful as the daughters of 
Paradife, and gentle as the breezes of 
the fpring; her mind was without 
ftain, and her manners were without 


art. 


She was lodged with her father in a 
palace that joined to the gardens of 
the feraglio, and it happened that a 
Jamp which had one night been left 
burning in a Jower apartment, by fome 
accident fet fire to the net-work of 
cotton that furrounded a fopha, and 
the whole room was foon after in a 

| flame. 
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flame. Atmoran, who had been 
paffing the afternoon in riot and. de- 
bauchery, had been removed from his 
banquetting room afleep, but Hamer 
was {till in his clofet, where he had 
been regulating fome papers that were 
to be ufed the next day. The windows 
of this room opened towards the inner 
apartments of the houfe in which Ab- 
dallah refided ; and Hamer, : having 
by accident looked that way, was 
alarmed by the appearance of an un- 
ufual light, and ftarting up to fee 
whence it proceeded, he difcovered 


what had happened. 


Having haftily ordered the* guard 
of the night to affift in quenching the 
flame, and removing the furniture, 
he ran himfelf into the garden. As 

{oon 
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foon as he was-come up to the houfe, 
the was alarmed by the fhrieks of a 
female voice; and the next moment, 
ALMEIDA appeared at the window of 
an apartment dire@tly over that which 
was on fre. Atmeipa he had till now 
never feen, nor did he fo much as 
know that Abdallah had a daughter: 
but though her perfon was unknown, 
he was ftrongly interefted in her dan- 
ger, and called out to her to throw 
herfelf into his arms. At the found 
of his voice fhe ran back into the 
room, fuch is the force of inviolate 
modefty, though the fmoke was then 
rifing in curling {pires from the win- 
dows: the was, however, foon driven 
back; and part of the floor at the 
fame inftant giving way, fhe wrapt 
her 
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her veil round her, and leaped intd 
the garden. Hamer caught her in 
his arms; but though he broke her 
fall, he funk down with her weight: 
he did not, however, quit his charge ; 
but perceiving fhe had fainted, he made 
hafte with her into his apartment, to 
afford her fuch affiftance as he could 
procure. 


She was covered only with the light 
and loofe robe in which fhe flept, and’ 
her veil had dropped off by the way. 
The moment he entered his clofet, 
the light difcovered to him fuch beauty 
as before he had never feen: fhe now 
began to revive; and before her fenfes 
returned, fhe preffed the prince with 
an, involuntary embrace, which he 
returned by ftraining her clofer to his 

breaft, 
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breaft, in d tumult of delight, confu- 
fion, and anxiety, which he could 
fcarce fuftain. As he fill held her in 
his arms, and gazed filently upon her, 
fhe opened her eyes, and inftantly re- 
linquifhing her hold, fhrieked out, and 
threw herfelf from him. As there 
were no women nearer than that wing 
of the palace in which his brother re-_ 
fided, and as he had many reafons 
not to leave her in their charge; he 
was in the utmoij, perplexity what to 
do. He affured her, in fome hafty 
and incoherent words, of her fecurity ; 
he told her, that fhe was in the royal 
palace,..and that he who had conveyed 
her thither was Hamer. The habi- 
tual reverence of fovercign power, now 
furmounted all other paffions in the 
bofom of Atmzipa: fhe was inftantly 

covered 
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covered with new confufion ; and hid- 
ing her face with her hands, threw her- 
felf at his feet: he raifed her with a 
trepidation almoft equal to her own, 
and endeavoured to footh her into con- 
fidence and tranquillity. 


Hitherto her memory had _ been 
wholly fufpended by violent paffions, 
which had crowded upon her in a rapid 
and uninterrupted fucceffion, and the 
firftt gleam of recollection threw her 
into a new agony} and having been 
filent a few moments, fhe fuddenly 
fmote her hands together, and burfting 
into tears, cried out, ,¢ Abdallah! my 
‘ father! my father!??’—HameT not 
only knew but felt all the meaning of 
the exclamation, and immediately ran 
again into the garden: he had ad- 
Vou. —COF vanced 
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vanced but a few paces, before he dif- 
cerned an old man fitting upon the 
ground, and looking upward in filent 
anguifh, as if he had exhaufted the 
power of complaint. Hamer, upon 
a nearer approach, perceived by the 
light of the fame that it was Abdal- 
Jah; and inftantly calling him by his 
name, told him, that his daughter was 
fafe. At the name of his daughter, 
Abdallah fuddenly ftarted up, as if he 
had been roufed by the voice of an an- 
gel from the fleep "fF death: Hamer 
again repeated,’ that his daughter was 
in fafety ; and Abdallah looking witt- 
fully at him, -kmew him to be the 
king. He was then ftruck with an 
awe that reftrained him from enquiry: 
but Hamer directing him where he 
might find her, went forward, that he 
might 
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might not Jeffen the pleafure of their 
interview, nor reftrain the firft tran- 
{ports of duty and affection by his 
nrefence. He foon met with other 
fugitives from the fire, which had 
opened a communication between the 
gardens and the ftreet; and among 
them fome women belonging to At- 
Mmeipa, whom he condudted himfeif 
to their miftrefs. He immediately al- 
Jotted to her and to her father, an 
apartment in his divifion of the pa- 
lace ; and the fire being now nearly 
extinguifhed, he retired to reft. 


Fe CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 


HOUGH the night was far ad- 

vanced, yet the eyes of HamMeET 
were ftrangers to fleep: his fancy in- 
ceffantly repeated the events that had 
jut happened ; the image of AtmEIDA 
was ever before him; and his breaft 
throbbed with a difquietude, which, 
though it prevented reft, he did not 
wifh to lofe. 


ALMORAN, in the mean time, was 
flumbering away the effects of his in- 
temperance ; and in the morning, when 
he was told what has happened, he 
exprefied no paffion but curiofity : he 

went 
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went haftily into the garden; but when 
he had gazed’ upon the ruins, and en- 
quired how the fire began, and what it 
had confumed, he thought of it no more. 


But Hamer fuffered nothing that 
regarded himfelf, to exclude others 
from his attention: he went again to 
the ruins, not to gratify his curiofity, 
but to fee what might yet be done to 
alleviate the mifery of the fufferers, 
and fecure for their ufe what had been 
preferved from the flames. He found 
that no life had been loft, but that 
many: perfons had been hurt; to thefe 
he fent the phyficians of his own 
houfhold : and having rewarded thofe 
who had affifted them in their diftrefs, 
not forgetting even the foldiers who 
had only fulfilled his own. orders, he 

F 3 returned, 
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returned, and applied himfelf to dif- 
patch the public, bufinefs\in the cham- 
ber of council, with the fame patient 
and diligent attention as if nothing had 
happened. He had, indeed, ordered 
enquiry to be made after AtMEIDA ; 
and when. he returned to his apart- 
ment, he found Abdallah waiting to 
exprefs his gratitude for the obiigations 
he had received. 


Hamer accepted his acknowledge- 
ments with a pecuhar pleafure, for 
they had fome connexion with AL- 
MEIDA ; after whom he again en- 
quired, with an ardour uncommon 
even to the benevolence of Hamer. 
When all his queftions had been afked 
and anfwered, he appeared ftill unwil- 
ling to dimifs Abdallah, though he 

feemed 
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feemed at a lofs how to detain him, 
he wanted to Know, whether his daugh- 
ter had yet received an offer of mar- 
riage, though he was unwilling to 
difcover his defire by a direct enquiry : 
but he foon found, that nothing could 
be known, which was not directly 
afked, from a man whom reverence 
and humility kept filent before him, 
except when fomething was faid which 
amounted to a command to fpeak. At 
length, however, he faid, not without 
Jome hefitation, * Is there no one, 
¢ Abdallah, who will thank me fer 
‘ the prefervation of, thy daughter, 
‘ with a zeal equal to thy own? 
* Yes,’ replied Abdallah, ‘ that daugh- 
‘ ter whom thou haft preferved.’ This 
‘reply, though it was unexpected,’ was 
pleafing : for Hamer was’ not only 

F 4 cratified 
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eratified to hear, that Atmzipa had 
expreffed herfelf warmiyvin his behalf, 
at Jeaft as a benefactor , but he judg- 
ed, that if any man had been interefted 
in her life as a lover, the anfwer which 
Abdallah had given him would not fo 
readily have occurred to his mind. 


As this reflection kept Hamer a 
few moments filent, Abdallah with- 
drew ; and Hamet, as he obferved 
forme marks of hafte and confufion in 
his countenance, was ‘unwilling longer 
to continue him in a fituation, which 
he had now reafon to think gave him 
pain. But Abdallah, who had con- 
ceived a fudden thought that Hamer’s 
queftion was an indirect reproach of 
ALMEIDA, for not having herfelf foli-; 


cited admiffion to his prefence ; weht 
in 
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in hafte to her apartment, and order- 
ed her immediately to inake ready to 
attend him to the king. 


Anmerps, upon whofe mind the 
image of Famer had not been abfent 
a moment fince fhe firft faw him, re- 
ceived this order with a mixture of 
pain and pleafure ; of wifhes, hopes, 
and apprehenfions, that filled her bo- 
fom with emotion, and covered her 
face with blufhes. She had not courage 
to afk the reafon of the command, 
which fhe inftantly prepared to obey; 
but the tendernefs of Abdallah, who 
perccived and pitied her diftrefs, antici- 
pated her wilh. Ina fhort time, there- 
fore, he returned to the chamber of 
prefence, and having received permif- 
fion, he entered with Aumerpa in ‘his 

hand. 
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hand. Hamer rofe in hafte to receive 
her, with a glow of pleafure and impati- 
ence in his countenance; and having 
raifed her from the ground, fupported 
her in his arms, waiting to hear. her 
voice; but though fhe made many at- 
tempts, fhe could not fpeak. Hamer, 
who knew not to what he owed this fud- 
den and unexpected interview, which, 
though he wifhed, he could contrive 
no means to obtain, imagined that 
AiME}DA had fome requett, and there- 
fore urged her tenderly to make it: 
but as fhe ftill remained filent, he 
looked at Abdallah, as expecting to 
hear it from him. * We have no 
‘ with,’ faid Abdallah, ‘ but to atone 
‘ for our offence; nor any requeft, 
* but that my lord would now accept 
* che thanks of Aumxipa for the life. 
© which 
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”~ 


which he has preferved, .and impute. 
the delay, not to ingratitude, but 
inadvertence : let me now take her 
back, as thy gift; and let the lighr 
of thy favour be upon us.” ‘ Take 
her then,’ faid Hamer; * for I 
would give her only to thee,’ 


ay 


a 


nw" 


a 


a 


e 


_ Thefe words of Hamer did not: 
efcape the notice either of Abdallah or 
Atmeipa; but neither of them men- 
tioned their conjectures to the other. 
ALMEIDA, who was inclined to judge 
of Hamer’s fituattot by her own, 
and who recollected many little inci- 
dents, known only to -herfelf, which 
favoured her wifhes; indulged the 
hope, that fhe fhould again hear of 
Hamer, with more confidence than 
her father; nor were her expeftations 
| daf- 
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difappointed. Hamer reflected with: 
pleafure, that he had prepared the way 
for a more explicit declaration ; and as 
his impatience increafed with his patf- 
fion every hour, he fent for Abdallah 
the next morning, and told him, that 
he wifhed to be more acquainted with 
his daughter, with a view to make 
her his wife: © As neither you nor 
‘ your daughter are my fubjects,’ fays — 
Hamer, © I cannot command you; 
‘and if you were, upon this occafion 
‘IT would not. I do not want a flave, 
‘but a friend; not merely a woman, 
‘but a wife. If I find Aumeipa 
“fuch as my fancy has feigned her; 
‘if her mind correfponds with her 
‘form; and if I have reafon to think, 
“that fhe can give her heart to Ha- 
* MET, and not merely her hand to. the 
king ; 
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‘king ; I fhall be happy.’ To this de- 
claration, Abdallah replied with expref- 
fions of the profoundeft fubmiffion and 
gratitude ; and Hamer difmiffed him, 
to prepare ALMEIDA to receive him 
in the afternoon of the fame day. 


CHAP, 





CHAP. VIL. 


AA S eight moons only had paffed 
fince the death of Solyman, and 

as the reverence of Hamet for the 
memory of his father would not fuffer 
him to marry till the year fhould be 
completed; he determined not to men- 
tion Anmerpa to his brother, till the 
time when he could marry her was 
near. The fierce and haughty deport- 
ment of Atmoran had now left Ha- 
MET No room to doubt of his charac- 
ter: and though he had no apprehen- 
fion that he would make any attempts 
upon Atmezipa, after fhe fhould be his 
awife, yet he did not know how much 
might juftly be feared from his paffion, 
if 
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if he fhould fee her and become ena- 
moured of her, while fhe was yet a vir- 
gin in the houfe of her father. 


Avmerpa had not only unfullied pu- 
rity of mind, but principles of refined 
and exalted virtue; and as the life of 
HAMET was an example of all that 
was either great or good, Abdallah fele 
no anxiety upon leaving them together, 
except what arofe from his fears, that 
his daughter would not be able to {e- 
cure the conqueft fhe had made. 


As it was impoffible for Hamer te 
have fuch an acquaintance with Ax- 
MEIDA as he defired, till he could enter 
into converfation with her upon terms 
of equality; it was his fir care to 
footh her into confidence and familia- 

rity, 
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rity, and by degrees he fucceeded: he 
foon found, in the free intercourfe of 
mind with mind, which he eftablithed 
inftead of the implicit {ubmiffion which 
only ecchoed his own voice, how little 
of the pleafure that women were formed 
to give can be enjoyed, when they are 
confidered merely as flaves to a tyrant’s 
will, the paffive fubjects of tranfient 
dalliance and cafual enjoyment. The 
pleafure which he took in the youthful 
beauty of ALMEIDA, was now endeared, 
exalted, and refined, by the tender ‘en- 
fibility of her heart, and by the re- 
fiexion of his own felicity from her 
eyes: when he. admired the graceful- 
nefs of her motion, the elegance of her 
figure, the fymmetry of her features, 
and the bloom of her complexion, he 
confidered them as the decorations only 
of 
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of a mind, capable of mixing with his 
own in the moft exquifite delight, of re~ 
ciprocating all his ideas, and catching 
new pleafure from his pleafure. Defire 
was no longer appetite ; it was imagi- 
nation, it was reafon; it included re- 
membrance of the paft, and anticipa- 
tion of the future; and its object was 
not the fex, but Armzipa. 


As Hamer never witheld any plea- 
fure that it was in his power to impart, 
he foon acquainted Abdallah, that he 
waited only for a proper time to place 
ALMEIDA upon the throne; but that 
he had fome reafons for keeping a re- 
folution, which he thought himfelf 
obliged to communicate to him, con- 
sealed from others. 


Vor, I. —G Ic 
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It happened, however, that fome of 
the women who attended upon Aumezt- 
pa, met with fome female flaves bee 
longing to the feraglio of ALMORAN, 
at ghe public baths, and related to them 
ail. the particulars of ALmetpa’s pre- 
feryation by Hamer; that he had firft 
canveyed her to his own apartments, 
and had fince been frequently with her 
in that which he had affigned licr in his 
palace: they were alto lavifh in the 
praife of her beauty, and free in their 
conjectures what might be the iffue of 
her intercourfe with Hamer. 


Thus the fituation of Hamer and 
Aimeipa became the fubject of con- 
verfation in the feraglio of ALMoran, 
who learnt it himfelf in a thort time 


from one’ of bis women. 
He 
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He had hitherto profeffed great affec- 
tion for Hamet, and Hamer was de- 
ceived by his profeffion§ : for notwith- 
fanding the irregularities of his life, 
he did not think him capable of con- 
cealed malice ; or of offering injury te 
another, except when he was urged by 
impetuous paffious to immediate plea- 
fure. As there was, therefore, an ap- 
pearance of mutual affectien between 
them, ALMok AN, though the report 
of Atmeipa’s beauty had fired his 
imagination and fixed him in a refoluti- 
on to fee her, did not think proper 
to attempt it without afking Hlamsr’s 
confent, and being introduced by his. 
order; as he made no doubt of there 
being a connexion between them which 
Would make him refent a contrary con: 


duct. | 
- G2 He 
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_ He took an opportunity, therefore, 
_ when they were alone in afummer pavi- 
hon that was built on a lake behind the 
palace, to reproach him, with an air of 
mirth, for having concealed 2a beauty 
near his. apartments, though he pre- 
tended to have no feraglio. Hamer 
inftantly difcovered his furprize and 
emotion by a blufh, which the next 
moment left his countenance paler than 
the light clouds that pafs by night over 
the moon. ALMORAN took no notice 
of his confufion, but that he mignt 
more effectually conceal his fentiments 
and prevent fufpicion, he fuddenly ad- 
verted to another fubjeét, while Ha- 
MET was hefitating what to reply. By 
this artifice Hamer was decerved ; and 
concluded, that whatever ALMor an had 
heard of Atmarpa, had paffed flightly 
| over 
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over his mind, and was remembered 
but by chance; he, therefore, quickly 
recovered that eafe and chearfulnefs, 
which always diftinguifhed his conver- 
fation. 


AtmMoRAN obferving the fuccefs of 
his artifice, foon after, as if by a fud- 
den and cafual recollection, again men- 
tioned the lady ; and told him, he would 
congratulate Abdallah upon having re- 
figned her to his bed. As Hamer 
could not bear to think of ALMoran’s 
mentioning Atmerpa to her father as 
his miftrefs, he replied, that he had no 
fuch intimacy with Atmztpa as he 
fuppofed , and that he had fo high an 
opinion of her virtue, as to believe, 
that if he fhould propofe it fhe would 
not confent, The imagination of At- 

G 3 MORAN 
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MORAN caught new fire from beauties 
which he found were yet unenjoyed, 
and virtue which ftamped them with 
fupertor value by rendering them moré 
difficult of accefs; and as Hamer had 
renounced a connection with her as a 
miftréfs, he wanted only to know whe- 
ther he intended her for a wife. 


This fecret hé was contriving to dif 
cover, when Hamer, having reflected, 
that if he concealed this particular, At- 
MORAN thipht think himfelf at liberty 
to make whar attempts he fhould think 
fic upon Aumeipa, without being ac- 
countable to him, or giving him juft 
caufe of offence, put an end to his 
doubts, by telling him, he had fucha 
défign ; but that it would be fome time. 
hefore he,fhould carry it into execution. 

This 
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This declaration increafed ALMorRaAn’s 
impatience: fill, however, he con- 
cealed his intereft in the conyerfation, 
which he now fuffered to drop. 


He parted from his brother, without 
any farther mention of Atmeipa ; but 
while he was yet near him, turned haf- 
tily back, and, asif merely to gratify 
his curlofity, told him with a fmile, 
that he mult indulge him with a fight 
of his Citcaffian 5 and defired he might 
accompany him in his next vifit, or at 
fome miore convenient time! with this 
requeft, Hamer, as he knew not how 
to refufe it, complied; but it filled his 
mind with anxiety and trouble, 


He went immediately fo Auméina, 
and told her all that had happened ; 
| G4 and 
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and as fhe faw that he was not with- 
out apprehenfions of mifchief from his 
brother’s vifit, fhe gently reproached 
him for doubting the fidelity, of her 
affection, as fhe fuppofed no power 
could be exerted by ALmoraw to in- 
jure him, who in power was his equal. 
Hamer, ina tran{port of tendernefs, 
affured her that he doubted neither her 
conftancy nor her love: but as to in- 
terrupt the comfort of her mind, would 
only double his own diftrefs, he did 
not tell her whence his apprehenfions 
proceeded; nor indeed had they any 
determinate object, but arofe in gene- 
ral from the charaéter of his brother, 
and the probability of his becoming a 
competitor, for what was effential to 
the happinefs of his life. 


But 
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_ But if the happinefs of Hamer was 
leffened, the infelicity of AtMORAN 
was increafed. All the enjoyments that 
were in his power he neglected, his at- 
tention being wholly fixed upon that 
which was beyond his reach, he was 
impatient to fee the beauty, who had 
taken intire poffeffion of his mind; 
and the probability that he would be 
obliged to refign her to Hamer, tor- 
mented him with jealoufy, envy, and 
indignation. 


Hamer, however, did not long de- 
lay to fulfil his promife to his brother ; 
but having prepared Atmeipa to re- 
ceive him, he conducted him to her 
apartment. The idea which ALMORAN 
had formed in his imagination, was ex- 
ceeded by the reality, and his paffion 

a was 
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was proportionably increafed ; yet he 
found means not only to conceal it 
from Hamer, but from Armurpa, by 
affecting an air of levityand merriment, 
which is not lefs incompatible with the 
pleafures than the pains of love. Af- 
ter they had been regaled with coffee 
and fhefbet, they parted; and Hamer 
congratulated himfelf, that his app:é- 
henfions of finding in ALMORAN ari- 
val for A~tmeirpa’s love, were now at 
an end. 


But Armoran, whole paffions were 
become more violent by reftraint, was 
fn a ftate of mind little better than dif- 
traction: one moment he determined 
to feize upbtithe perfon of Ameiva 
in the night, and fecrete, her in forne 
place acceMble only to “himlelf ; and 

is the 
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the next to affaffinate his brother, that 
he might at once deftroy a rival both 
in empire and in love. But thefe de- 
fizns were no fooner formed by his 
wifhes, than they were rejected by his 
fears : he was not ignorant, that in any 
conteft between him and Hamer, the 
voice of the public would be againft 
him; efpecially in a conteft, in which 
it would appear, that Hamer had fuf- 
fered wrong. | 


Many other projects, equally rath, 
violent, and injurious, were by turns 
conceived and rejected: and he came at 
laft to no other determination, than ftill 
carefully to conceal his paffion, tll 
he fhould think of fome expedient to 


gratify i it; left Hamer: fhould have a 
jut 
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juft reafon for refufing to let him fee 
the lady again, and remove her to fome 
place which he might never be able to 
difcover, 


CIA P. 
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CHAP. VIZ, 


N the mean time, Omar, to whom 

Hamer had from time to time dif 
clofed the minuteft particulars of his 
fituation and defign, kept his eye al- 
moft continually upon ALMorAn ; and 
obferved him with an attention and 
fagacity, which it was difficult either 
to elude or deceive. He perceived, 
that he was more than ufual reftlefs 
and turbulent, that in the prefence of 
Hamer he frequently changed coun- 
tenance ; that his behaviour was artifi- 
cial and inconfiftent, frequently thifting 
4som gloomy difcontent and furious 
agitation, to forced laughter and noify 

mertiment.. 
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merriment. He had alfo remarked, 
that he feemed moft difcompofed after 
he had been with Hamer to AtMEt!- 
pA, which happened generally once 
in a week; that he was become fond 
of folitude, and was abfent feveral days 
together from the apartment of his 
women. 


Omar, who from this conduct of 
Aumoran had begun to fufpect his 
principles, determined to introduce 
fuch topics of difcourfe, as might lead 
him to difcover the ftate of his mind, 
and enable him to enforce and confirm 
the principles he had taught him, by 
new proofs and iljuftrations. 


Atmoran, who, fince the death 
of his father, had nothing to appre- 
~ hend 
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hend from the difcovery of fentiments 
which before he had been careful to 
conceal; now urged his abjections 
agzainit religion, when Omar gave him 
opportunity, without referve. * You 
« tell me,’ fays he, ‘ of beings that 
* are immortal, becaufe they are im- 
© material; beings which de not con- 
¢ fift of parts, and which, therefore, 
‘ can admit no folution, the only na- 
* tural caufe of corruption and decay : 
¢ but that which is not material, can 
¢ have no extenfion ; and what has no 
‘« extenfion, poffeffes‘no’fpace ; and of 
* fuch beings, the mind irfelf, which 
* you pretend to be fuch a being, has 
‘no conception.’ 


$ If the mind,’ fays Omar, ‘ can 
‘ perceive that there is in itfelf any 
fingle 
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* fingle property of fuch a being, it 
‘ has irrefragable evidence that it is 
© fuch a being; though its mode of 
© exiflence, as diftinct from matter, 
© cannot now be comprehended.’ ¢ And 
* what property of fuch a being,’ faid 
Atmoran, * does the mind of man 
* perceive in itfelf ?? ‘ That of adfing,’ 
faid Omar, ‘ without motion. You have 
© no idea, that a material fubftance can. 
© act, but in proporiion as it moves: 
* yet to ¢hink, is to a; and with the 
idea of thinking, the idea of motion 
* is never conifected ; on ‘the contrary, 
* we always.conceive the mind to be 
¢. fixed, in proportion to the degree. of 
‘ ardour and intenfencis with. which 
‘the power of thinking is exerted. 
Now, if that whichis material cannot 
at without motion; and if. man is 
‘ confcious, 


“ 


~ & 


is 
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‘confcious, that to think, 1s to act 
‘ and not to move; it follows, that 
« there is, in man, fomeéewhat that is not 
* matter; fomewhat that has no exten- 
© fion, and that poffefles no fpace; 
« fomewhat which, having ‘no contex- 
“ture or parts that can be diffolved 
‘.or feparated, is exempted from all 
“ the natural caufes of decay.’ 


R 


Omar paufed; and ALMoran hav- 
ing ftood fome moments without reply, 
he feized this opportunity to imprefs 
him with an awful fenfe of the power 
and prefence of the Supreme and Eter- 
nal Being, from whom his own exift- 
ence was derived: * Let us remem- 
‘ ber,” faid he, * that to every act of 
“this immaterial and immortal part,. 
‘the Father of fpirits, from whom it 

Vor. I. H « rrocetds, 
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preceeds, is prefent: when I behold" 
the bufy multitudes that crowd the 
metropolis of Perfia, in the perfuit 
of bufinefs and projects infinitely 


complicated and various; and con- 


fider that every idea which paffles 
over their minds, every conclufion, 
and every purpofe, with all that they 
remember of the paft, and ail thar 
they imagine of the future, js at 


once known. to the Almighty, who 
-without labour or confufion weighs, 


every thought of every mind in His. 
balance, and referves it to the day 
of retribution; my follies cover me 
with confufion, and my foul is hum- 
bled in the duft.’ 


ALMORAN, .though he appeared to. 


liften with attention, and offered no- 


thing 
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thing apainft the reafoning of Omar, 
yet fecretly defpifed it as fophiftry, . 
which cunning only had rendered {pe- 
cious; and which he was unable to 
confute, merely. becaufe it was fubril, 
and not becaufe it was true: he.had 
been led, by his paffions, firft to love,. 
and then to adopt different opinions ; 
and as every man is inclined to judge 
of others by himfelf, he doubted, whe- 
ther the principles which Omar had 
thus laboured to eftablifh, were be- 
lieved even by Omar himfelf. 


Thus was the mind of Atmoran 
to the inftructions of Omar, as a rock 
flightly covered with earth, is. to the 
waters of heaven: the crages are lett 
bare by the rain that wafhes them ; and 
the fame-fhowers that fertilize the field, 

H 2 can 
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can only difeover the fterility of the 
reck, | 


Omar, however, did not yet dif- 
clefe his fufpicions to Hamer, be- 
eaufe he did not yet fee that it could 
anfwer any purpofe. ‘Io remove AL- 
MEIDA from her apartment, would be. 
to fhew a diftruft, for which there. 
would not appear to be ‘any caufe ; 
and to refufe ALMOoRAN accefs to her 
when he defired it, might precipitate 
fuch meafures as he might meditate, 
and engage him in fome defperate at- 
tempt: he, therefore, contented him- 
felf with advifing Hamer, to conceal 
the time of his marriage till the even- 
ing before he intended it fhould take 
place, without affigning the reafon on 
which his advice was founded. 

To 


ALMORAN ann HAMET. tor 

To the courcil of Omar, Hamet 
was implicitly obedient, as to the re- 
velations of the Prophet; but, like his 
inftructions, it was negleéted by AL- 
MORAN, who becarhe evety momeént 
more wretched. He had a graceful 
perfon, and a vigorous mind; he was 
in the bloom of youth, and had a con- 
ftitution that promifed him length of 
days; he had power which princes 
were emulous to obey, and wealth by 
which whatever could adminitter to 
luxury might be bought ; for every 
paffion, and every appetite, it was ealy 
for him to procure a perpetual fuc- 
ceffion of new objeéts: yet was A- 
MORAN, not only without enjoyment, 
but without peace; he was by turns 
pining with difcontent, and raving 
with indignation ; his vices had ex- 
H 3 tracted 
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tracted bitter from every fweet; and 
having exhaufted nature for delight 
in vain, he was repining at the bounds 
in which he was ‘confined, and re- 
gretting the want of other powers as 
the caufe of his mifery. 


Thus the year of mourning for So- 
Iyman was compleated, without any 
act of violence on the part of ALmo- 
RAN, or Of caution on the part of 
Hamer: but on the evening of the 
Jaft day, Hamer, having fecretly pre- 
pared every thing for performing the 
folemnity in a private manner, ac- 
quainted AumMorawn by a letter, which 
Omar undertook to deliver, that he 
fhould celebrate his marriage on the 
morrow. ALMORAN; who never doubt- — 
ed but he fhould have notice of this 

event 
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event much longer before it was to 
happen, read the letter with a pertur- 
bation that it was inipoffible to con- 
ceal: he was alone in his private apart- 
ment, and taking his eye haftily from 
the paper, he crufhed it together .in 
his hand, and thrufting ir into his 
bofom, turned from:-Omar_ without 
fpeaking ; and Omar, thinking him- 
felf difmiffed, withdrew. 


The paffions which ALMoRAN could 
no longer fupprefs, now burft our if 
a torrent of exclamation : ¢ Am I then, 
faid he, ¢ blafted for ever with a dou- 
© bie curfe, divided empire and difap- 

‘ pointed love! What 1s ‘dominion, if 
< it is not poffeffed alone ? and what i is 

« power, which the dread of ‘Yival 

‘ power perpetually controuls ? Is it for 

H 4 me 
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“-me to Hiften.in filence to the wrangs 


‘: 


ling of flaves, that I may at lait ape, 


“ portion to them what, with a clamo¢ 


s 


* 


& 
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Pt 


‘ 


> 


rous infolence, they demand -ds their 
‘due! as well may the fun linger in 
‘his courfe, and the world nrourn in 
‘darknefs for the day, that the glow+ 


worm may ftill be feen to glimmer 


‘upon the earth; and the owls and 


bats that haunt-the fepulchres of the 


dead enjoy a longer night. Yet this 
have I done, becaufe this has been 


done by Hamer: and my heart 
fickens in vain with the defire of 


“beauty, becaufe my power extends 
‘not to ALMEIDA. With dominion — 
‘undivided and Atmerpa, I fhould 
be ALMoran; but without them, I 
am Jefs than nothing.’ — 


OMAR; 
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Omar, who, before. he shad paffed 
the pavilion, heard a found which hé 
knew to be the voice of ALMoRAB, Fret 
 garned haftily to the chamber in which 
he left. him, believing he had witha 
drawn too foon,. and that the king, as 
he knew no. other was prefent, -was 
{peaking to him: he foon drew near 
enough to hear what was faid; and 
while he was ftanding torpid in fut 
penfe, dreading to be difcovered, and 
not knowing how to retire, ALMORAN 
turned about. 


At fir, both ftood motionlefs with 
confufion and amazement; but Ax- 
MoRaN’s pride foon furmounted his 
other paffions, and his difdain of 
Omar gave his guilt the firmnels of 
virtue. | 


It 
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‘It is true,’ faid he, * that thou 
© haft ftolen the fecret of my heart ; 
¢ but do not‘ think, that. I fear it 
© fhould be known: though my poig- 
© nard could take it back with thy life; 
¢ [leave it with thee. To reproach, 
© or curfe thee, would do thee ho- 
* nour, and lift thee into an import- 
* ance which otherwife thou canit never 
‘ reach.” AuMoran then turned from 
him with a contemptuous frown: but 
Omar caught him by the robe; and 
proitrating himfelf upon the ground, 
intreated to be heard. His importu- 
nity at length prevailed; and he at- 
tempted to exculpate himfelf, from the 
charge of having infiduoufly intruded 
upon the privacy of his prince; but 
Atmoran fternly interrupted him: 
* And what art thou,’ faid he, * thac I 

‘ fhould 


s 
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fhould care, whether thou art inno- 
cent or guilty?’ *¢ If not for my 
fake,’ faid Omar, * liften for thy 
own; and though my duty is de- 
fpiled, let my affection be heard: 
That thou art not happy, I know; 
and I now know the caufe. . Let my 
lord pardon the prefumption of his 
fiave : he that feeks to fatisfy all his 
wifhes, muft be wretched ; he only 
can be happy, by whom fome are 
fupprefied.’ At thefe words ALMo- 


RAN {fnatched his robe from the hand 
of Omar, and fpurned him in a tranf- 
port of rage andindignation : ‘ Thefup- 


preffion of defire,’ faid he, ‘ is fuch 


« happinefs, as that of the deaf who 


« 


do not remember to have _ heard, 


< If it is virtue, know, that, as virtue,” 


& 


I defpife it'; for though it may fe- 
* cure 
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‘ eure the obedience of the flave, it 
* can only degrade the prerogative of 
‘aprince. Fcaft off all reftraint, ‘ad 
*-[ do thee: begone, therefore, to 
‘ Hamer, and fee me no more.’ 


Omar obeyed without reply; and 
Atmo ran being again alone, the con- 
fi& in his mind was renewed with 
gteater violence than before. He felt 
all that-he had difguifed to Omar; 
with the keeneft fenfibilitry ; and anti- 
cipated the effects of his detection, 
with unutterable anguifh and regret. 
He walked backward and forward with 
a hafty but interrupted pace; fome- 
times {topping fhort, and preffing his 
hand hard upon his brow; and fome- 
tires by violent geftures fhowing the 
ageon of his mind: he fometimes 

& {tood 
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food filent with his eyes fixed upon 
the.ground, and his arms falded, toge- 
ther; and fometimes a fudden agony 
of thought forced. him into loud and 
tumultuous exclamations:. he curfed 
the impotence of mind that had fuf-. 
fered his thoughts to efcape from him 
unawares, without reflecting that he 
was even then repeating the folly; and 
while he felt himfelf the victim of vice, 
he could not fupprefs his contempt of 
virtue: * If I muft perith,’ faid he, 
* Iwill ag leaft perifh unfubdued: I 
‘ will quench no with that nature kin- - 
“dles in my bofom,; nor fhall my 
“lips utter any: prayer, but for. new 
* powers to feed the flame,’ 


As he uttered this expreffion, he. 
felt the palace hake; he heard a. rufh-. 
ing 
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ing, like a blaft in the defart; anda 
being of more than human appearance 
{tood before him. Atmoran, though 
he was terrified, was not humbled; and 
he ftcod expecting the event, whether 
evil or good, rather with obduracy than 
courage. 


¢ Thou feeft,’ fays the Appearance, 

‘ a Genius, whom the daring: purpofe 
‘ of thy mind has convoked.from the 
¢.middle region, where he was ap- 
* pointed to wait the fignal,; and who 
¢ is now permetted to act in concert with 
* thy will. Is not this the lancuage 
‘of thy heart? — * Whatever plea- 
«¢ fure I can {natch from the hand of 
<< time, as he paffes by me, I will {e- 
«¢ cure for myfelf: my paffions fhall be 
<< ftrong, that my. enjoyments may be 
“* preat 5 
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“ oreat; for what ts the portion allots 
‘© ted to man, but the joyful madnefé 
<< that prolongs the hours of feftivity, 
‘the fierce delight that is extorted 
“* from injury byrevenge, and the fweet 
<< fucceffion of varied pleafures which 
‘* the wifh that 1s ever changing pres 
‘¢ pares for love °” 


Sad 


© Whatever thou art,’ faid Atie- 
RAN, © whofe voice has thus difclofed 
‘ the fecret of my foul, accept my ho- 
‘ mage; for I will worfhip thee: and 
‘ be thou henceforth nly wifdom and 
‘ my ftrength.’ 


‘ Arife,’ faid the Genius, ¢ for there- 

* fore am I fent. To-thy own powers, 
‘ mine fhall be fuperadded : and if, as 
© weak only, thou haft been wretched ; 
‘ hertceforth 
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* henceforth thou fhalt be happy. — 
* Take no thought for to-morrow; to- 
© morrow, my'power fhall be employed 
* in thy behalf. Be not affrighted at 
* any prodigy ; but pur thy confidence 
‘inme.’? While he was yet fpeaking | 
and the eyes of Aumonan were fixed 
upon him, a cloud gathered round 
him; and the next moment diffolving 


again into air, he difappeared. 


CHA P, 
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CHAP. IX. 


LMOR AN, when he recovered 
from his aftonifhment, and had 
reflected upon the prodigy, determined 
to wait the iffue, and refer all -his 
hopes to the interpofition of the Ge- 
nius, without attempting any thing to 
retard the marriage; at which he re- 
folved to be prefent, that he might im- 
prove any fupernatural event which 
might be produced in his favour. 


Hamer, in the mean time, was an- 
ticipating the morrow with a mixture 
of anxiety and pieafure; and though 
he had no reafon to think. any thing 

Vou. I. I could 
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could prevent his marriage, yet he 
wifhed it was over, with an impatience 
that was confiderably increafed by fear. 


Though the anticipation of the great 
event that was now fo near, kept him 
waking the ereateft part of the night, 
yet he rofe early in the morning , and 
while he waited till ALmerpa fhould be 
ready to fee him, he was told that OMar 
was without, and defired admittance. 
When he came in, Hamer, who ai- 
ways watched his countenance as a 
mariner the ftars of heaven, perceived 
that it was obfcured with perplexity . 
and grief. ‘ Tell me,’ faid Hamer, 
* whence ts the forrow that I difcover 
¢ in thy face?’ © J am forrowful,’ faid 
Omar, < not for mylelf, but for thee.’ 
At thefe words Hamer ftept back- 
: ward, 
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ward, and fixed his eyes upon Omar, 
without power. to fpeak. <‘ Confider, 
faid Omar, * that thou art not a man 


& 


" 


f 


n 


* 


ta] 
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only, but a prince: confider alfo, that 
immortality is before thee; and that 
thy felicity, during the endlefs ages 
of immortality, depends upon thy- 
felf: fear not, therefore, what thou 
cantt fuffer from others; the evil and 
the good of life are tranfient as the 
morning dew, and over thefe only 
the hand of others can prevail.’ 


Hamer, whofe attdchment to life 


was ftrong, and whole expectations of 
immediate enjoyment were high, did 
not feel the force of what Omar had 
faid, though he affented to its truth. 


& 


« 


* Yell me,’ faid he, * at once, what 


thou feareft for me; deliver me from 
12 * the 
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.* the torments of fufpenfe, and truft 
© my own fortitude to fave me from 
© defpair.” ‘ Know then,’ Jaid Omar, 
« that thou art hated by ALtmMoran, 
« and that he loves Atmerpa.” At 
this declaration, the aftonifhment of 
Hamer was equal to his concern; and 
he was in doubt whether to believe 
or difbelieve what he heard: but the 
moment he recolleéted the wiidom and 
integrity of Omar, his doubts were 
at an end; and having recovered from 
his furprize, he was about to make 
fuch enquiries’ as might gratify the 
anxious and tumultuous curiofity which 
was excited in. his breaft, when Omar, 
lifting up his hand, and beginning again 
to fpeak, Hamet remained filent. 


. Thou 
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© Thou knowett,’ faid Omar, ‘ that 
when my cheeks were yet ruddy with 
youth, and my limbs were braced by 
vigour, that mine eye was guided to 
knowledge by the lamp that is kind- 
led at midnight; and much of what 
is hidden in the innermoft receffes of 
nature, was difcovered to me: my 
prayer afcended in fecret to Him, 
with whom there is wifdom from 
everlafting to everlafting, and He il- 
Juminated my darknefs with His light. 
I know, by fuch fenfations as the 
world either feels not at all, or feels 
unnoticed without knowledge of 
their ufe, when the powers that are. 
invifible are permitted to mingle in 
the walks of men; and well I know, 
that fome being, who is more than 
mortal, has joined with ALMORAN 

_ 13 « apaintt 
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* againft thee, fince the veil of night 
© was laft fpread upon the earth.’ 


Hamet, whofe blood was chilled 
with horror, and whofe nerves were no 
onger obedient to his will, after feveral 
ineffeGtual attempts to fpeak, looked 
up at Omar; and ftriking his hand 
upon his breaft, cried out, in an ear- 
neft, but faultering voice, * What 
< thall I do?’ * Thou mutt do,’ faid 
Omar, ° that which is ricut. Let 
‘ not thy foot be drawn by any al- 
* lurement, or driven by any terror, 
* from the path of virtue. While 
© thou art there, thou art in fafety: 
* and though the world fhould unite 
© againit thee, by the united world 
© thou canft not be hurt.’ | 


‘ But 
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¢ But what friendly power,’ “aid 
Tiamet, * fhall guard even the path’ 
of virtue from grief and pain; from 
the filent fhaft of difappointed love, 
or the founding {courge of outrage- 
ous jealoufy ? Thefe, furely, have 
overtaken the foot of perfeverance 5 
and by thefe, though I fhould per- 
fevere, may my feet be overtaken.’ 
What thou fayeift,’ replied Omar, 
is true; and it is true alfo, that the 
tempeft which roots up the foreft, 
is driven over the mountain with un- 
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abated rage: but from the moun- 
tain, what can it take more than 
the vegetable duft, which the hand 
of nature has {cattered upon the mofs 
that covers it? As the dult is to the 
mountain, fo is all that the fterms 
of life can take from virtue, to the 
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« fum of good which the Omnipotent 
* has appointed for its reward.” Ha- 
met, whofe eye now expreffed a kind 
of doubtful confidence, a hope that 
was repreffed by fear, remained ftill 
filent ; and Omak, perceiving the ftate 
of his mind, proceeded to fortify it by 
new precepts: ‘* If heaven,’ faid he, 
‘ fhould vanith like a vapour, and this 
‘ firm orb of earth fhould crumble 
¢ into duft, the virtuous mind would 
© ftand unmoved amidft the ruins of 
* nature: for He, who has appointed 
‘ the heavens and the earth to fail, 
¢ has faid to virtue, “* Fear not; for 
«¢ thou canft neither perifh, nor be 
«© wretched.” Call up thy ftrength, 
‘ therefore, to the fight in which thou 
‘ art fure of conqueft: do thou only 
© that 
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* that which is r1cHT, and leave the 
‘ event to Heaven.’ 


Hamet, in this conference with 
Omar, having gradually recovered his 
fortitude; and the time being now 
near, when he was to conduct AL- 
MEIDA to the court of the palace, 
where the marriage ceremony was to 
be performed; they parted with mu- 
tual bencdi€tions, each recommending 
the other to the protection of the 
Moft High. 


At the appointed hour, the princes 
of the court being affembled, the 
mufti and the imans being ready, and 
Atmoran feated upon his throne; 
Hamer and Atmeipa came forward, 


and were placed one on the right hand, 
and 
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and the other on the left. The mufti 
was then advancing, to hear and to re- 
cord the mutual promife which was to 
unite them; ALMORAN was execrating 
the appearance of the Genius, as a de- 
jufive dream, in all the tumults of an- 
guifh and defpair; and Hamer began 
to hope, that the fufpicions of Omar 
had been ill founded ; when a flroke of 
thunder fhook the palace to its foun- 
dations, and a cloud rofe from the 
ground, like a thick fmoke, between 
Hamer and ArmzEipa. 


Autmorax, who was infpired with 
new confidence and hope, by that which 
had ftruck the reft of the affembly 
with terror, ftarted from his feat with 
an ardent and furious look, and at the 
fame moment, a voice, that iffued from 

2 the 
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the cloud, pronounced with a loud but 
hollow tone, 


‘ Fate has decreed, to ALMORAN, ALMEIDA.’ 


At thefe words, Armoran rufhed 
forward, and placing himfelf by the 
fide of Atmetpa, the cloud difap- 
peared ; and he cried out, * Let me 
¢ now proclaim to the world the fecret, 
¢ which to this moment I have hidden 
‘ in my bofom: Ilove Armgipa. The 
¢ being who alone knew my love, has 
‘ now by miracle approved it. Let his 
‘ decree be accomplifhed.” He then 
commanded that the ceremony fhould 
proceed; and feizing the hand of the 
lady, began to repeat that part of it 
which was to have been repeated by 
Hamer. But Atmeipa inftantly drew 
her hand from him in an agopy of dif 

trefs 5 
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trefs; and Hamzt, who till then had 
ftood motionlefs with amazement and 
horror, ftarted from his trance, and 
fpringing forward rufhed between them. 
Axmoranturned fiercely upon him; but 
Hamet, who having been warned by 
Omar, knew the prodigy to be effected 
by fome evil being whom it was virtue 
to refift, laid his hand upon his fcymi- 
tar, and, with a frown of indignation 
and defiance, commanded him to fland 
off: * I now know thee,” faid he, « as 
“aman; and, therefore, as a brother 
¢ T know thee not.’ 


Amora reflecting, that the foun- 
dation of this reproach was unknown 
to all who were’ prefent, and that to 
them he would therefore appear to be 
injured ; looked round with an affected 

{mile 
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{mile of wonder and compaffion, as ap- 
pealing to them from a charge that was 
thus fiercely and injurioufly brought 
againft him, and imputing it to the 
violence of fudden paffions by which 
truth and reafon were overborne. The 
eye of Hamer at once detected the 
artifice, which he difdained to expofe ; 
he, therefore, commanded the guard 
that attended to carry off ALMEIDA to 
her apartment. The guard was prepar- 
ing to obey, when Atmoran, who 
thought he had now fych an opportu- 
nity to get her into his own power as 
would never return, ordered them to 
fee her fafely lodged in his own. 
feraglio. | 


The men, who thus received oppo- 
fite commands from perfons to whom 
they 
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they owed equal obedience, ftood ftill 
in fufpenfe, not knowing which to 
prefer: Aumorawn then reproached 
them with want of obedience, not to 
him, but to God, appealing to the pro- 
digy for the juftification of his claim. 
Hamer, on the contrary, repeated his 
order, with a look and emphafis fcarce 
Jefs commanding than the thunder and 
the voice. But the priefts interpofing in 
favour of ALMORAN, upon prefump- 
tion that his right had been decided 
by a fuperior power ; the guard rufh- 
ed between Hamet and Aumeipa, 
and with looks that exprefled the ut- 
moft reluctance’ and regret, attempted 
to feparate their hands, which were 
clafped in each other. She was af- 
frighted at the violence, but yet more. 
at the apprehenfion of what was to 

| follow ; 
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follow ; fhe, therefore, turned her eyes 
upon Hamer, conjuring him not to 
leave her, in a tone of tendernels and dif 
trefs which it is impoffible to defcribe : 
he replied with a vehemence that was 
worthy of his paffion, ¢ I will not leave 
‘ thee,’ and immediately drew his fa- 
bre. At the fame moment they forced 
her from him ; and a party having in- 
terpofed to cover thofe that were car- 
rying her off, Hamer lifted up his 
weapon to force his paflage through 
them ; but was prevented by Omar, 
who, having preffed through the crowd, 
prefented himfelf before him. ‘ Stop 
“me not,’ faid Hamer, ‘ it is for 
‘Aumeipa. ‘¢ If thou wouldtt fave 
Atmeipa,’ faid Omar, © and thvielf, 
*-do that only which is ricur, What 
“ have thefe done who oppofe, thee, 

more 
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al 


more than they ought? and what 
end can their deftruction anfwer, but 
to ftain thy hands with unavailing 
murder ? Thou canft only take the 
life of a few faithful flaves, who will. 
not lift up their hands againft thee : 
thou canft not ref{cue ALmzipa from 
thy brother ; but thou canft preferve 
thyfelf from guilt.’ 
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Thefe words of Omar fufpended 
the rage of Hamer, like a charm; 
and returning his fcymitar into its 
fheath, < Let me then,’ faid he, < fuf- 
‘ fer, and be guiltlefs. It is true, that 
© againft thefe ranks my fingle arm 
‘muft be ineffectual; but if my 
* wrongs can roufe a nation to reprefs 
‘ the tyranny, that will fhortl¥ extend 
* over it the injuries that now reach 

‘ only 
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* anly to me, juftice fhall be done to 
©“ Hamer. Then turning to ALmo- 
RAN, * Henceforth,’ faid he, ‘the king~ 
‘ dom fhall be mine or thine. To go- 
< vern in concert with thee, is to affo- 
* ciate with the powers of hell. The 
* beings that are fuperior to evil, are 
¢ the friends of Hamer; and if thefe 
‘ are thy enemies, what fhall be thy 
« defence ?? ALMORAN replied only 
by a contemptuous fmile; and the af- 
{-mbly being difmiffed he retired to his 
apartment: and Hamer and Omar 
went out to the people, who had ga- 
thered in an incredible multitude about 
the palace. 


Vou. I. CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


Rumour of what had happened: 

within had reached them, which 
fome believed, and fome doubted : but 
when they faw Omar and Hamer re- 
turn together, and obferved that their 
looks were full of refentment and trou- 
ble, they became filent with attention 
in amoment; which OMar obferving, 
addreffed them with an eloquence of 
which they had often acknowledged 
the force, and of which they never re- 
pented the effect. 


He told them the tender connexion | 
between Hamer and ALMEIDA, and 
| difclofed 
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difclofed the fubtil hypocrify of Aumo- 
ran: he expatiated upon the folly of 
fuppofing, that the power that was fu- 
preme in goodnefs and truth, fhould 
command a violation of vows that had’ 
been mutually interchanged, and often 
repeated, and devote to ALMORAN 
the beauties, which could only be vo- 
luntarily furrendered to Hamer. They 
heard him with a vacant countenance’ 
of furprize and wonder; and while he 
waited for their reply, they agreed 
among themfelves, that no man could 
avoid the deftiny that was written upon 
his head; and that if Armerpa had 
thus been taken from Hamet, ani 
civen to ALMORAN, it was an event 
that by an unchangeable decrce was 
appointed to happen, and that, there- 
fore, it was their duty to acquiefce. 

K 2 Omar 
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Omar then beckoned with his “hand 
for audience a fecond time; and told 
them, thar ALMorawn had not only 
practiled the arts of forcery to deprive 
Hamer of Atmerpa, but that he me- 
ditated a defign to ufurp the fole do- 
minion,: and deprive him of the fhare 
of the government to which he had a 
right by. the will of Solyman his fa- 
ther.. This alfo they heard with the 
fame fentiments of wonder and ac- 
quiefcence : If it is decreed, faid they, 
that Atmorawn fhall be king alone, 
who can prevent. it? and if itis not, 
who, can bring it to pals? * But know 
* ye not,’ faid Omar, ‘ that When the 
‘-end is appointed,’ the means are ap- 
‘ pointed alfo. If it is decreed that 
* one of you fhall this night die by 

| * poifon, 
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“ poifon, is it not.decreed alfo that he 
* fhall drink ot °’ 


The crowd now gazed upon each 
other, without reply, for fome minutes : 
and at laft they only faid, that no ef- 
fort of theirs could change the -univer- 
fal appointment of all things; that if 
ALMORAN was to be king alone, he 
would be fo notwithftanding all oppofi- 
tion; and that if he was not to be 
king alone, no attempt of his own, 
however fupported, could make him 
fo. * I will not,’ fald Omar, ‘ con- 
« tradiét your opinion ; I will only tell 
¢ you what I have heard, and leave 
‘you to fuffer the calamities which 
‘threaten you, with a fortitude and 
© refionation that are fuitable to your — 
‘principles ; having no confolation to 

| K 3 S offer 
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© offer you, but that Hamer, whofe 
“ deftiny it was not to make you 
‘ happy, will fuffer with you the evils, 
‘ that neither he nor you could pre- 
‘ vent: the mournful comfort of this 
‘ fellowfhip, he will not be denied ; for 
* he loves you too well, te with even 
© to be happy alone.’ The crowd fixed 
their eyes upon Hamer, for whom 
their affection was now ftroncly moved, 
with looks of much greater intelligence 
and fenfibility; a confufed murmur, like 
the fall of the pebbles upon the beach 
when the furge rétires from the fhore, 
exprefied their gratitude to Hamer, 
and their apprehenfions for themfelves. 


Omar waited till they were again 
filent, and then improved the advan- 
tage he had gained. * ALMoRan,’ 

faid 
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faid he, ‘ confiders you-as the flaves of 
« his power; Hamer as the objects of 
‘ his benevolence : your lives and your 
‘ properties, in the opinion of ALMo- 
‘© pan, are below his notice; but Ha- 
‘ mer confiders his own intereft ‘as 
‘ connected with yours. When AtmMo- 
¢ pan, therefore, fhall be unchecked 
‘ by the influence of Hamer; he will 
© leave you to the mercy of fome dele- 

‘ gated tyrant, whofe whole power will 
‘ be exerted to opprefs you, that he 
« may enrich himielf,’ 


A new fire was now kindled in their 
eyes, and their cheeks glowed with 
indignation at the wrongs that threat- 
ened them; they were no longer dif- 
pofed to aét upon the principles of fa- 
tality, as they had perverfely under- 

K 4 ‘ftood 
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ftood them; and they argued at once 
hike reafonable and free. beings, whofe 
actions were in their choice, and who 
had no doubt but that their action’ 
would produce adequate effects. They 
recollected that Omar had, in the 
reign of Solyman, often refcued them 
from fuch oppreffion, as now -threat- 
ened them; and that the power of 
Hamer had fince interpofed in their 
behalf, when AtmMoran would have 
ftretched his prerogative to their hurt, 
or have left them a prey to the farmer 
of atax. * Shall Hamer,’ faid they, 
‘« be deprived of the power, that he 
‘ employs only for our benefity and 
* fhall it centerin ALMORAN, who will 
* abufe it to-our ruin? Shall we ra- 
« ther fupport ALMoR aN in the wrong 
“ he has dane to Hamer, than Ha- 

| | | * MET 
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« mer to obtain juftice of ACMoran? 
¢ Hamer is our king; let him com- 
‘ mand us, and we will obey. This 
was uttered with a fhout that ecclioed 
from the mountains beyond the city, 
and continued near a full hour. In 
the mean time, the multitude was in- 
creafing every moment; and the troops 
that Jay in and near the city having 
taken arms, fell in with the ftream: 
they were iecretly attached to Ha- 
meT, under whole eye they had been 
formed, and of whofe bounty they had 
often partaken ; ; and their fear being 
removed by the general cry, which left 
them no room to apprehend an oppo- 
fition in favour of ALMoranN, they 
were now at full liberty to follow their 
inclinations. 


tn 
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In the mean time; ALMoranN,: who 
had retired to the innermoft court of 
the palace, had heard the tumult, and 
was alarmed for his fafety: he ran 
from room to room, confufed and ter- 
rified, without attempting or directing 
any thing either for his defence or 
efcape; yet he fent every moment to 
know the flate of the infurre“tion, and 
to what end its force would be di- 
rected, 


Among thofe whom accident rather 
than choice had attached to the intereft 
ot ALMORAN, were Ofmyn and Caled : 
they were both.diftinguifhed by his fa- 
vour ; and each had conceived hopes 
that, if he fhould poffefs the throne 
alone, he would delegate his authority 
to him. ALMoran now ordered them 

to 
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to take the command of the troops, 
that were appointed to attend his per- 
fon as their peculiar duty, with as many 
others as had not declared for Hamer, 
and to fecure all the avenues that led to 
his feragito. 


Omar and Hamer were now. on 
horieback, and had begun to form the 
troops that had joined them, and as 
many others as were armed, which 
were before mingled together in a con- 
fufed multitude. An account of this 
was brought to ALMOR‘aN by Ofmyn; 
and threw him into a perturbation and 
perplexity, that difgraced his charac- 
ter, and confounded his attendants. 
He urged Ofmyn, in whom he moft 
confided, to difpatch, without giving 
him any orders to execute ; then turn- 

z | ing 
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ing from him, he uttered, in a low 
and inarticulate voice, the moft paf- 
fionate exclamations of diflrefs and 
terror, being ftruck with the thought 
that his guard might betray him : when 
he recollected himfelf, and perceived 
that Ofmyn was ftill prefent, he burft 
into a rage, and {natching out his poig- 
nard, he {wore by the foul of the Pro- 
phet, that if he did not inftently at- 
tempt fomething, he would ftab him 
to the heart. Ofmyn drew back trem- 
bling and confufed; bur having yet 
received no orders, he would have 
fpoken, but AtmMorawn drove him 
from his prefence with menaces ard 
execrations. 


The moment that Ofasyn left him, 
his rage fubfided in his fears, and his 


fears 
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fears were mingled with remorfe : 
¢ Which way foever I turn,” faid he, 
© I fee myfelf furrounded by deftruc- 
“tion. I have incenfed Ofmyn by un- 
‘ reafonable difpleafure, and caufelels 
‘ menaces. He mutt regard me at 
< once with abhorrence and contempt : 
“ and it is impaffible, but he fhould 
‘ revolt to Hamer.’ 


In this agony, the terrors of futu- 
rity rufhed upon his mind with all 
their farce ; and he ftarted as if at the 
bite of a fcorpion: ‘ Td me,’ faid he, 
© death, that now approaches, will be 
‘ but the beginning of forrow. I thall 
¢ be cut off at once from enjoyment, 
‘and from hope; and the dreadful 
© moment is now at hand.” While he 
was {peaking, the palace again fhook, 

and 


142 ALMORAN ann HAMET, 


and he ftood again in the prefence of 
the Genius. 


* Atmorawn,’ faid the inhabitant of 
the unapparent world, ‘ the evil which 
* thou feareft, fhall not be upon thee. 
‘ Make hafte, and thew thylelf from 
‘ the gallery to the people, and the 
© tumult of faction thall be ftill before 
© thee: tell them, that their rebeilion 
‘3s not againit thee only, but aggintt 
‘ Him by whom thou reigneft: ap- 
‘ peal boldly to that power tor a con- 
‘ firmation of thy words, and rely for 
« the attefting fign upon me.” ALMo- 
raAN, who had ftooped with his face 
to the ground, now looked upward; 
and found himfelf alone: he hafted, 
therefore, to follow the direétions he 

had 
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had received ; and hope was again 
kindled in his bofom. 


Ofmyn, in the mean time, made a 
proper difpofition of the troops now 
under his command; and had dire&ed 
a {elect company to remain near the 
perfon of the king, that they might at 
Jeaft make good his retreat. While he 
was waiting at his poft, and revolving 
in his mind the total difappointment 
of his hopes, and confidering what he 
fhould do if Hamer fhould eftablith 
himfelf alone, he was joined by Caled, 


Caled had a fecret enmity againgt 
Ofmyn, as his rival in the favour of 
Atmoran; but as he had conceaked 
his own pretenfions from Ofmyn, Of 
myn had no ill will againft Caled, As 

they 
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they were now likely to be involved in 
one common calamity, by the ruin of 
the prince whole party they had ef- 
poufed; Caled’s enmity fubfided, and 
the indifference of Ofmyn was warmed 
into kindnefs: mutual diftrefs pro- 
duced mutual confidence; and Caled, 
after condoling with Ofmyn on their 
prefent hopelefs fituation, propofed 
that they fhould draw off their forces, 
and revolt to Hamet. This propofi- 
tion Ofmyn rejected, not only from 
principle, but from intereft: * Now 
« we have accepted of a truft,’ faid he, 
‘we ought not to betray it. If we 
* had gone over to Hamer, when he 
‘ firft declared acainft his brother, tie 
¢ would have received us with joy, 
* and probably have rewarded our fer- 
< vice; but I know, chat his virtue 

will 
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‘ will abhor. us for treachery, though 
‘ practifed in his favour: treachery, 
‘ under the dominion of Hamer, will 
* not only cover us with difhonour, 
‘ but will probably devote us to 
© death.’ 


In this reafoning, Caled could not 
but acquiefce ; he felt himfelf fecretly 
but forcibly reproved, by the fuperior 
virtue of Ofmyn: and while he regret- 
ted his having made a propofal, which 
had been rejected not only as impru- 
dent but infamous; he concluded, that 
Ofmyn would ever after fufpect and 
tefpife him; and he, therefore, from 
‘a neW caufe, conceived new enmity 
againft him. They parted, however, 
without any appearance of fufpicion 

Vor. I, L or 
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or difguft; and, in a fhort time, they 
were in circumftances very different 
from their expectations. 


END or VOL. FE. 


ER R A T A. 


Vou. I. page 72, linc 4, after ALMEIDA, 


for upon, read from, 


Vow. Il. page 31, line penult. for fhall, 
read fhale. 


ALMORAN 


AND 


H A M E T: 


VOLUME SECOND. 


ALMORAN 


AND 


H A M E T: 


AN 


ORIENTAL TALE. 


In TWO VOLUMES. 


VOL UME ©EFECON D, 


LONDON: 


Printed for H. Payne, and W. Cropiey, 
at Dryden’s Head in Pater-nofter Row. 


MDCCLXI. 


ALMORAN 


HAM E TT. 


Sie we Se ie ae ae ae ee eae ae ee ae ee ee che ete 


CHAP. XI. 


LMORAN had now reached 

the gallery, and when the mul- 

titt.de faw him, they fhéuted as in tri- 
umph, and demanded that he fhould 
furrender. Hamer, who alfo perceived 
him at a diftance, and was unwilling 
that any violence fhould be offered to 
Vot. II, B his 
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his perfon, preffed forward, and when 
he was come near, commanded filence. 
At this moment Atmoran, with a 
loud voice, reproached them with im- 
piety and folly ; and appealing to the 
power, whom in his perfon they had 
offended, the air fuddenly grew dark, 
a flood of lightning defcended from 
the fky, and a peal of thunder was ar- 
ticulated into thefe words - 


Divided fway, the God who reigns alone 
Abhors; and gives to ALMORAN the throne. 


The multitude ftood aghaft at the 
prodigy; and hiding their faces with. 
their hands, every one departed in fi- 
lence and confufion, and Hamer and 
Omar were left alone. Omar was 
taken by fome of the foldiers who had 

adhered 
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adhered to Atmoran, but Hamer 
made his efcape. 


Aumoran, whofe wifhes were thus 
far accomplifhed by the intervention of 
a power fuperior to his own, exulted 
in the anticipation of that happtnefs 
which he now fuppofed to be fecured ; 
and was fortified in his opinion, that 
he had been wretched only becaufe he 
had been weak, and that to multiply 
and not to fupprefs his wifhes was the 
way to acquire felicity. | 


As he was returning from the gallery, 
he was met by Ofmyn‘and Caled, who 
had heard the fupernatural declaration. 
in his behalf, and learned its effeéts. 
Axtmoran, in that hafty flow of un- 
bounded but capricious favour, which, 

B 2 in 
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in contracted minds, is the effect only 
of unexpected good fortune, raifed 
Ofmyn from his feet to his bofom: 


4 


6 


& 


4 
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~ . 


As in the trial,’ faid he, * thou haft 
been faithful, I now inveft thee with 
a juperior truft, ‘The toils of ftate 
fhall from this moment devolve 
upon thee; and from this moment, 
the delights of empire unallayed fhall 
be mine: I will recline at eafe, re- 
mote from every eye but thofe that 
reflect my own felicity; the felicity 
that I fhall tafte in fecret, furround- 
ed by the fmiles of beauty, and the 
gaities of youth. Like heaven, I 
will reign unfeen; and like heaven, 
though unfeen, I will be adoted.’ 


‘Ofmyn received this delegation of 
power with a tumultuous pleafure, that 
was expreffed only by filence and con- 


fufion. 
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Fufion. ALMORAN remarked it; and 
exulting in the pride of power, he fud- 
denly changed his afpect, and regard- 
ing Ofmyn, who was yet blufhing, and 
whofe eyes were fwimming in tears of 
pratitude, with a {tern and ardent coun- 
tenance ; ‘ Let me, however,’ faid he, 
© warn thee to be watchful in thy truft: 
¢ beware, that no rude commotion vio- 
‘ late my peace by thy faulc; left my 
‘ anger {weep thee in a moment to de- 
‘ ftruction.? He then direéted his eye 
to Caled: * And thoy too,’ faid he, 
‘ haft been faithful; be thou next in 
‘ honour and in power to Ofmyn. 
« Guard both of you my paradife from 
© dread’and care; fulfill the duty that 
© I have affigned you, and live.’ 


B 3 He 
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He was then informed by a meffen- 
ger, that Hamer had efcaped, and 
that Omar was taken. As he -now 
defpifed the power both of Hamer and 
Omar, he exprefied neither concersi 
nor anger that Hamer had fled; but 
he ordered Omar to be brought be- 
fore him. 


When Omar appeared bound and 
difarmed, he regarded him with a fmile 
of infult and derifion ; and afked him, 
what he had now to hope. ‘ I nave, 
¢ indeed,’ faid Omar, * much lefs to 
‘ hope, than thou haft to fear” * Thy 
* infolence,’ faid Atmoran, ‘ is equal. 
« to thy folly: what power on éarth is 
* there, that ] fhould fear?” * Thy 
‘ own,’ faid Omar. $ IJ have not lei- 
‘ fure now,’ replied ALMoraN, ‘ to 

¢ hear 


‘ 


a 


n 
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hear the paradoxes of thy philofbphy 
explained: but to fhew thee, that I 
fear not thy power, thou fhalt live. 


© T will leave thee to hopelefs regret; 


aw a) ca e * “ ra an tal r a) * ww nw w 
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to wiles that have been fcorned 
and defeated, to the unheeded pe- 
tulance of dotage; to the fondnefs 
that is repayed with neglect ; to reft- 
lefs wifhes, to credulous hopes, and 
to derided command : to the flow and 
complicated torture of defpifed old 
age; and that, when thou fhalt long 
have abhorred thy being, fhall deftroy 
it.” ‘The mifery,” faid Omar, ‘which 
thou haft menaced, it is not in thy 
power to inflict. As thou haft taken 
from me all that I poffefled by the 
bounty of thy father, it is true 


‘that Iam poor; it is true allo, that 


my knees are now feeble, and 
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bend with the weight of years that is 
upon me. I am, as thou art, a man; 
and therefore I have erred: but I 
have ftill kept the narrow path in 
view with a faithful vigilance, and to 
that I have foon returned: the paift, 
therefore, I do not regret; and the fu- 
ture I have no caufe to fear. In Him 
who is moft merciful, I have hope ; 
and in that hope even now I rejoice 
before thee. My portion in the pre- 
fent hour, is adverfity : but I receive 
it, not only with humility, but thank- 


fulnefs ; for I know, that whatever 
is ordained is beft.’ 


Axtmoran, in whofe heart ,there 


were no traces of Omar’s virtue, and 


therefore no foundation for his confi- 
dence; fuftained himfelf againft their 


force, 
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force, by treating them as hypocrify 
and affectation: * 1 know,’ fays he, 
* that thou haft long learned to eccho 
¢ the fpecious and pompous founds, by 
‘which hypocrites conceal their wretch- 
© ednefs, and excite the admiration of 
‘ folly and the contempt of wifdom: 
* yet thy walk in this place, fhall be 
© fill unreftrained. Here the {plendor of 
© my felicity fhall fill thy heart with 
‘envy, and cover thy face with con- 
‘ fufion; and from thee fhall the world 
‘ be inftruéted, that the enemies of 
¢ ALMORAN Can move ho paffion in his 
‘ breaft but contempt, and that moft 
© co punifh them is to permit them to 
© jive,’ 


Omar, whofe eye had tiff now been 
fixed upon the ground. regarded Ar- 
MORAN 
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MORAN with a calm but fteady counte- 
nance: ‘* Here then,’ faid he, * will } 
‘ follow thee, conftant as thy fhadow ; 
‘ tho’, as thy fhadow, unnoticed or ne- 
« elected: here fhall mine eye watch 
* thofe evils, that were appointed from 
* everlaiting to attend upon guilt: and 
here thall my voice warn thee of 
* their approach. From thy breaft may 


* they be averted by righteoufnefs! for 
without this, though all the worlds 
that roll above thee fhould, to aid 
“thee, unite ‘all their power, thar 
‘ power can aid thee only to be 
wretched.’ 


a 


-” 


AxLMmoran, in all the pride of gra- 
tified ambition, invefted with domi- 
nion that had no kmits, and _ allied 
with powers that were s.ore than mor- 

3 tal ; 
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tal; was overawed by this addrefs, and 
his countenance grew pale. But the 
next moment, difdaining ta be thus 
controuled by the voice of a flave, his 
cheeks were fuffufed with the blufhes 
of indignation : he turned from Omar, 
in fcorn, anger, and confufion, without 
reply; and Omar departed with the 
calm dignity of a benevolent and fupe- 
rior being, to whom the imiles and 
frowns of terreftrial tyranny were alike 
indifferent, and in whom abhorrence 
of the turpitude of vice was mingled 
with compaffion for its folly. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


N the mean time, Anmeipa, who 
had been conveyed to an apart- 
ment in AtMoran’s feraglio, and de- 
livered to the care of thofe who attend- 
ed upon his women, fuffered all that 
grief and terror could inflict upon a ge- 
nerous, a tender, and a delicate mind; 
yet in this complicated diftrefs, her at- 
tention was principally fixed upon 
Hamet. The difappointment of | his 
hope, and the violation of his right, 
were the chief objects of her reeret 
and her fears, in all that had already 
happened, and in all that was ftill to 
come; every infult that.zuight be of- 
‘fered 
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fered to herfelf, fhe confidered as an 
inury to him. Yet the thoughts of 
all that he might fuffer in her perfon, 
eave way to her apprehenfions of what 
might befall him in his own: in his fi- 
tuation, every calamity that her imagi- 
nation could conceive, was poffible ; 
her thoughts were, therefore, bewil- 
dered amidft an endlefs variety of 
dreadful images, which ftarted up be- 
fore them which way foever they were 
turned ; and it was impoffible that fhe 
could gain any certain intelligence of 
his fate, as the {plendid’prifon in which 
fhe was now confined, was furrounded 
by mutes and eunuchs, of whom no- 
thing could be learned, or in whofe re- 
port no cbnfidence could be placed. 


While 
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While her mind was in this ftate of 
agitation and diftrefs, fhe perceived 
the door open, and the next mo- 
ment ALMORAN entered the apartment. 
When fhe faw him, fhe turned from 
him with a look of unutterable an- 
guith ; and hiding her face in her veil, 
fhe burft into tears. The tyrant was 
moved with her diftrefs; for unfeel- 
ing obduracy is the vice only of the 
old, whole jenfibility has been worn 
away by the habitual perpetration of 
reiterated wrongs. 


He approached her with looks of 
kindnefs, and his voice was involun- 
tarily modulated to pity; fhe was, 
however, too much abforbed in her 
own {forrows, to reply. He gazed 
upon her with tendernefs and admira- 

tion ; 
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tion; and taking her hand into his 
own, he preffed it ardently to his bo- 
fom: his compaffion foon kindled into 
cefire, and from foothing her dittrefs, 
he began to folicit her love. This in- 
ftantly roufed her attention, and re- 
fentment now fufpended her grief: fhe 
turned from him with a firm and 
haughty ftep, and inftead of anfwer- 
ing his profeffions, reproached him with 
her wrongs. Atmoraw, that he might 
at once addrefs her virtue and her paf- 
fions, obferved, that though he had lov- 
ed her from the firft moment he had feen 
her, yet he had concealed his paffion 
even from her, til] it had received the 
fanction of an invifible and fuperior pow- 
er; that\he came, therefore, the mef- 
fenger Tone ; and that he offered 
her unrivalled empire and everlafting 

love, 
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love. To this fhe anfwered only by 
an impatient and fond enquiry after 
Hamet. * Think not of Hamer,’ faid 
AtmMoran; * for why fhould he who 
“« is rejected of Heaven, be ftill the fa- 
‘ vourite of ALmMEipa?’ © If thy hand,’ 
faid Aumeipa, ‘ could quench in 
* everlaiting darknefs, that vital fpark 
‘ of intellectual fire, which the word 
‘ of the Almichty has kindled in my 
© breaft to burn for ever, then might 
* Atmerpa ceafe to think of Hamer; 
¢ but while that fhall live, whatever 
© form it fhall inhabic, or in whatever 
‘ world it fhall refide, his image fhall 
‘ be for ever prefent, and to him fhail 
«my love be for ever true.’ This 
glowing declaration of her love for Ha- 
MET, was immediately fuccedded by a 
tender anxiety for his fafety ; and a fud- 

den 
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den refleétion upon the probability of 
his death, and the danger of his fitua- 
tion if alivey threw her again into 
tears. | 


Atmoran, whom the ardour and 
impetuofity of her paffions kept forne- 
times filent, and fometimes threw into 
confufion, again attempted to footh and 
comfort her: fhe often urged him to 
tell her what was become of his bro- 
ther, and he as often evaded the quc!- 
tion. As fhe was about t6 renéw her 
enquiry, and reflected that it’ had al- 
ready been often made, and had nor 
yet been anfwered, fhe thoucht that At- 
MoRAN had already put him to death : 
this ah 
which he did not immediately difcover 
the caufe; but as he foon learned it from 

Vor. II. C | Le 


rew her into a new avony, of 
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her reproaches and exclamations, he 
perceived that he could not hope te 
be heard, while fhe was In doubt about 
the fafety of Hamer. In order, there- 
fore, to footh her mind, and pre- 
vent its being longer poffeffed with an 
image that excluded every other; he 
affumed a look of concern and aftonifh- 
ment at the imputation of a crime, 
which was at once fo horrid and fo un- 
neceflary. Ater a folemn deprecation 
of iuca enormous guilt, he oblerved, 
thar as.it was now impoffible for Ha- 
mer to fucceed as his rival, either in 
empire or in love, without the breach 
of a command, which he knew his vVir- 
tue would implicitly obey; he had no 
motive either to defire his ddath, or 
to reftrain his liberty: ‘ His walk,’ 
fays he, .* is Gi) uncircumfcribed in 

* Perfias 
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* Perfia; and except this chamber, 
‘there is no part of the palace to 
‘ which he is not admitted.’ 


To this declaration Atmeipa lift- 
ened, as to the mufic of paradile; and 
it fufpended for a-while every paffion, 
but her love: the fudden eafe of her 
mind made her regardlefs of all about 
her, and fhe had in this interval fuffered 
ALMORAN to remove her veil, without 
reflecting upon what he was doing. 
The moment fhe recolle&ted herfelf, 
fhe made a gentle effort to recover it, 
with fome confufion, but without an- 
ger. The pleafure that was exprefied 
in her eyes, the blufh thar glowed up- 
on her cheek, and the conteft about 
the veil, which to an amorous imagina- 
tion had an air of dalliance, concurred 

C 2 to 
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to heighten the paffion of Armoran 
almoft to phrenfy: fhe perceived her 
danger in his looks, and her fpirits in- 
ftantly took the alarm. He feized her 
hand, and gazing ardently upon her, 
he conjured her, with a tone and em- 
phafis that ftronely expreffed the tu- 
inultuous vehemence of his withes, 
that fhe would renounce the rites which 
had been forbidden above, and that 
fhe would receive him to whom by mi- 
racle fhe had been alloted. 


ALMEIDA, whom the manner and 
voice cf ALMORAN had terrified into 
filence, anfweréd him at firft only with 
a look that expreffed averfion and dif 
dain, over-awed by fear. © Wilt thou 
‘not, fid AtmMoran, © fulfill the 
© decrees of Heaven? I conjure thee, 

« by 


« 


AL MORAN ann HAMET. a1 


by Heaven, to anfwer.” From this 


folemn reference to Heaven, ALmei- 
pa derived new fortitude: fhe in- 
ftantly recollected, that fhe ftood in 
the prefence of Him, by whofe per- 
miffion only every other power, ‘whe- 
ther vifible or invifible, can difpente 


evil or good: * Urge no more,’ faid 
fhe, * as the decree of Heaven, that 


¢ 


« 


¢ 


¢ 


& 


& 


which is inconfiftent with Divine per- 
fection. Can He, in whofe hand 
my heart is, command me to wed 
the man whom he has not enabled me 
to love ? Can the Pure, the Juft, the 
Merciful, have ordained that I fhould 
fuffer embraces. which I Joath, and 
violate vows which His laws per- 
mitted me to make? Can He 
shave ordained a perfidious, a love- 
iefs, and a joyle{s proftirution ? What 

<3 if. 
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‘ if a thoufatd prodigies thould con- 
« cur to enforce it a thoufand times, 
¢ the deed itfelf would be a ftronger 
‘ proof that thofe prodigies were the 
¢ works of darknefs, than thofe prodi- 
‘ ores that the deed was commanded 
© by the Facher of light.’ 


ALMORAN, whofe hopes were. now 
blafted to the root, who perceived that 
the virtue of AtMzIpa could neither 
be deceived nor overborne ; that fhe 
at once contemned his power, and ab- 
horred his love ; gave way to all the 
furies of his mind, which now flum- 
bered no more: his countenance ex- 
preffed at once anger, indignation, and 
defpair; his gefture became furious, 
and his voice was loft in menaces and 
execrations. ALMEIDA beheld him 


with 
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with an earneft yet fteady countenance, 
till he vowed to revenge the indignity 
he had fuffered, upon Hamer. At 
the name of Hamer, her fortitude for- 
fook her; the pride of virtue gave way 
to the foftnefs of love; her cheeks be. 
came pale, her Inps trembled, and tak- 
ing hold of the robe of Atmoran, 
fhe threw herfelf at his feet. His fury 
was at firft fufpended by hope and ex- 
pectation; but when from her words, 
which grief and terror had rendered 
fcarce articulate, he, could learn ony 
that fhe was pleading for Hamer, he 
burft from her in an extafy cf rage , 
and forcing his robe from her hand, 
with a violence that draeged her after 
it, he rufhed out of the chamber, and 
left her proftrate upon the ground. 


Ca As 


24 ALMORAN ann HAMET. 


As he paffed through the gallery: 
with a hafty and difordered pace, he 
was feen by Omar ; who knowing 
that he was returned from an interview 
with AtmMzipa, and conjecturing from 
his appearance what had happened, 
judged that he ought not to neglect 
this opportunity to warn him once more 
of the delufive phantoms, which, under 
the appearance of pleafure, were lcad- 
ing him to deftruction: he, therefore, 
icHowed him unperceived, till he had 
reached the apartment in which he had 
been ufed to retire alone, and heard 
nvain the loud and tumultuous excla- 
mations, which.were wrung from his 
heart by the anguifh of difappoint- 
ment: * What have I gained,’ faid he, 
‘ by abfolute dominion! The flave 
* who, fecluded from the gales of life 

‘ and 
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‘ and from the light of “heaven, toils 
‘ without hope in the darknefs of the 
‘ mine, riots in the delights of para- 
¢ dife compared with me. By the ca- 
‘.price of one woman, I am robbed 
‘ not only of enjoyment but of peace, 
© and condemned for ever to the tor- 
‘ ment of unfatisfied defire.’ 


Omar, who was impatient to ap- 
prize him that he was not alone, and 
to prevent his difclofing fentiments 
which he withed to canceal, now threw 
himfclf upon the ground at his feet. 
‘ Prefumptuous flave!’ faid ALmo- 
ran, ‘ from whence, and wherefore 
‘ art thou come’ * I am come,’ faid 
Omar, * to tell chee that nor the ca- 
‘ price of a woman, but the wifhes of 
‘ ArMoRaN, have made ALMoKAN 

© Wretched.’ 
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‘ wretched.’ The king, ftung with the 
reproach, drew back, and with a fu- 
rious look laid his hand upon his poig- 
nard; but was immediately reftrained 
from drawing it, by his pride. ¢ Lam 
come,” faid Omar, § to repeat that 


ra 


tad 


truth, upon which, great as thou art, 
thy fate is fufpended. Thy power 
extends not to the mind of another, 
exert it, therefore, upon thy own: 
fupprefs the wifhes, which thou canft 
not fulfill; and fecure the happinefs 
that is within thy reach.’ 


a 


tal 


* 


r 


x, 
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Aumoran, who could bear no lon- 
ger to hear the precepts which he dif- 
dained to practife, fternly commanded 
Omar to depart: ‘ Be gone,’ faid he, 
‘ left 1 crufh thee like a noifome rep- 
* tile, which men cannot but abhor, 

© though 
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‘ though it is too contemptible to be 
‘ feared.” © I go,’ faid Omar, ¢ that 
‘ my warning voice may yet again re- 
‘ call thee to the path of wifdom and 
‘of peace, if yet again I fhall behold 
© thee while it 1s to be found.’ 


CHAPB, 
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CHAP. XIII. 


LMOR AN was now left alone; 

and throwing himfelf upon a 

fofa, he fat fome time motionlcfs and 
filent, as if all his faculties had been. 
fufpended in the ftupefaction of defpair. 
He revolved in his mind the wihes 
that had been gratified, and the happi- 
nefs of which he. had been difappoint- 
ed: ‘ I defired,’ faid he, ¢ the pomp 
‘and power of undivided dominion ; 
¢and Hamer was driven from the 
¢ throne which he fhared with me, by 
© a voice from heaven: I defired to 
* break off his marriage with ALMEI- 
“pa; and it was broken off by a pro- 


* digy, 


“ nm 
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digy, when no human power could 
have accomplifhed my defire. It was 
my with alfo to have the perfon of 


« ALMEIDA In my power, and this with 


” 


nw 


alio has been gratified, yet I am ftill 
wretched. But Lam wretched, only 


‘ becaufe the means have not been ade- 


rh ra) nm a’ ft Cad nw nm “ af a’ On 


nm 


quate to the end: what I have hi- 
therto obtained, I have not defired 
for itfelf; and of that, for which I 
defired it, 1 am not poffeffed: I am, 
therefore, ftill wretched, becaufe I 
am weak. With the foul of Armo- 
ran, I fhould have the form of Ha- 
Met: then my wilhes would indeed 
be filled; then would Atmezipa blefs 
me with confenting beauty, and the 
fplendor of my power fhould diilin- 
cuith only the intervals.of my love ; 
my enjoyments would then be certain 

and 
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“and permanent, neither blafted by 
‘ difappointment, nor withered by fa- 
“ tiety.” When he had uttered thefe 
refle@lions with the utmoft vehemence 
and agitation, his face ‘was again cb- 
fcured by gloom and defpair ; his pof- 
ture was again fixed, and he was fall- 
ing back into his former ftate of filent 
abftraction, when he was fuddenly- 
roufed by the appearance of the Ge- 
nius, the fincerity of whofe friend- 
fhip he began to diftruff. 


¢ ALMORAN,’ faid the Genius, * if 
‘ thou art not yet happy, know that 
‘ my powers are not yet exhaufted : 
« fear me not, but let thine ear be at- 
¢ tentive to my voice.” The Gentus 
then ftretched out his hand towards 
him, in which there was ap emerald of 
: | great 
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great luftre, cut into a figwre that had 
four and twenty fides, on each of which 
was engraven a different letter. * Thou 
© feeft,’ faid he, * this talifman: on 
each fide of it is: engraven one of 
thofe myfterious characters, of which 
are formed all the words of all the 
languages that arc {fpoken by angels, 
genii, and men. This fhall enable 
“thee to change thy figure:-and what, 
under the form of Atmoran, thou 
canft not accomplifh, thou fhalt flil! 
be able to effect, if it can be effected 
by thee, in the forni of any other. 
Point only to the letters that com- 
pofe the name of him, whole appear- | 
‘ance thou wouldft affume, and ic is 
“done. Remember only, that upon 
‘ him, whofe appearance thou fhall af- 

* fume, thine fhall be impreft, till thou 
© reftoreft — 
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© reftoreft his own. Hide the charm in 
‘thy bofom, and avail thyfelf of its 
‘ power.’ AurmMoRAN received the ta- 
Yifman in a tranfport of gratitude and 
joy, and the Genius immediately, dif- 
appeared. 


The ufe of this talifman was fo ob- 
vious, that it was impoffible to overloak 
it. ALMORAN Inftantly conccrved the 
defign with which it was given, and 
determined inftantly to put it in exe- 
cution: ‘ 1 will now,’ faid he, « af- 
‘ fume the figure of Hamer ; and my 
* Jove, in all its ardour, fhall be rerurn- 
© ed by Armzipa.’ As his fancy kind- 
led at the anticipation of his happinefs, 
he ftood mufing in a pleafing fufpenfe, 
and indulged himfelf in the contem- 
plation of the feveral eradations, by 

which 
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which he fhould afcend tg the famnfit 
of his wifhes. 


Juft at this moment, Ofmyn, whom 
he had commanded to attend him at this 
hour, approached his apartment: At- 
MORAN was roufed by the found of his 
foot, and fuppofed it to be Omar, who 
had again intruded upon his privacy ; 
he was enraged at the interruption 
which had broken’ a feries of imagina- 
tions fo flattering and luxurious; he 
fnatched out his poignard, and lifting 
up his arm for the ftroke, haftily turn- 
ed round to have ftabbed him, but 
fecing Ofmyn, he difcovered his miftake 
jaft in time to prevent the blow. 


Ofmyn, who was not confcious of 
any crime, nor indeed of any att that 
— Vou. I. D eouid 
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could have «given occafion of offences 
{tarted back terrified and - amazed, 
and ftood trembling in fufpenfe whe- 
ther to remain or to withdraw. ALMo- 
RAN, in the mean time, fheathed the 
inftrument of death, and bid him fear 
nothing, for he fhould not be hurt. 
He then turned about; and putting 
his hand to his forehead, ftood again 
filent in a mufing pofture: he recol- 
le€ted, that if he affumed the figure of 
Hamer, it was neceffary he fhould 
give orders for Hamer to be admitted 
to Atmermpa, as he would otherwife 
be excluded by the delegates of his 
own authority ;.turning, therefore, to 
Ofmyn, * Remember,’ faid he, * that 
© whenever Hamer fhall return, it is 
* my command, that he be admitted to 
© ALMEIDA,’ 


Ofmyn, 
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Ofmyn; who was pleafed with an 
opportunity of recommending himfelf 
to ArMorRAN, by praifiny an act of ge- 
nerous virtue which he fuppofed him 
now to exert in favour of his brother, 
received the command with a look, 
that expreffed not only approbation but 
joy: © Let the fword of deftruction,’ 
faid he, ‘ be the guard of the tyrant; 
* the ftreneth of my lord fhall be the 
‘ bonds of love: thofe, who honour 
‘ thee as ALMORAN, hall rejoice in 
¢ thee as the friend of Hamer.’ To 
Atmoran, who was confcious to no 
kindnefs for his brother, the praife of 
Ofmyn was a reproach: he was offend- 
ed at the joy which he faw kindled in 
his countenance, by a command to 
fhew favour to Hamer ; and was fired 

D 2 with 
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with fudden tage at that condemnation 
of his real conduét, which was implied 
by an encomium on the generofity of 
which he affumed the appearance for a 
malevolent and perfidious purpofe: his 
brow was contracted, his lip quivered, 
and the hilt of his dagger was again 
grafped in his hand. Ofmyn was again 
overwhelmed with terror and confufion; 
he had again offended, but knew not his 
offence. In the mean time, ALMORAN 
recollecting that to exprefs difpleafure 
apainft Ofmyn was to betray his own: 
fecret, endeavoured to fupprefs his an- 
ger; but his anger was fucceeded by 
rermnorfe, regret, and difappointment,. 
The anguifh of his mind broke out in 
imperfect murmurs: * What I am, 
faid he, < is, to this wretch, the object 
“not only of hatred*but of fcorn; and 
¢ he 
3. 
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* he commends only what I am not, 
* in what to him I would feem ta be.’ 


Thefe founds, which; tho’ not arti- 
culate; were yet uttered with gréat 
emotion, were ftill miftaken by -Of 
myn for the overflowings of capricious 
and caufelefs anger: ‘ My life, fays 
he ta himfelf, « is even now fufpend- 
© edin a doubtful balance. When- 
* ever I approach this tyrant, I tread 
‘ the borders of deftruction: like a 
‘ hood-winked wretch, who is left to 
© wander near the brink of a precipice, 
‘ T know my danger; but which way 
© foever I turn, I know net whether I 
* fhall incur or avoid it.’ 


In thefe refle&tions, did the fove- 
reign and the flave pafs thofe moments, 
D 3 in 
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in which théfovereign intended to ren- 
der the flave fubfervient to his pleafure 
or his fecurity, and the flave intended 
to exprefs a zeal which he really felt, 
and a homage which his heart had al- 
ready paid. Ofmyn was at length, 
however, difmiffed with an affurance, 
that all was well; and ALMORAN was 
again left to reflect with anguifh upon 
the paft, to regret the prefent, and to 
anticipate the future with {folicitude, 
anxiety, and perturbation. 


He was, however, determined to af- 
fume the figure of his brother, by the 
talifman which -had been put into his 
power by the Genius: but juft as he 
was about to form the fpell, he re- 
collected, that by the fame act he would 
imprefs his own likenefs upon H AMET, 

who 
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who would confequently.be invefted 
with his power, and might ufe it to his 
deftruction, This held him fome time 
in fufpenfe: but reflecting that Ha- 
MET might not, perhaps, be apprized 
of his advantage, till it was too late to 
improve it; that he was now a fugi- 
tive, and probably alone, leaving Per- 
fia behind him with all the {peed he 
could make; and that, at the worft, 
if he fhould be ftill near, if he fhould 
know the transformation as foon as it 
fhould be made, and fhould inftantly 
take the moft effectual meafures to-im- 
prove it; yet as he could diffolve the 
charm in a moment, whenever it fhould 
be neceffary for his fafety, no formi- 
dable danger could be incurred by the 
experiment, to: which he, therefore, 
proceeded without delay. 

D 4 CriA P, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


N the mean time, Hamer, to whom 
his own fafety was of no importance 
but for the fake of ALMzipa, refolved, 
if poffible, to conceal himfelf near the 
city. Having, therefore, reached the 
confines of the'defert, by which it was 
bounded .on the eaft, he quitted his 
horfe, and determined to remain there 
till the multitude was difperfed, and 
the darknefs of the evening might con- 
ceal his return, when in lefs than an 
hour he could reach the palace. 


He fat down at the foor of the 
mountain Kabeffed, without confider- 
- | ing, 


ALMORAN ann HAMET. 4x 


ing, that in this place he was moft ike- 
ly to be found, as thofe who travel the 
defert feldom fail to enter the cave that 
winds its way under the mountain, to 
drink of the water that iffues there 
from a clear and copious fprinp. 


He reviewed the fcenes of the day 
that was now nealy paffed, with a 
mixture of aftonifhment and diftrefs, to 
which no defcription can be equal. 
The fudden and amazing change that 
a few hours had made in his fituation, 
appeared like a wild and ditrefsful 
dream, from which he almoft doubted: 
whether he fhould not wake to the 
power and the felicity that he had loft, 
He fat fome time bewildered in the 
hurry and multiplicity of his thoughts, 
and at length burft out into paffionate 

exclamations : 
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exclamations: © What,’ fays he, * and 


€ 


* 
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where am I? Am I, indeed, Ha- 


“met; that fon of Solyman who di- 


vided the dominion of Perfia with 
his brother, and who poffeffed the 
love of Armeipa alone? Dreadful 
viciffitude ! I am now an outcatt, 
friendlefs and forlorn; without an af- 
fociate, and without a dwelling: for 
me the cup of adverfity overflows, 


_and the laft dregs of forrow have 


been wrung out for my portion : the 
powers not only of the earth, but 
of the air, have combined againft 


‘me; and how can I ftand alone be- 


fore them? But is there no power 
that will interpofe in my behalf? If 
He, who is fupreme, is good, I fhall 
not perifh. But wherefore am I thus ? 
Why fhould the defires of vice be 

« accomplifhed 
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accomplifhed by fuperfor powers ; 
and why fhould fuperior powers be 
permitted to difappoint the expecta- 
tions of virtue ? Yet let me not 
rafhly queftion the ways of Him, in 
whofe balance the world is weighed : 
by Him, every evil is rendered fub- 
fervient to good; and by His wifdom, 


§ the happinefs of the whole is fecured. 
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Yet J am but a part only, and fora 
part only I can feel. Tome, what 
is that goodnefs of which I dg 
not partake? In my cup the gall is 
unmixed; and have I not, therefore, 


‘ a right to complain? But what have 


I faid? Let not the gloom that fur- 
rounds me, hide from me the prof- 


- pect of immortality. Shall not eter- 
' nity atone for time? Eternity, to 


which the duration of ages is but 
© as 
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< as an ator to a world! Shall I not, 
¢« when this momentary feparation is 
* paft, again meet AtmErpa to part 
‘ no more ? and fhall not a purer flame 
* than burns upon the earth, unite us ? 
< Evenatthis moment, hermind, which 
‘ not the frauds of forcery can taint or 
‘ alienate, is mine: that pleafure which 
‘- the referved for me, cannot be taken 
* by force; it 1s m the confent alone 
«that it fubfifts; and from the joy 
‘, that fhe feels, and from that: only; 
é proceeds the joy fhe can beftow.’ 


With thefe reflections he foothed the 
anguifh of his mind, till the dreadful 
moment arrived, in which the power 
of the talifman took place, and the fi- 
gure of ALMORAN Was changed i into 

« * that 
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that of Hamer, and the fiture of H«- 
MET into that of ALMORAN, 


At the moment of transformation, 
Hamer was feized with a fudden. lan- 
guor, and his faculties were fufpended 
as by the ftroke of death. When.zhe 
secovered, his limbs ftill trembled, and 
his lips were parched with thirft: he 
sole, therefore, and entering the ca- 
vern, at the mouth of which he had 
been fitting, he ftooped over the well 
to drink ; but glancing his eyes upon 
the water, he faw, with aftonithmene 
and horror, that it refleéted, not his 
own countenance, but that of his bro: 
ther, He ftarted back from the pro- 
digy ; and fupporting himfelf againtft 
the fide of the rock, he ftood fome 
time like a ftatue, without the power 

of 
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of recollection : but at length the 
thought fuddenly rufhed i into his mind, 
that the fame forcery which had fuf- 
pended his marriage, and driven him 
from the throne, was ftill practifed 
apainft him; and that the change of 
his figure to that of ALMoRAN, was 
the effe€: of ALMoORan’s having affum- 
ed his likenefs, to obtain, in this dif- 
guife, whatever ALmzipa could be- 
ftow. This thought, like.a whirlwind 
of the defert, totally fubverted his 
mind ; his fortitude was borne down, 
and his hopes were rooted up; no 
principles remained to regulate his con- 
duct, but all was phrenfy, confufion, 
and defpair. He rufhed out of the 
cave with a furious and diftracted 
look ; and went in hafte towards the 
city, without having formed any de« 


fign, 
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fisn, ot corifidered any *confequence 
that might follow. 


The fhadows of the mountains were 
now lengthened by the declining fun; 
and the approach of evening had invited 
Omar to meditate in a grove, that was 
adjacent to the gardens of the palace. 
From this place he was feen at fome 
diftance by Hamer, who came up to 
him with a hafty and difordered pace; 
and Omar drew back with a cold and 
diftant reverence, which the power and 
the character of An MoRAN concurred to 
excite. Hamer, not reflecting upon 
the caufe of this behaviour, was of- 
fended, and reproached him with the 
want of that friendthip he had fo often 
profeffed : the vehemence of his ex- 


preffion and demeanor, fuited well with 
the 
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the appearance of Aimoran; ard 
Omar, as the beft proof of that friend- 
fhip which had been impeached, took 
this opportunity to repeat his admoni- 
tions in the behalf of Hamer: * What 
* ever evil,’ faid he, ‘ thou cantt bring 
< upon Hamer, will be doubled to 
‘ thyfelf: to his virtues, the Power 
¢ that fills infinitude 1s a friend, and he 
« can be afflicted only till they are per- 
‘ fe&; but thy fufferings will be the 
¢ punifhment of vice, and as long as 
¢ chou art vicious they muft increafe. 


Hamet, who inftantly recollected 
for whom he was miftaken, and the 
anguifh of whofe mind was for a mo- 
ment fufpended by this teftimony of 
efteem and kindnefs, which could not 
potibly be feigned, and which was 

paid 
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paid him at the rifque of life, when it 
could not be known that he received 
it; ran forward to embrace the hoary 
face, who had been the guide of his 
youth, and cried out, ina voice that 
was broken by contending paffions, 
‘ The face is the face of ALMoran; 
‘ but the heart is the heart of Hamer.’ 


Omar was ftruck dumb with afto- 
nifhment; and Hamer, who was impa- 
tient to be longer miftaken, related all 
the circumftances of his transforma. 
tion, and reminded han of fome parti- 
culars which could be known only to 
themfelves : ¢ Canit thou not yet be- 
© lieve,’ faid he, * that I am Hamer? 
‘ when thou haft this day feén me 
‘ banifhed from my kingdom; whén 
© thou haft now met me a fugitive 
Vor. I. E “returning 
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‘ returning from the defert; and when 
© I learnt from thee, fince the fun 
‘.was rifen which is not yet fet, 
* that. more than mortal powers were 
‘ combined againft me.’ ¢* I now 
© believe,’ faid Omar, * that thou, 
‘ indeed, art Hamer.’ ¢ Stay me not 
© then,’ faid Hamer; * but come with 
‘ me to revenge.’ * Beware,’ faid O- 
MAR, ‘ left thou endanger the lofs of 
‘ more than empire and ALMEIDA.’ 
‘ If not to revenge,’ faid Hamer,’ I 
‘ may at leaft be permitted to punih.’ 
« Thy mind,’ fays Omar, © is now in 
¢ fuch a ftate, that to punifh the crimes 
by which thou haft been wronged, 
‘ will dip thee in the guilt of blood. 
-¢ Why elfe are we forbidden to take 
«vengeance for ourfelves ? and why is 
¢ it referved as the PRneae of the 

Mott 
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€ Moft High? In Him, and in Him 
* alone, it is goodnefs guided by wif- 
* dom: He approves the means, orfly 
* as neceffary to the end; He wounds 
‘ only to heal, and deftroys only to 
‘ave; He has complacence, not in 
‘the evil, but in the good only 
‘ which it is appointed to produce. 
‘ Remember, therefore, that he, to 
“whom the punifhment of another 
“is fweet; though his act may be 
¢ juit with refpect to others, with re- 
< fpeét to himfelf it is a deed of 
* darknefs, and abhorred by the Al- 
©‘ mighty.” Hamer, who had ftood 
abftracted in the contemplation of 
the new injury he had _ fuffered, 
while Omar was perfuading him not 
to revenge it, ftarted from his pof- 
ture in all the wildnefs of diftrac- 

E 2 tion ; 
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© tion; and burfting away fram OMar, 
‘ with an ardent and furious look 
‘“hafted toward the palace, and was 
¢ foon out of fight. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


N the mean time, ALMORAN, after 
having effected the transformation, 
was met, as he was Boing to the apart- 
ment of Atmeipa, by Ofmyn. Ofmyn 
had already experienced the mifery of de- 
pendent greatnefs, that kept him conti- 
nually under the eye of a capricious ty- 
rant, whofe temper was various as the 
gales of fummer, and whofe anger was 
judden as the bolt of heaven; whofe 
purpofe and. paffions were dark and im- 
petuous as the midnight ftorm, and 
at whofe command death was inevita- 
ble as the approach of time. When 
E 3 he 
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he faw AtMoran, therefore, in the 
likenefs of Hamert, he felt a fecret 
defire to apprize him of his fituation, 
and offer him his friendfhip. 


Aumoran, who with the form af- 
fumed the manners of Hamer, ad- 
drefled Ojmyn with a mild though 
mournful countenance: * At lenoth,’ 
faid he, ‘ the will of ALmorawn alone 
© is law; does it permit me to hold a 
‘ private rank in this place, without 
‘ moleftation? It permits,’ faid Ofmyn, 
‘ yet more; he has commanded, that 
< you fhould have admittance to AL- 
‘meipA. ALMORAN, whofe vanity 
betrayed him to Matter his own pow- 
er in the perfon of Hamer, replied 
with a fmile: * I know, that Atmo- 
‘ ran, who prefides like a God in fi- 

| lent 
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¢ lent and diftant ftate, feveals the fe- 
‘crets of his will to thee; I know 
‘ that thou art’—* I am,’ faid Ofmyn, 
‘of all thou feeft, moft wretch- 
¢ ed. At this declaration, ALMORAN 
turned fhort, and fixed his eyes upon 
Ofmyn with, a look of furprize and an- 
ger: * Does not the favour of Atmo- 
‘ RAN,’ faid he, ‘ whofe {mile is pow- 
¢ er, and wealth, and honour, fhine 
‘ upon thee?? ¢ My lord,’ faid Of- 
myn, ‘ I know fo well the feverity of 
« thy virtue, that if, I fhould, even for 
‘ thy fake, become perfidious to thy 
© brother’ ALMORAN, who was 
unable to preferve the character of 
Hamer with propriety, interrupted 
him with a fierce and haughty tone: 
‘How!’ faid he, ‘ perfidious to 
| E 4 my 
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« my brother! to ALmMoran perfidi- 
“ ous! 


Ofmyn, who had now gone too far 
to recede, and who ftill faw before 
him the figure of Hamer, praceeded 
in his purpofe: * I knew,’ faid he, 
‘ that in thy judgment I fhould be 
‘ condemned; and yet, the preferva- 
« tion of life is the ftrongeft principle 
‘ of nature, and the love of virtue is 
* her proudeft boaft.2 * Explain thy- 
‘ felf,” faid ALMoran, * for I canact 
“ comprehend thee.” * I mean,’ faid 
Ofmyn, ‘ that he, whofe life depends 
* upon the caprice of a tyrant, is like 
* the wretch whofe fentence is already 
* pronounced; and who, if the wind 
~§ does but ruth by his dungeon, ima- 
* gines that it is the bow-ftring and the 

* mute, 
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£ mute.” ‘© Fear not,’ daid Armo- 
RAN, who now affected to be again 
calm; © be ftill faithful, and thou 
‘ fhalt ftill be fafe.” * Alas!’ faid OF 
myn, * there is no diligence, no toil, 
‘no faith, that can fecure the flave 
© from the fudden phrenfy of paffion, 
‘from the caufelefs rage either “of 
© drunkennefs or luft. I am that flave; 
‘the flave of a tyrant whom I hate.’ 
‘The confufion of ALMORAN was now 
too great to be concealed, and he ftood 
filent with rage, fear, and indignation. 
Ofmyn, fuppofing that his wonder fuf- 
pended his belief of what he had 
heard, confirmed his declaration by an 
oath. 


Whoever thou art, to whofe mind 
AtMoran, the mighty and the proud, | 
4 | fs 
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is prefent; before whom, the lord of 
abfolute dominion ftands trembling and 
rebuked; who feeft the poffeffor of 
power by which nature is controuled, 
pale and filent with anguifh and difap- 
pointment: if, in the fury of thy wrath, 
thou haft aggravated weaknefs into 
euilt; if thou haft chilled the glow of 
affection, when it flufhed the cheek. in 
thy prefence, with the frown of difplea- 
fure, or repreffed the ardour of friend- 
fhip with indifference or neglect ; now, 
let thy heart fmite thee : for, in thy 
folly, thou haft caft away that gem, 
which is the light of life; which power 
can never feize, and which gold can 
never buy! 


The tyrant fell at. once from his 
pride, like a‘ftar from Heaven; and 
Ofmyn, 
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Ofmyn, ftill addreffing lim as Ha- 
MET, at once increafed his mifery and 
his fears: ‘ O,’ faid he, *¢ that. the 
throne of Perfia was thine! then 
¢ fhould innocence enjoy her birth-right 
of peace, and hope fhould bid honeft 
induftry look upward. There is not 
one to whom AtMor aw has delegat- 
ed power, nor one on whom his 
tranfient favour has beftowed any 
sift, who does not already feel his 
heart throb with the pangs of boding 
terror. Nor is there one who, if he 
did not fear the difpleafure of the in- 
vifible power by whom the throne 
has been given to thy brother, would 
not immediately revolt to thee.’ 


“ 


a] * “~ “ * “ A “ nw A “ 


“” 


AtMoRAN, who had hitherto re- 
mained filent, now burft jnto a paffio- 
2 nate 
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nate exclamation of {elf pity: « What 
“can Ido? faid he; ‘ and whither 
‘can Iturn?? Ofmyn, who miftook 
the caiife of his diftrefs, and fuppofed 
that he deplored only his want of 
power to avail himfelf of the general 
difpofition in his favour, endeavour- 
ed to forufy his mind againtt 
defpair: ‘ Your ftate,’ faid he, © in- 
* deed is diftrefsful, but not hovelefs.’ 
The king who, though addreffed as 
Hamer, was ftill betrayed by hts con- 
fufion to anfwer as AEMORAN, fmote 
his breaft, and replied in an agony; 
‘It ts hopeléfs!’ Ofmyn remarked 
his emotion and defpair, with a con: 
cern and altonifhment that ALMORAN 
observed, and at once recollected his 
fituation. ‘He endeavoured to retract 
fuch expreffions of trouble and def- 
pondency, — 
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pondency, as did not fuit the character 
he had affumed; and telling Ofmyn, 
that he thanked him for his friendthipy 
and would inyprove the advantages it 
offered “him, he directed him to acs 
quaint the eunuchs that they were to 
admit him to Atmzipa. When he 
was heft alone, his dowbts and perplet- 
ity held him long in fwlpenfe; a thou-. 
fand expedients accurred to his mind 
by turns, and by turns were rejected. 


His firft thought was te put Ofmyn 
to death: but he confidered, that by 
this he would gain. no advantage, as 
he would be in equal danger from who- 
ever fhould fucceed him: he ‘confi- 
dered alfo, that againft Ofmyn he was 
upon his guard ; and that he might at 
any time learn, from him, whatever 

defign 
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defign might be formed in favour of 
Hamer, by affluming Hamer’s ap- 
‘pearance: that he would thus be the 
confident of every fecret, in which his 
own fafety was concerned; and might 
difconcert the beft contrived projeét ar 
the very; moment of its execution, 
when it would be too late for other 
meafures to be taken: he determined, 
therefore, to let Ofmyn live; at leaft, 
till it became more neceflary to cut 
him off. Having in fome degree 
foothed and fortified his mind by 
thefe reflections, he entered the apart- 
ment of ALMEIDA, 


His hope was not founded upon a 
defign to marry her under the appear- 
ance of HAMET; for that would be im- 
poffible, as the ceremony mutt have 
been performed by the priefts who fup- 

pofed 
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pofed the marriage with Hamer to 
have been forbidden by a divine com- 
mand; and who, therefure, would nog 
have confented, even fuppofing they 
would otherwife have ventured, at the 
requeft of Hamer, to perform a cere- 
mony which they knew would be dif: 
pleafing to ALMoran: but he hopéd. 
to take advantage of her tendernefs for 
his brother, and the particular circum- 
{tances of her fituation, which made: 
the folemnities of marriage impoffible, 
to feduce her to gratify his defires, 
without the fanction which alone ren- 
dered the gratification of them lawful: 
if he fucceeded in this defign, he had 
reafon to expect, either that his love 
would be extinguifhed by enjoyment ; 
or that, if he fhould ftill defire to 
marry Atmeipa, he might, by difclof- 


ing to her the artifice by which he had 
effected 
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effected his purpofe, prevail upon her 
ta. confent, as her connexion with Ha- 
uxt, the chief obftacle to her martiage 
with him, would then be braken- for 
ever; and as fhe might, perhaps, with 
to fanctify the pleafure which fhe might 
be not unwilling to repeat, or at leaft 
to make that lawful which it would not 
be in her power to prevent. 


In this difpofition, and with this de- 
fign, he was admitted to Atmitipa; 
who, without fufpicion of her danger, 
was expofed to: the fevereft triai, in. 
which every paffion concurred to oppole 
her virtue: fhe was folicited by all the 
powers of fubtilty and defire, under 
the appearance of a lover whofe ten- 
dernefs and fidelity had been long tried, 
and whole paffion the returned with 

equal 
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equal conftancy and ardour; and fhe was 
thus folicited, when the rires which alone 
could confecrate their union, were iin- 
poflible, and were rendered impoffible 
by the guilty defiens of a rival; in whofe 
power fhe was, and from whom no 
other expedient offered her ‘a deliver- 
ance. Thus deceived and betrafed, 
fhe received'him with an excefs of ten- 
c@rnefs and joy, which flattered all his 
hopes, and for a moment fulpended 
his mifery. She enquired, with a fond 
and gentle folicitude, by what means 
he had gained admuttance, and how 
he had provided for his retreat. He 
received and returned her careffles with 
a vehemence, in which, to lefs partial 
eyes, defire would have been more ap- 
parent than love, and in the tumult 
of his paffion, he almott neglected her 

Wor. IL. ¥F enquiries : 
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enquiries: finding, however, that fhe 
would be anfwered, he told her, that 
being by the permiffion of ALMORAN 
admitted to every part of the palace, 
except that of the women, he had 
tound means to bribe the eunuch who 
kent the door, who was not in danger 
of deteétion, becaufe ALMORAN, wea- 
ried with the tumult and fatioue of 
the day, had retired to fleep, and 
given order to be called at a certain 
hour. Sne then complained of the fo- 
jicitations to which fhe was expofed, 
expreffed her dreatl of the confequences 
fhe had reafon to-expect from fome fud- 
den fally of the tyrant’s rage, and re- 
tated with, tears the brutal outrage 
fhe had fuffered when he latt left her: 
‘ Though I abhorred him,’ faid the, 
* T yet kneeled before him for thee. 
| Let 
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< Let me bend in reverence to that 
¢ Power, at whofe look the whirlwings 
¢ are filent, and the feas are calm, that 
‘ his .fury has hitherto been reftrained 
‘ from hurting thee !’ | 


At thefe words, the face of Attro- 
RAN Was again covere & with the bluthes 
of confufion : to be {till beloved oalyv 
as ElametT, and as Atmoran to be 
fill hated ; to be thus reproached with- 
out anger, and wounded by thofe who 
knew not that they ftruck him; was a 
{pecies of mifery peculiar to hinvels 
and had been incurred only by the ac- 
quifition of new powers, which he had 
requefted and received as neceffary to 
obtain that felicity, wnich the parfi- 
mony of nature had placed beyond his 
reach. Hits emotions, however, as by 

L 2 ALMEIV.4 
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Aimeipa they were fuppofed to be 
the emotions of Hamer, fhe imputed 
to a different caufe: ¢ As Heaven,” 
fays fhe, * has preferved thee from 
« death; fo has it, for thy fake, pre- 
‘ ferved me from violation.’ ALMo- 
ran, whofe paffion had in this inter- 
val again f{urmounted ‘his remorie, gazed 
eagerly upon her, and catching her to 
his bofom; * Let us at leaft,’ fays he, 
‘ feeure the happinefs that 1s now of- 
* fered; let not thefe ineftimable mo- 
“ ments pafs by us unimproved; but 
‘to fhew that we deferve them, let 
« them be devoted to love.’ * Let us 
‘then,’ faid AtMutpa, * efcape toge- 
‘ ther” © To efcape with thee,’ faid. 
ALMORAN, * 1s impoMble. 1 fhall re- 
‘tire, and, like the fhatt of Arabia, 
‘ leave no mack behind me; but the 
* fiehe 
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* flight of Armetpa will at once be 
* traced to him by whom I was ad- 
© mitted, and I fhall thus retaliate his 
* friendihip with deftru@ion” ¢ Let 
< him then,’ faid Armeripa, © be the 
* partner of our Aight. ¢ Urge it not 
* now,’ faid ALMorawn; ‘ but truft to 
* my prudence and my love, to felect 
« fome hour that will be more favour- 
* able to our purpofe. And yet,’ faid 
he, * even then, we fhall, as now, 
© figh in vain for the completion of 
* our wifhes : by whom fhall our hands 
© be joined, when in the opinion of 
© the priefts it has been forbidden trom 
© above?’ ¢ Save thyfelf then,’ faid At- 
mripa, * and leave me to my fate.’ 
* Not fo,’ faid Atmoran. § What 
“ elle,’ replied Aumeipa, © is in our 
= POWER 2? < It is in our power,’ faid 
3 ALMORAN, 


"0 ALMORAN anp HAMET. 


ALMoran, ‘ <0 feize that joy, to which 
‘ a public form can give us no new 
« faim; for the public form can only 
‘ declare that right by which I claim 
« it now.’ | 


As they were now reclining upon a 
fofa, he threw his arm round her ; but 
the fuddenly fprung up, and burft from 
hin: the tear ftarted to her eye, and 
the gazed upon him with an earneft but 
yet tender look : *Isit?? fays fhe—‘* No 
‘ fure, it is not the voiceef Hamer!’ 
“O! yes,’ faid AuMoran, © what 
© other voice fhould call thee to cance} 
‘ at once the wrongs of Hamer and 
© Armeipas to fecure the treafures ot 
‘thy love from the hand of the rob- 
© ber; to hide the joys, which if now 
‘ we lofe we may Jofe for ever, in the 

© facred 
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*“facred and inviolable ftores of the paft, 
‘ and place them beyond the power 
« not of Armoran only but of fate? 
With this wild effufion of defire, he 
caught her again to his breaft, and 
finding no refiftance his heart extlted 
in his foccefs, but the next moment, 
to the total difappointment of his hopes, 
he perceived that fhe had fainted in his 
arms. When fhe recovered, the once 
more difenoaged herfelf from him, and 
turning away her face, fhe burl into 
tears. When her voice could be heard, 
‘fhe covered herfelf with her veil, and 
turning again towards him, * All but 
this,’ faid fhe, ‘ I had learnt to bear; 
and how has this been deferved by At- 
meipaof Hamer? You was my only 
¢ folace in diftrefs; and when the tears 
‘have ftolen from my eyes in filence 
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.and in folitude, I thought on thee; I 
thought upon the chafte ardour of, 
thy facred friendfhip, which was 
foftened, refined, and exalted ‘into 


wv “ “ t a] 


“ 


love. This was my hoarded treafure ; 
and.the thoughts of poffeffing this, 
_foothed all my anguifh with a mifer’s 
happinefs, who, -bleft in the confci- 
oufnefs of hidden wealth, defpifes 
cold and hunger, and rejoices in the 
midft of all the miferies that make 
poverty dreadful: this was my laft 
retreat; but I am now defolate and 
forlorn, and my foul looks round, 
with terror, for that refuge which it 
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‘ can never find.’ * Find that refuge,’ 
jaid AuMoraAN, * in me” § Alas!’ 
faid ALmMzipa, © can he afford me re- 
‘ fuge from my forrows, who, for the | 
‘ guilty pleafures of a tranfient mo- 
| * ment, 
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© ment, would for ever fiflly the purity 
‘ of my mind, and aggravate misfor- 
* tune by the confcioufnefs of guilt?’ 


As Atmoraw now perceived, that 
it was impoffible, by any importunity, 
to induce her to violate her principles ; 
he had nothing more to attempt, but 
to. fubvert them. ‘ When,’ faid he, 
¢ fhall Atmezirpa awake, and thefe 
‘ dreams of folly and fuperftition va- 
* nifh ? That only ts virtue, by which 
‘ happinefs is produced ; and whatever 
© produces happinefs,’ is therefore vir- 
‘tue; and the forms, and words, and 
* rites, which priefts have pretended to 
‘be required by Heaven, are the 
* fraudful arts only by which they go- 
© vern mankind.’ | 


ALMEIDA, 
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AtMeipa, by this impious infult, 


was roufed from grief to indignation ; 


t 


" 4" 


‘As thou haft now dared,’ faid fhe, 
to deride the laws, which ‘thou 
wouldit firft have broken; fo haft 
thou broken for ever the tender 
honds, by which my foul was united 
to thine. Such.as I fondly believed 
thee, thou art not; and what thou 
art, I have never loved. I have 
loved a delufive phantom only, which, 
while I ftrove to grafp it, has va- 
nifhed from me,’ ALMoRaN attempt- 


ed to reply ;. but on fuch a fubject, 
neither her virtue nor her wifdom 
would permit debate. * That prodigy,’ 
faid fhe, ‘ which I thought was the 


< 


€ 


fleight of cunning, or the work of 
forcery, I now revere as the voice of 


* Heavens; which, as it knew thy heart, 


¢ has 
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‘has in mercy faved nfe from thy 
‘arms. To the will of Heaven thall 
¢ my will be obedient; and my voice 
‘ alfo‘fhall pronounce, to ALMOR AN 
« ALMEIDA.’ 


ALMORAN, whofe whole foul was nqw 
fufpended in attention, conceived new 
hopes of fuccefs ; and forefaw the cer- 
tain accomplifhment of his purpofe, 
though by an effect directly contrary 
to that which he had laboured to pro- 
duce. Thus to have incurred the ha- 
tred of Atmeipa in the form of Ha- 
MET, was more fortunate than to have 
taken advantage of her love ; the path 
that led to his wifhes was now clear 
and open; and his marriage with At- 
MEfDA in his own perfon, waited only 
till he could refume it. He, therefore, 

inftead 
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inftead of {dothing, provoked her te- 
fentment : ‘ If thou haft loved a phan- 
<‘tom,’ faid he, ¢ which exifted only in 
*. }magination ; on fuch a phantom my 
* Jove alfo has been fixed: thou hatt, 
* mtdeed, only the form of ‘what I 
- galled Atmerpa; my love thou haft 
‘rejected, becaufe thou ha& never 
loved, the object of thy paffion was 
not Hamer, buta throne; and thou 
< halt made the obfervance ef rituals, 
in which folly only can fuppofe there 
is good er ill, a pretence to violate 
thy faith, thac thou mayft {til gra- 
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tify thy ambition.’ 


To this injurious reproach, ALMet- 
pa made no reply; and Atmoran 
immediately quitted her apartment, 
that he might reaflume his own figure, 

and 
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and take advantage of the difpofition 
which, under the appearance of H4- 
uit, he had produced in favour of 
himfelf: But Ofmyn, who. fuppofing 
him to be Hamer, had intercepted and 
detained him as he was.going to ALMeI- 
DA, now intercepted him a fecond time 
at his return, having placed himfelf 
near the door of the apartment for that. 
purpofe. 


Ofmyn was by no means. fatisfied 
with the iffue of their laft interview : 
he had perceived a perturbation in the 
mind of "AtMo.Ran, for which, imagin- 
ing him to be Hamer, he could notac- 
eount; and which feemed more extra- 
ordinary upon a review, than when it 
happened ; he, therefore, again entered: 
into. converfation with him, in which he 

farther: 
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farther difclofed his fentiments and de-: 
ficns, ALMORAN, notwithftanding 
the impatience natural to his temper 
and fituation, was thus long detained 
liftening to Ofmyn, by the united in- 
fluence of his curiofiry and his fears; 
his enquiries ftill alarmed him with new 
terrors, by difcovering new objects of 
diftruft, and new inftances of difaffec- 
tion: ftill, however, he refolved, not 
yet to remove Ofmyn from his poft, 
that he might give no alarm by any 
appearance of fufpicion, and confe- 
quently learn with more eafe, and de- 
tect with more Certainty, any: project 
that might be formed againft him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVL 


LMEIDA, as foon as fhe was 

. left alone, began to review the 
fcene that had juft paft ; and was évery, 
moment affected with new wonder, 
grief, and refentment. She now de- 
plored her own misfortune; and now 
conceived adefign to punifh the au- 
thor of it, from whofe face fhe fup- 
pofed the hand of adverfity had torn 
the mafk under which he had deceived 
her: it appeared to her very eafy, to 
take a fevere revenge upon Hamer 
for the indignity which fhe fuppofed he 
had offered her, by complaining of it 
to. 
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to ALMORAN; and telling him, that he 
had gained. admittance to her by brib- 
ing the eunuch who kept the door. 
The thought of thus giving him up, was 
one moment rejected, as arifing from a 
vindictive {pirit; and thenext indulged, 
as an a&t of juftice to ALMoRaN, and 
a punifhment due to the hypocrify of 
Hamer: tothe frft fhe inclined, when 
Ker grief, which was ftill mmgled with 
a tender remembrance of the man fhe 
loved, was predominant; and to the 
jaft, when her grief gave way to indig- 
nation. 


Thus are we inclined to confider the 
fame aétion, either as a virtue, or a 
vice, by the influence of different pat- 
fions, which prompt us either to per- 

mor toavoidit, ALme!pa, from de- 

liberating 
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liberating whether fhe fleould accufe 
Hamer to ALMoRAN, or conceal his 
fault, was led to confider what puniff- 
ment ‘he would either incur or efcape 
in confequence} of her determination ; 
and the images that rufhed into. her 
mind, the moment this became the ob- 
ject of her thoughts, at once deter- 
mined her to be filent: * Could 1 bear 
to fee,” faid fhe, *« that hand, which 
has fo often trembled with delight 
when it enfolded mine, convulftd 
and black! ‘thofe eyes, that as often 
as. they gazed upon me were diffolv- 
ed uf tears of tendernefs and love, 
{tart from the fockets ! 2nd thofe lips 
that breathed the fofteft fighs of eles 
gant defire, diftorted and gaiping in 
the convulfions of death !” | 
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From this image, her mind recoiled. 
ia an dgosy’ of terror and pity; her 
heart funk within her ; her himbs trem- 
bled; fhe funk down upon the fofa, 
and. busi into tears. 


By this time, Hamat, on whole 
form the hikenefs of AtmORAN.- was 
fill inmppreffed, had reached the palace. — 
Fie went inftansby towards.the apart- 
ment-of the women. Inmftead of that 
chearful alacrity, that mixture of zeal 
and reverence and affection, which 
bis eye had been ufed to find. where- 
ever it was turned, he now-eblerved 
confufion, anxiety and terror; wheever 
he met, made hafte te preftrate them- 
feives before him, and- feared to Jeok 
up till -he was paft: He-went on, -how- 
ever, with a hafty pace; and coming up 

to 
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to the euruch’s guard, ‘he faid with an 
EMpatient tone ; ‘ Fo ALmMErpa, Fhe 
flave immediately made way before 
him, and conduéted ‘him to the door 
of the apartment, which hé would not 
otherwife have been able to find, and 
for. which he could not diretly, en? 
quire. 


When he entered, his countenance 
exprefitd all the paffions that his firua- 
tion had roufed in his mind. He -firft 
looked fternly round him, to fee whe- 
ther ALMORAN was not prefent ; and 
then Yetching a deep figh he turned his 
eyes, with a look of mournful tender- 
nefs, upon Atmetpa. His firft view Was 
to difcover, whether Arworan had 
already fupplanted him; and for this 
Paper he collected the whole ftrengtl: 

G2 | ‘of 
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of his mind : Ht confidered that he ap- 
peared now, not as Hamer, but as 
Atmoran; and that he was to quef- 
tion ALMEIDA concerning ALMORAN, 
while fhe had miftaken him for Ha- 
MET; he- was therefore to maintain 
whe character, at whatever. expence, 
till his doubts were refolved, and his 
fears either removed or confirmed : he 
was fo firmly perfuaded, that Atmo- 
pan had been there before him, that ke 
did not afk the queftion, but fuppofed 
the fact; he reftrained alike both his 
tendernefs and his fears; and looking 
earneftly upon AtmeEipa, whd had 
rifen up in his prefence with blufhes 
ard confufion, ‘ Tome,’ fays he, ‘ is 
‘ Avtmeipa ftill cold? and has fhe la- 
“ vithed all her love upon Hamer °? 


At 
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At the name of Hamar, the blufhes 
and confufion of Atmeipa increafed: 
her mind was ftill full of the 3 images, 
which had rifen from the thought of 
what Hamet might fuffer, if Azmo- 
RAN fhould know that he had been 
with her; and though fhe feared that, 
their interview was difcovered, yet fhe 
hoped it might be only fufpected, and 
in that cafe the removal or confirma- 
tion of the fufpicions, on which the 
fate of Hamet depended, would de- 
volve upon her. 


In ghis fituation, fhe, who had but 
a few moments before doubted, whe- 
ther fhe fhould not voluntarily giye 
him up, when nothing more was ne- 
ceflary for his fafety than to be filent ; 
now determined, with whatever relus- 

G 3 vance, 
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tance, to fecure him, though it could 
-not he done without diffimulation, and 
théugh it was probable that in this 
diffimulation fhe would be deteéted. 
inftead, therefore, of anfwering the 
queftion, fhe repeated it: « On whom 
o® faid my lord, on Hamer?’ Hamer, 
whofe fufpicions were increafed by the 
evafion, replied with great emotion, 
* Aye, on Hamer; did he not this 
* moment leave you **. < Leave me this 
‘ moment!’ faid ALMEIDA, with yet 
greater confufion, and ‘deeper bluthes. 
Hamer, in the.impatience of his jea- 
loufy, concluded, that the puffions 
which he faw expseffed in her counte- 
nince, and which arofe from the firug- 
wle between her ‘regard to truth and 
her tendernefs for Hamer, proceeded 
| from 
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from the confctoufnels of what he had 
moft reafon to dread, and fhe to con- 
ceal, a breach of virtue, to which “fhe 
had been betrayed by his own ap- 
pearance united with the vices. of-his 
brother : he, therefore, drew back from 
her with a look of inexpreffible an. 
guifh, and ftood fome time filent. “She 
obferved, that in his countenance there. 
was more expreffion. of trouble, than 
tage; fhe, therefore, hoped to divert 
him from perfuing his enquiries, - by 
at once removing his jealoufy ; which 
fhe fuppofed would beat an_ end, as 
{oon ws the fhould difclofe the refolution 
fhe had taken in his favour. Addreff- 
ing him, therefore, as ALMoRAN, woth 
a voice which though it was gentle and 
foothing, was yet mournful and tremu- 
ious; * Do not turn from me,’ faid fhe, 

G. 4, s wits 
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‘ with thofe unfriendly and frowning 
< looks ; ; give mé now that love which 
: fo lately you offered, and with all the 
¢ future I will atone the paft. , 


Upon Hamer, whofe heart involun- 
tarily anfwered to the voice of A.- 
meipa, thefe words had wrefiftible and 
inftantaneous force ; but recollecting, 
in a moment, whofe form he bore, and 
to whom they were addreffed, they 
ftruck him with new aftonifhment, and 
increafed the torments of his mind. 
Suppofing what he at firlt feared had 
happened, and that ALMoRAN had fe- 
duced her as Hamer; he could not ac- 
count for her now addreffing him, as 
ALMORAN, with words of favour and 
compliance : he, therefore, renewed his 
enquiries concerning himeelf, with ap- 

_ prehenfions. 
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prehenfions of a different kind. She, 
who was ftill folicitous to put an end 
to the enquiry, as-well for the fake of 
Hamer, as to prevent her own em- 
barrafiment, replied with a figh, * Let 
‘ not thy peace be interrupted by one 
‘ thought of Hamer; for of Hamer 
© Armgipa fhall think no more.’ Ha- 
met, who, though he had fortified 
himifelf againft whatever might have 
happened to her perfon, could not 
bear ‘the alienation of her mind, . cried 
out, with looks of diftraction and a 
voice fcarcely human, ‘ Not*think of 
* Hamar !? Atmzrp4, whofe aftonith- 
ment was every moment increafing, re- 
plied, with a tender and interefting en- 
quiry, * Is ALMORAN then offended, 
‘that Apmzipa fhould think of Ha- 
‘ meT no more ?? Hamer, being thus 

addreflid 
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addreffed. ky the name of his brother, 
acain recollected his fituation, and now 
firft conceived the idea,: that the alte- 
ration of Aumeipa’s fentiments with 
reipe& to himielf, might be the effe@ 
of fome violence offered her by Aum o- 
ran in his ltkenefs; he, therefore, re- 
curred to his firtt purpofe, and deter- 
mined, by .a dire& enquiry, to difco- 
ver, whether fhe had feen him under 
that appearance. This enguiry he 
urged with the utmoft folemnity and 
ardour, in terms fumable to his prefent 
appearahice and fituation: * Tell me,’ 
faid he, ‘ have these doors been open 
«to Hamer? ‘Eas he obtained poffel- 
« fion of that treaiure, which, by the 
‘ voice of Heaven, has been allotred-to 
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‘To this double quefgon,e ALmzipa 
anfwered by a fingle negative ; and her — 
anfwer, therefore, was beth fale and 
true: it was true that her perfon was 
ftill jnviolate, and it was true alfo thac 
Hamer had not been admitted to hers 
yet her denial of it was falfe, for fhe 
believed the contrary; Az Moran only 
had. been admitted, but fhe had re- 
ceiyed him as his brother... Hamer, 
however, was fatished with the anfwer, 
and did not difcover its faHacy. He 
looked up to Heaven, with an expref- 
fion of gratitude and. joy; and then 
turning ft Aumziba, * Swear then,’ 
faid he, * that thou hat granted to 
« Hamer, nq pledge af thy lave which 
© fhould be referved for me.’ ALMEI- 
pa, who now thought nething mare 
than the affeveration neceffary to quiet 
his 
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his mind, ammediately complied: < I 
‘ fwear,’ faid fhe, ‘ that to Hamer 
“¢ J have given nothing, which thou 
© would{t wifh me to with-hold: the 
‘ power that has devoted my perfon to 
‘ thee, has difunited my ‘heart from 
¢ Hamer, whom I renounce in thy 
‘ prefence for ever.’ 


Hamer, whofe fortitude and recol- 
leGtion were again overborne, was 
thrown into an agitation of mind, 
which difcovered itfelf by looks and 
gefturea very different from thofe which 
Aumerpa had expected, and over- 
whelmed her with new confufion and 
difappointment : that he, who had fo 
lately folicited her love with all the ve- 
hemence of a defire impatient to be 
gratified, ‘fhould. now receive a decla- 

ration 
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ration that fhe. was ready t6 comply; 
with marks of diftrefs and anger, was 
a myftery which fhe could not folve. In 
the mean time, the ftruggle in his breait 
became every moment-meore violent: 
© Where then,” faid he, * 1s the con: 
‘ ftancy which you vowed to Hamer ; 
* and for what inftance of his love is 
© he now forfaken ? 


ALMEIDA was now more embarraf- 
fed than before , the felt all the force of 
the reproof, fuppofing i it to have been 
given by. ALMORAN ; and fhe could be 
juttified only by relating the particular, 
which at,the. expence of her fincerity 
the had determined to conceal. Ar- 
MORAN was now exalted .in her opi- 
nion, while his form was animated by 
the fpirit of Hamztr; as much. as _ 

| 7 Hamer 
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Hamer hid been degraded, while his 
forth was animated by the fpirit of 
Armoran. In his refentment of her 
perfidy to his rival, though it favoured 
his fondeft and moft ardent withes, there 
was.an abhorrence of vice, and a ge- 
nerofity of mind, which fhe fuppoted 
to have been incompatible with his 
character. To his reproach, fhe could 
reply only by complaint; and could 
no otherwife evade his queftion, than 
by obferving the inconfiftency of his 
own behaviour:.* Your words,’ faid 
fhe, ‘ are daggers to my heart. You 
‘ condemn me for a compliance with 
© your own wifhes and for obedience 
© to that voice, which you fuppoied to 
« have revealed the will of Heaven. Has 
‘ the caprice of defire already wander- 
‘ed to a new object? anddo you 

now 
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¢ now feck a pretence to refale, when. 
© itis freely offered, what folacely you 
© would have taken by foree 2” 


Hamer, who was new fired with re- 
fentment apainft ALMEIDA, Whom yet 
he coukt not: behold without’ defire 
and who; at the fame moment, was. 
impatient to revenge his wrongs upots 
ALMORAR; was fuddenly prompted: 
to fausfy all his paffions, by.taking ad- 
vantage of the wiles of ALMORAN, 
and the perfidy of Aimeripa, to: defeat 
the one and. to punifh-the other. It 
was' now fh his power inftantly: to con- 
fummate his marriage, as a prieftmight 
be procured without a moment’s delay, 
and as ALME:D.’s confent was already 
given; he would then obtain the -pof- 
feflion of her perfon, by the very act 

in 
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in which fhe perfidiouily refigned it to 
his rival ; to whom he would then leave 
the beauties he had already pofleffed, 
and caft from him in difdain, as united 
with a mind that he could never love. 
As his imagination was fired with the 
firft conception of this defign, he 
caught her to his breaft with a fury, 
in which all the paffions in all their 
rage were at once concentered: * Let 
‘ the prieft,’ faid he, * inftantly unite 
‘us. Let us comprize, in one mo- | 
< ment, in this inftant, now, our whole 
‘ of being, and exclude alike the fu- 
‘ture and the paft!’ Then-grafping 
her ftill in. his arms, he looked up to 
heaven: ‘* Ye powers,” faid he, © in- 
‘ vifible but yet prefent, who mould 
¢ my, changing and unrefifling form ; 
« prolong, ‘but for ‘one hour, that 
< myfterious 
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 myfterious charm,. that is now upon 
* pde,.‘and I will be ever shes fubfer- 
S vient to your willl’ 


ALMEIDA, who was terrified at the 
furious ardor of this unintelligible ad- 
drefs, fhrunk from his embrace, pale 
and trembling, without power to fe: 
ply. Hamer gazed tenderly upon 
‘her; and recollecting the purity and 
tendernefs with which he had loved 
her, his virtues fuddenly recovered their 
‘force; he difmiffed her from his em- 
brace; and turniné from her, he 
dropped in filence the tear that flarted 
to his eye, and expreffed, in alow and 
faultering voice, the thoughts that rufh- 
ed upon his mind: ‘ No,’ faid he; 
«Hamer hall ftill difdain the joy, 
* which is at once fordid and tranfient: 

Vot. II. H “an 
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* in. the bgeaft of Hamer, luft thall 
not be the pander of revenge. Shall 
I, who have languifhed for the pure 
delight which can arife only from 
the interchange of foul with foul, 
and is endeared by mutual conf- 
dence and complacency; fhall I {natch 
= under this difeuife, which belies my 
features and degrades my virtue, a 
cafual poffeffion of faithlefs beauty, 
which I] defpife and hate? Let this 
‘be the portion of thofe, that hate 
“me without a caule; but let this be 
‘ far from me!’ At this thought, he 
felt a fuddcen elation of mind ; and the 
confcious dignity of virtue, that in 
fuch a. conflict was victorious, render- 
ed him, in this glorious moment, fupe- 
rior to misfortune : his geflure became 
calm, and his countenance fedate, he 
confidered 
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confidered the wrongs heefuffered, not 
as“a fufferer, but as a judge; and he 
determined at once to difcover himfélf 
to AumeEipDa, and to reproach her with 
her crime. He remarked her confu- 
fion without pity, as the effect not of 
erief but of guilt; and fixing his eyes, 
upon her, with the calm feverity ofa 
fuperior and offended being, * Such,” 

faid he, * is the benevolence of the 
¢ Almighty to the children of the duft, 
‘ that our misfortunes are, like poi- 
© fongy antidotes to each other.” 


Atyeipa, whofe faculties were now 
fufpended by wondey and expectation,, 
looked earneflly at him,. but continued. 
filent. © Thy looks,’ faid Ha MET, 
‘ are full of wonder ; but as yet thy 
* wonder has no caufe, im corhparifon 
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© of that which fhall be revealed. Thou 
: knoweit the prodigy, which fo lately 
© parted Hamet and ALtmeipa: Iam 
¢ that Hamer, thou art that AL MEI- 
¢ pa” AtMeEIDA would now have in- 
terrupted him; but Hamer raifed his 
‘z23ce, and demanded to be heard: ¢ At 
¢ that moment,’ faid he, ‘ wretched 
‘as I am, the child of error and dif- 
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obedience, my heart repined in fecret 
at the defliny which had been written 
upon my head; for 1 then thought 
thee faithful and conflant: but if 
our hands had been then united, I 
fhould have been mo-ré wretched than 
Iam; for I now know that thou 
‘art fickle and falfe. To know thee, 
though it has pierced my foul with 
forrow, has yet healed the wound 
which was inflited when I loft thee : 
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‘ and though I am now eompelled ta 
‘ wear the form of Atmoran, whofe 
‘ vices are this moment difgracing mine, 
* yet in the balance I fhall be weighed 
‘as Hamer, and I thall fuffer only as 
* Tam found wanting.’ 


AtMEIDA, whofe mind was now in 

a tumult that bordered upon diftrac- 
tion, bewildered in a labyrinth of doubt 
and wonder, and alike dreading the 
confequence of what the heard, whe- 
ther it was falfe or true, was yet impa+ 
tient to confute or confirm it; and as 
foon as fhe had recovered her fpeech,, 
urged him for fome teken of the pro- 
digy he afferted, which he might eafiby 
have given, by relating any of the in- 
cidents which themfelves only could 
know. But juttat this moment, AL- 
H 3 MORAN, 
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MORAN, having at laft difengaged him- 
felf from Ofmyn, by whom he had 
been long detained, refured his own 
figure: and while the eyes of ALMEI- 
pa were fixed upon Hamer, his powers 
were fuddenly taken from him, and re- 
fiored in an inftant; and fhe beheld 
the features of ALMorRAN vanifh, and 
gazed with aftonifhment upon his own: 
« Thy features change!’ faid fhe, * and 
« thou indeed art Hamer.’ * The iud- 
* den trance,’ faid he, * has reftored 
« me to my elf ; and from my wrongs 
‘ where fhalt thou be hidden?’ This 
reproach was more than fhe could fuf- 
tain; but he caught her as fhe was fal- 
iitig, and fupported her in his arms. 
This incident renewed in 2 moment all 
the tendernefs of his love: while he 
beheld her diftrefs, and preffed her by 
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the embrace that. fuftained her to his 
bofom, he forgot every injury which he 
fuppofed fhe had done him, and per- 
ceived her recover with a pleafure, that 
for a ‘moment fufpended the fenfe of 
his misfortunes. 


Her firft reflection was upon the 
fnare, in which fhe had been taken; 
and her firft fenfation was joy that fhe 
had efcaped : fhe faw at once the whole 
complication of events that had de- 
ceived and diftreffed her ; and nothing 
more was now neceflary, than to ex- 
plain them to Hamer ; which, how- 
ever, fhe could not de, without difco- 
vering the infincenity of her anfwers go 
the enquiries which he had made, while 
fhe miftook him for. his brother: ¢ If 
«in my heart,’ fays fhe, ¢ thou hat 
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‘ found any wirtye, let it incline thee 
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to pity the vice that 1s mingled with 

: by the vice 1 have been enfnared, 
a I have been delivered by the vir- 
tue. ALMORAN, for now I know 
that if was not thee, ALMORAN, 
when he poffeffed thy form, was with 
me: he prophaned thy love, by at- 
tempts to fupplant my virtue ; I re- 
fifted his importunity, and efcaped 
perdition; but the guilt of ALmo- 
RAN drew my refentment upon Ha- 
met. I thought the vices which, 
under thy form,’ I difcovered in his 
bofom, were thine; and in the an- 


guith of grief, indignation, and dif- 


‘ appointment, my heart renounced 


thee: yet, as I could not give thee 
up to death, I could not difcover to 


‘ Atmoran the attempt which I im- 


‘ puted 
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¢ puted to thee; when you queftioned 
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me, therefore, as ALMOoRAN, 1 was 
betrayed to diffimulation, by the ten- 
dernefs which ftill melted my heart 
for Hamer.’ * IT believe thee,’ faid 


Hamet, catching her in a tran{pert to 
his breaft: * I love thee for thy yin. 
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tue; and may the. pure and exalted 
beings, who are fuperior to the paf- 
fions that now throb in my heart, 
forgive me, if I love thee alfo for 
thy fault. Yet, let the danger to 
which it betrayed thee, teach us ftill 
to walk in the ftrait path, and com- 
mit the keeping of our peace to the 
Almighty ; for he*that wanders in 
the maze of falfehood, fhall pafs By 
the good that he would meet, and 
fhall meet the evil that he would fhun. 
Talfo was tempted; but I was itrength- 
rs * ened 
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“ened to refit: if 1 had ufed the 
© power, which I derived from the arts 
* that have been practifed againft me, 
* to return evil for evil; if I had not 
« difdained a fecret and unavowed re- 
« venge, and the unhallowed pleafures. 
< of a brutal appetite; I might have 
< poffeffed thee in the form of Armo- 
‘ ran, and have wronged irreparably 
‘ myfelf and thee: for how could I 
‘ have been admitted, as Hamer, to 
« the beauties which | had enjoyed 

« as ALMORAN ? and how couldft theu 
‘ have given, to ALMORAN, what in 
«reality had been appropriated by 
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CHAP. XVII 


U T while ALtmespa and Hamer 

were thus congratulating eacho~ 
ther upon the evils which they had 
efcaped, they were threatened by o- 
thers, which, however obvious, they had 
overlooked. 


AtMORAN, who was now exulting 
in the profpect of fuccefs that had ex- 
ceeded" his hopes, and who fuppofed 
the poffeffion of ALE 1p 4 before the 
end of the next hour, was as certain 
as that the next hour wovfld arrive, 
fuddenly entered the apartment; but 
upon difcovering Hamer, he ftarted 

back 
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back aftonifhed and difappointed. Ha- 
MET ftood unmoved; and regarded 
hit with a fixed and flteady look, that 
at once reproached and confounded 
him. ‘ What treachery,’ faid AtMo- 
RAN, © has been practiled againft me ? 
‘ Whathas brought thee to this place ; 
‘and how haft thou gained admit- 
< tance?’ * Againit thy peace,’ faid 
Hamet, ‘ no treachery has been prac- 
‘ tifed, but by thyfelf. By thofe arts 
‘in which thy vices have employed 
« the powers of darknefs, I have been 
c brought hither ; and by thofe arts 
‘ Ihave gained admittance: thy form 
¢ which they have impofed upon me, 
<* was my pafiport ; and by the reftora- 
“ tion of my own, I have detected and. 
‘ difappointed the fraud, which the 
« double change was produced to exe- 

| * cute. 
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¢ cute. ALMEIDA, ‘whom, as Ha- 
‘ met, thou couldft teach to hate thee, 
‘ it is now impoffible that, as ALMo- 
ran, thou fhouldft teach to love.’ 


~*~ 


ALMEIDA, who perceived the ftorm 
to be gathering which the next mv- 
ment would burft upon the head of 
Hamer, interpofed between them, and 
addreffed each of them by turns; urg- 
ing Hamer to be filent, and conjuring 
ALMORAN to be merciful. AL- 
MORAN, however, without regarding 
Atmzipa, or making any reply to 
Hamet, ftruck the ground with his 
foot, and the meffengers of death, to 
whom the fignal was familiar, appeared 
at the door. Anmoran then com- 
manded them to feize his brothet, with 
a countenance pale and livid, and a 

voice 
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voice that was broken by rage. Ha- 
MET was ftill unmoved; but AuMEi- 
DA threw herfelf at the feet of ALmo- 
ran, andembracing his knees was about 
to fpeak, but he broke from her with 
fudden fury: ‘ Jf the world fhould 
* fae,’ faid he, * I would fpurn it off. 
‘ There isno pang that cunning can 
‘ invent, which he fhall not fuffer: 
* and when death at length fhall difap- 
‘ point my vengeance, his mangled 
© limbs fhall be caft out unburied, to 
‘ feed the beafts. of the defert and the 
‘ fowls of heaven.’ During this me- 
nace, AtmeEipa funk down "without 
figns of life; and Hamer ftrugeling 

in vain for liberty to raife her from the 
ground, the was carried olf by fome 
women who were called to her ai- 


fitance. 
In 
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In this awful crifss, Mamer, who 
felt his own fortitude give way, logk- 
ed up; and though he conceived no 
words, a prayer afcepded from his 
heart to heaven, and was accepted by 
Him, to whom our thoughts ‘are 
known while they are yet afar off. Kor 
Hamer, the founfain of ftrength was 
opened from above ; his eye fparkled 
with confidence, and his breaft was di- 
Jated by hape. He commanded the 
guard that were leading him away to 
ftop, and they implicitly obeyed; he 
then ftretched out his hand towards 
AtLMoRAN, whofe fpirit was rebuked 
before him: ‘ Hear*me,’ faid he, 
‘ thou tyrant! for it is thy genius thae 
‘ fpeaks by my voice. What has been 
‘the fruit of all thy guilt, but accu- 
‘ mulated mifery ? What joy. ha(t thou 

¢ de- 
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derived frofn undivided empire? what 


‘ joy from the prohibition of my mar- 


“ 


n 
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riage with Atmerpa? what good 
from that power, which fome evil 
dzmon has added to thy own ? what, 
at this'moment, i3 thy portion, but 
race and anguifh, dilappo!ntment, 
and defpair ? Even J, whom thou 
feeft the captive of thy power, whom 
thou haft wronged of empire, and 
yet more of love; even l am happy, 
in comparifon of thee. I know 
that my fufferjngs, however multi- 
plied, are fhort; for they fhall end 
with life, and no life is long: then 
fhall the everlafting ages commence; 
and through everlafting ages thy fuf- 
ferings' fhall increafe. The moment 
is now near, when thou fhalt tread 


that line which alone is the path to 


‘ heaven, 


ALMORAN ayn HAMET. 113 
“‘heaven, the narrow path that is 
« ftretched over the pit, which fmokes 
‘ for ever, and for ever! When tlftne 
* aking eye fhall look forward to the 
© end that is far diftant, and when be- 
* hind chou fhalt find noretreat; when 
« thy fteps fhall faulter, and thou fhale 
« tremble at the depth beneath, which 
* thought itfelf is not able to fathom ; 
‘then fhall the angel of diftribution 
“ jift his inexorable hand againft thee : 
* fromr the irremeable way fhall thy 
“ feet be fmitten ; thou fhalt plunge in 
‘ the burning flood; and though thou 
© fhaivlive for ever, thou thalt rife no 
« more.’ 


As the words of Hamer ftruck At- 
MORAN with terror, and over-awed him 
by an influence which he could not fur- 

Vor. H. J mount ; 
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mount ; Haat was forced from his 
prefence, before any other orders had 
been given about him, than were im- 
plied in the menace that was addreffed 
¢#® Atmeipa: no. violence, therefore, 
was yet offered him; but he was..fe- 
‘cured, till the king’s pleafure fhould 
be known, in a dungeon not far from 
the palace, to which he was conducted 
by a fubterraneous paffage; and the 
door being clofed upon him, he wasleftin 
filence, darknefs, and folitude, fuch as 
may be imagined before. the voice of 
the Almighty produced light and life. 


When Aimoy an was fufficiently re- 
callected to confider his fituation, he 
-defpaired of prevailing upon ALMEIDA 
#o gratify his wifhes, till her attach- 
anent to Hamer was irreparably bro- 


ALMORAN ann HAMET, 115 


-ken;-and he, therefore, refolved to put 
him to death. With ‘this view: he re- 
peated the fignal, which convenetl the 
minifters of death to his prefence ; but 
the’ found was loft in a peal of 4hun- 
der that inftantly followed it, and the 
Genius, from whom he received the 
talifman, again ftood before him. 


© AtmMoRAN, faid the Genius, * I 
© am now compelled into thy prefence 
© by-the command of afuperior power ; 
* whom, if I fhould dare to difobey, 
« the energy of his will might drive me, 
© in® moment, beyond the’ limits of 
‘ nature and the reAch of thought, to 
‘ fpend eternity alone, without gom- 
fort, and without hope.’ ,¢ And what,’ 
faid Atmoran, * is the will of this 


x mighty and tremendots being: ? <Flis 
te ‘own,’ 
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will,” faid the Genius, «J will reveal 
to thee. Hitherto, thou haft been 
erabled to lift the rod of adverfity 
againft thy brother, by powers which 
nature has not entrufted. to man: as 


‘thefe powers, and thefe only, have 


put him into thy hand, thou art for- 
bidden to lift it againft his life; if 
thou hadit prevailed‘againit him by 
thy own power, thy own power would 
not have been reftrained: to afiet 
him thou art ftill free, but thoy art 
not permitted to deftroy. At the mo- 
ment, in which thou fhalt conceive 


-athought to cut him off by violence, 


the punifhment not thy difobedience 
fhall commence, and the pangs of 
death fhall be upon thee.’ ‘ If then,’ 


faid AtmMoran, ‘ this awful power 


& 


35 the’ friend of Hamet; what yet 


“ remains, 
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* remains, in the ftores of thy wifdom, 
‘ for me? ’Till he dies, I am at once 

« precluded from peace, and faféty, 
* and enjoyment.’ ¢ Look up,’ faid 
the Genius, © for the j ‘ron hand of de- 
‘ fpair is not yet upon thes. Thou. 
‘ canft be happy, only by his deagh; 
¢ and. his life thou, art forbidden to 
© take away: yet mayit thou. ftill arm’ 
¢ hify again{t himfelf ; and if he dies by 
¢ his own hand, thy wifhes will be ful.’ 
< O ratne,’ faid Aumoran, ° but the 
¢ means, and it fhall this moment be 
: accomplifhed | Ir ¢ Select,’ faid the Ge- | 
nius, “ fome friend— 


At the name of friend, ALMoRe@N 
ftarted and looked round jn defpairs 
Fle recollected the perfidy of Ofmyn ;. 
and he fulpected that, from the fame 

I 3 caule,. 
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caufe, all weve perfidious: * While 
* Hamer has yet life,’ faid he, a 
* fear the face of man, as of a favage 
‘ that is prowling forhisprey.’ © Re- 
© linquifh not yet thy hopes,” faid the 
Genius; * for one, in whom thou wilt 
¢ javfully confide, may be found. Let 
‘him fecretly obtain admittance to 
©‘ Hamer, as if by ftealth ; let him 
* profefs an abhorrence of thy réign, 
* and compaffion for his misfortunes ; 
* Jet him pretend that the rack % even 
“ now preparing for him; that death 
« is inevitable, but thar torment may 
‘ be avoided : Jet him then give him 
* a poignard, as the inftrument of de- 
¢ Uverance ; and, perhaps, his own hand 
« may ftrike the blow, that fhall give 
¢ thee peace.’ * Bur who,’ faid ALMo- 
ran, © fhall go upon this important 

« errand ?” 
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© errand?’ * Who,’ repligd the Gehius, 
© but thyfelf? Haft thou not the power: 
* to affume the form of whomfoever 
* thou wouldft have fent?? * I would: 
“have fent Ofmyn,’ faid ALmoran, 
« but that I know him to be ,a traitor.” 
* Let the form of Ofmyn then,” faid 
the Genius, * be thine. The fhadows 
‘ of the evening have now ftretched 
‘tHemfelves upon the earth: com- 
mand Ofmyn to attend thee alone in 
* the-grove, where Solyman, thy fa- 
ther, was ufed to meditate by night ; 
and when thy form fhall-be impreffed 
upon him, J will there feal his eyes. 
in fleep, till thé charm fhall be 
broken ; fo. fhall no evil begat- 
tempted againit thee, ang the trans- 
formation fhall be known only to. 
thyfelf.” 


Sas 


n 


“ | ay “A a ry “ *” 


f. 


I 4 ALMORAN, 


220 ALMORAN ann HAMET. 
- Aumoran, whofe breaft was. again 
Hluminated by hope, was about to ex- 
prefs his gratitude and joy; but the 
Genius fuddenly difappeared. He be- - 
gan, therefore, immediately to follow: 
the inftructions that he had received : 
he commanded Ofmyn to. attend him 
wn the grove, and ferbad every other 
to approach ; by the power of the ta~ 
lifman he affumed his appearance, and 
faw him fink down in the fupernatural 
flumber before him: he then quitted: 
the place, and prepared to vifit Hamer 
in. the prifon. 


CHA P: 
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CHAP. -XVITTI. 


HE. officer who commanded the: 
| auard that kept the ovate of the: 
prifon, was Caled. He was nowe 
next in tru{t and power to. Ofmyn: 
but as he had propofed a revole ta 
Hames, in which Oimyn had refufed 
to concur, he knew. that his life was 
now in his power; he dreaded left, for 
fome flight offence, or in fome fit of 
caufelefs difpleafure, she fhould difclofe 
the jiecret’ to ALMORAN, who. woyild 
then. certainly condemn him to ceath. 
To fecure this fatal fecret, and. put an 
end to his inquietude, he refolved, 

ixom.: 
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fromthe moment that ALMORAN was 
eftablifhed upon the throne, to find 
fomfe opportunity fecretly to deftroy 
Ofmyn: in this refolution, he was con- 
firmed by the enmity, which inferior 
miinds never fail to conceive againtt 
that merit, which they cannot but en- 
vy without fpirit to tmulate, and by 
which they feel themfélves difgraced 
without an effort to acquire equal ho- 
nour; it was confirmed alfo by the 
hope which Caled had conceived, that, 
upon the death of Ofmyn, he fhouid 
fucceed to his poft: his apprehenfions 
hikewife were increafed, by the cloom 
which he remarked in the countenance 
of Ofmyn; and which not knowing that 
it arofe from fear, he imputed to jea- 
Joufy and malevolence. 


When 
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- When AtmMoran, whp had now als 
fumed the appearance of Ofmyn, had; 
paffed the fubterranean avenue to the 
dungeon in which Hamer was confined, 
he was met by Caled ;’of whom he de-. 
manded admittance to the prince, , and 
produced his own fignet, asa tefti mony 
that he came with the authority of. 
the king. As if was Caled’s intereft to 
fecure the favour of Ofmyn till an op- 
portunity fhould offer to cut him off, 
he received him with. every poffible 
mark of refpeét and reverence; and 
when he was gone into the dungeon, 
he cammanded a beverage fo be pres 
pared for him again& he fhould return, 
in which fuch {pices were infufed, as 
might expel the malignity hick, in, 
that place, might be received with the 
breath of life; and taking hifelf the 

key 
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key ‘of the prifon, he waited at the 
door. 


When Armoran entered the dun- 
geon, with a lamp which he had re- 
ceived fram Caled, he found Hamer 
fitting upon the ground: his counte- 
nance was impreffed with the charac- 
eers of grief; but it retained no marks 
either of anger or fear. When he 
looked up, and faw the features of 
Ofmyn, he judged that the mutes were 
behind him; and, therefore, rofe up, 
to prepare himfelf for death. Atmo- 
ran bchéld his calinnefs and foreitude 
with the involuntay praife of admira- 
tion: yet perfifted in his purpofe with- 
eut remorfe. ‘ I am come,’ faid he, 
© by the command of ALMORAN, to 
© denounce that fate,, the bicternefs of 

which 
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which I will enable thge to avoid.’ 
And what is there,’ *faid Hamer, 
in my fortunes, that has prompted 


. thee to the danger of this atrempt 2” 


The utmoit that I éan give thee,’ 


{aid ArmMoran, I can give thee with 


« 


rf 


| ad 


: an 


ad 


ra 


“ 


ww 


ad 


ww” 


“a 


out danger to myfelf: but though I 
have been placed,sby the hand of for- 
tune, near the*perion of the tyrant, 
yet: has my heart in. fecret been thy 
friend. If I am the meffenger of 
evil, impute it to him only by whom 
itis devifed. The rack is now pre- 
paring to receive shee; and every 
art of ingenious cruelty willebe ex- 
haufted to protract and to increafe 
the agonies of death.” * And what,’ 


faid Hamer, ‘ can thy friendthip offer 


& 


9 
me?’ © can offer thee,’ faid ALMo- 


maN, © that which will at once difmifs 


thee 
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¢ thee to thefe regions, where the wick- 
< ed ceafe from troubling, and the 
‘‘weary reft for ever.” He then pro- 
duced the poignard from his bofom; 
and prefenting itto Hamer, ‘ Take 
§ this,’ faid he, ¢ and fleep in peace.’ 


Hamer, whofe heart was touched 
with fudden joy at the fight of fo un- 
expected a remedy for every evil, did 
not immediately reflect, that he was 
not at liberty to apply it: he-fnatched 
it in a tranfport from the hand of AL- 
MORAN, and exprefied his fenfe of the 
obligation by clafping him in his arms, 
and fhedding tHe tears of gratirude in 
his breaft. * Be quick,’ fid ALMoran: 
‘ this mement I muft leave thee; and 
‘ in the next, perhaps, the meflengers 
‘ - of deftragtion may ‘bind thee to the 

© rack.’ 
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rack. * I will be quick,’ faid Ha- 
MET ; ‘ and the figh that cfhall laft 
‘ linger upon my lips, fhall blefs thee. 
They then bid each ,other farewel ; 
ALMORAN retired from the dungeon, 


and the door was again clofed tipor 
Hamer. 


Caled, who waited at the door till 
the fuppofed Ofmyn fhould return, 
prefented him with the beverage which 
he had prepared, of which he recounted 
the virtues ; and ALMORAN received it 
with pleafure, and having eagerly drank 
it off,” returned to the palace. As 
foon as he was alone, he refumed his 
own figure, and fate, with a confidént 
and impatient expectation,’ that in a 
fhort ‘time a meffenger would be dif- 
patched to acquaint him. with the death 

of 
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of Mamet. Plamer, in the mean time, 
having grafped the dagger in his hand, 
ant raifed his arm for the blow, « This,’ 
faid he, * is my paffport to the realms 
‘of peace, the immediate and only 
“obec of my hope!’ But at thee 
words, his mind inftantly took the 
alarm: * Let me reflect,’ faid he, ‘ a 
“moment: from what can I derive 
‘hope in death ?—from that patient 
« and perfevering virtue, and from that 
‘ alone, by which we fulfill the tafk 
‘ that is affigned us upon the earth. 
‘Is it not our duty, to fuffer, as well 
«as tofact ? If my own hand ¢onfigns 
« me to the grave, what can it do but 
‘ perpetuate that mifery, which, by 
‘ difobedience, I would fhun? what 
* can it do, but cut off my life and 
* hopé together ?? With this reflec- 

x tion 
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tion he threw the dagger’ from him ; 
and ftretching himfelf sgain upon the 
ground, refiened himfelf to the difgo- 
fal of the Father of man, moft Merci- 
ful and Almighty. 


Atmoran, who had now refolved to 
Jend for the intelligence which he Idhe- 
ed to hear, wassdifpatching a meffen- 
ger to the prifon, when he was told 
that Caled defired admittance to his 
prefence, At the name of Caled, he 
ftarted up in an extafy of joy; and 
not coubting but shat Hamer was 
dead, he ordered him to be snftantly 
admitted. When he came in, Atmo- 
kaN made'no enquiry about Hamer, 
becaufe he would not appear to expec 
the event, which yet he fuppoled he_ 
had brought about; he, therefore, 
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afked him gnly ‘upon what bufinefs he 
eame. ¢ come, my lord,’ faid he, ¢ to 
‘<apprize thee of the treachery of Of- 
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myn.’ © | know,’ faid ALmoran, 
that Ofmyn is a traitor, but of 
what coft thou accufe him? * As I 
was but now,” faid he, * changing 
the guard which 3 fet upon Hamer, 
Ofmyn came up td’ the door of the 
prifon, and producing the royal fig- 
net demanded admittance. <As the 
command which I received,.when he 
was delivered to my cuftody, was ab- 
folute, that no” foot fhould enter, I 
doubted whether the tokenchad not 
been obtained, by fraud, for fome 
other purpofe ; yer, as he required ad- 
mittance only, I complied: but that 
if any treachery had been contrived, 
I might detect it; and that no arti- 

« fice 
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€ fice might be practifed'to favour an 
* efcape ; I waited myklf at the door, 
‘ and liftening to their difcourfe I oyer- 
* heard the treafon that I fufpected.’ 
© What then,’ faid Aumoran, * didft 
* thou hear?’ A part of what was faid,’ 
replied Caled, ¢ efcaped me: but I 
‘ heard Ofmyn, ]jke a perfidious™and 
‘ prefumptuouseflave, call ALMORAN 
‘ atyrant; I heard hjm profefs an in- 
‘ violable friendfhip for Hamer, and 
‘ affure him of deliverance. What 
‘ were the means, I know not; but he 
« talked’ of fpeed, and fuppofed thar 
‘ the effect was certain.’ 


Autmoran, though he was ft] im- 
patient to hear of Hamer; and dffco- 
vered, that if he was dead, his death, 
was unknown to Caled, was yet 
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notWithftanding rejoiced at what he 
heard: and as he knew what Caled 
toll him to be true, as the converfation 
he related had paffed between himfelf 
and Hamer, he exulted in the pleaf- 
ing confidence that he had yeta friend; 
the elooms of fufpicion, which had in- 
volved his mind, were diMpated, and 
his countenance brightened with coni- 
placency and joy: He had delayed to 
put Ofmyn to death, only becaufe he 
could appoint no man to fuccetd him, 
of whom his fears did not render him 
equally fulpicious : but having now 
found, in Caled, a friend, who'e fide- 
lity had been approved when .there had 
been no intention to try it; and being 
impatient to reward his zeal, and to 
inveft his fidelity with that power, 
which woukl render his fervices moft 

important 5 
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important ; he took a ring frome his 
own finger, and putting it upon, that 
of Caled, * Take this,’ faid he, © as 
“a pledge, that to-morrow Ofmyn 
¢ fhall lofe his head ;%and that, from 
‘‘this moment, thou are invefted with 
¢ his power.’ 


Caled having§ in the converfation 
between ALMORAN and Hamer, dit- 
cerned indubirable treachery, which he 
imputedtoOfmyn whole appearance As- 
MORAN had then affumed, eagerly feized 
the opportunity to *deftroy him; he, 
therefoye, not truftine to the®@vent of 
his accufation, had mingled poifon in 
the bowl which he prefented to Ar Mo- 
nan when he came out from Hamer: 
this, however, at firft he had refoived 
to conceal, 
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-Inconfequénce of his accufation, he 
fuppofed ‘Ofmyn would be queftioned 
upon the rack ; he fuppofed allo, that 
the accufation, as it was true, would be 
confirmed oy his confeffion; that what 
ever’ he’ fhould then fay to the preju- 
diceesof his accufer, would be difbe- 
Nieved ; and that. When after a few 
hours the poifon fhould take effeét, no 
inquifition would be made into the 
death of a criminal, whom the bow- 
ftring or the feimitar would otherwife 
have been employed to deftroy. But 
he now hoped to derive new merit from 
an act of zeal, which Atmor#n had 
approved before’ it was known, by 
condemning his rival to die, whofe 
death he had already infured: © May 
© the withes of my Jord,” faid he, * be 
' always anticipated ; and may it be 
found, 
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* found, that whatever he ordairs is 
already done: may he®accept the zeal 
of his fervant, whom he has delight- 
ed to honour; for, before the light of 
the’ morning fhall refurn, the eyes of 
‘Ofmyn fhall clofe in eyerlafting 
« darknels.’ 
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At thefe words, the countenance of 
AtMoran changed ;° his cheeks be- 
came pale, and his lips trembled : 
¢ What- then,’ faid he, * haft thou 
¢ done ?? Caled, who was terrified and 
aftonithed, threw kimfelf upon the 
ground, and was unable to rePly. At- 
MORAN, who now, $y the utmolt ef- 
fort of his mind, reftrained his confu- 
fion and his fear, that he might learn 
the truth from Caled without diffimus 
lation or difguife, raifed him from the 

RK 4 pround 


136 ALMORAN ann HAMET. 


ground and repeated his enquiry. ‘ If 
‘ I have erred,” faid Caled, ¢ impute it 
¢ not: when I had detected the trea- 
© chery of Ofmyn, I was tranfported 
‘by my zeal ror thee. For proof 
‘that he is guilty, ] appeai now to 
‘ himfelf for he yet lives: but thar 
‘he ‘might not efcape the hand of 

« juftice, I mingled, ' in the bowl I 
« gave him, the drugs of death.’ 


At thefe words, Atmoran, ftrik- 
ing his hands together, looked up- 
ward in an agony of defpair and hor- 
ror, andi fell back upon a fofa that was 
behind him. Caled, whofe aftonith- 
ment was equal to his difappointment 
and“his fears, approached him with a 
trembli ing though hafly pace; but as 
he ftooped to fupport him, Atmo- 
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ran fuddenly drew his, dagger eand 
ftabbed him to the hedtt; and repeat- 
ed the blow with reproaches and exe- 
crations, till his ftrength failed him. 


In this dreadful moment, the Genius 
once more appeared befote him ; at the 
fight of whom he waved his hand, but 
was unable to {peak. ‘ Nothing,’ faid 
the Genius, ‘ that has happened to At- 
‘ moRAN, is hidden from me. Thy 
‘ peace. has been deftroyed alike by 
« the defection of Ofmyn, and by the 
‘ zeal of Caled: thy life may yet be 
« preferved , but it can be @referved 
‘ only byacharm, which Hamer muft 
‘ apply.’ “Armoran, who had raifed, 
his eyes, and conceived fome languid 
hope, when he heard that he m: ight yes. 

lye; 
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live » caft them again down in defpair, 
when he heard* that he could receive 
life only from Hamet. ‘* From Ha- 


‘ 
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MET, faid he, ‘ I have already taken. 
the power tocfave me; I have, by 


thy counfl, given him the inftru- 


ment of death, which, by thy coun- 
fel"alfo, 1 urged hjm to ufe: he re- 
ceived it with joy, end he is now 
doubtlefs numbered with the dead.’ 
Hamer,’ faid the Genius, * is not 
dead; but from the fountain of vir- 
tue he drinks life and peace. Jf 
what I fhall propale, he refafes to per- 
form, not all the powers of | earth, 
and fea, and ain, if they fhould com- 
bine, can give ‘thee life: but if he 
complies, the death, that is now fuf- 


« pended over thee, fhall fall upon his 


* head ;. and thy life hall be ; again de- 


¢ livered 
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« livered to the hand of tyne.’ ‘ Make 
‘ hafte then,’ faid ArMoran, < and 
‘ { will here wait the event.’ ‘ dhe 
¢ event,’ faid the Genius, ‘ is not dif: 
‘ ftant; and it is the*laft experiment 
‘which my power can make, either 
‘ upon him or thee: when: the ftar of 
‘ the night, that €s now ‘near the ho- 
‘ rizon, fhall fer? I will be with him, 


When ALMoRAN was alone, he re- 
flected, that every act of 4epernatural 
power which the Genius*‘fiad enabled 
him to perform, had*brought upon him 
fome wew calamity, though & always 
promifed him fome new advantage. As 
he would not impute this difappoint-, 
ment to the purposes for which he em- 
ployed the power that he had receivedy 
he indulged a falpiciony that it pro- 

ceeded 
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ceeded from ,the perfidy of the Being 
by whom ic wad beftowed ; in his mind, 
therefore, he thus reafoned with him- 
felf: « The Genius, who has pretend- 


* 


ed to be the* friend of ALMORAN, 
has been fecretly in confederacy with 
Hamet: why elfe do I yet figh in 
vain for ALmeipae? and why elfe did 
not Hamer perifh, When his life was 
in. my power ? By his counfel, I pér- 
fuaded Hamer to deflroy himfelf; 
and, in thevery act, I was betrayed 
to drink the potion, by which | fhail 
be deftroyed: It have been led on, 
from mfifery to mifery, by inefetual 
expedients, and fallacious hopes. In 
this crifis of my fate, I will not truft, 
with imp}icit confidence, in another : 


«J will be prefent at the interview of 


6 


this powerful, but fufpected Being, 
| © with 


ta] 


Lal 


rn) 


“ 


wn 


“ 


“ 
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with HaMETe, and whé can tell? but 
that if I detect a fraud, may be 
able to difappoint it: however pow- 
erful, he is not omnifcient ; I may, 
therefore, be prefent, unkhown, and 
unfufpected even by him, ma form 
that I can chufe by a thoughts to 
which he cannot*be confcious.’ 


CHAP 
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CHAP. XIX. 


N confequence of this refolution, 

ALMORAN, having commanded 
one of the foldiers ee the guard that 
attended upon Hamer into an inner 
room of the palace, he ordered him 
to wait there till his return: then mak- 
ing fat the door, he affumed his fi- 
gure, and went. immediately to the 
dungeon , where producing his fignet, 
he faid, he had received orders from 
the king to remain with the prifoner, 


till the watch ‘expired. 


As 
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As he entered withoutdpeakings and 
without a hicht, Hamer ¢onginued 
ftretched upon the ground, with” hig. 
face towards.the earth; and Atmo~ 
RAN, having filently retired to a re 
mote corner of the place, waited: ae 
the appearance of the Genius. 


The dawn of the morning now 
broke; and, in a few minutes, the 
prifon Shogk, and the Genius appeared. 
He was vifible by a lambent light thar 
played around him, and Hamer itart- 
ing from the ground, “turned to the vi- 
fion with reverence and, wonder : but 
as the Omnipotent was ever prefent 
to his mind, to whom all beings i in gl 
worldsare obedient, and on whomalone 
he relied for protection, he was neither’ 


confufed nor afraid. ‘ Hamer,’ faid 
the 
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the Genius, ¢ the crifis of thy fate is 
‘ near.’ € Who art thou,” faid Hamer, 
¢ ahd for what purpofe art thou come ?? 
¢ T am,’ replied the Genius, ‘ an inha- 
‘ bitant of the world above thee ; and 
* to the will of thy brother, my pow- 
‘ ers have been obedient: upon him 
‘ they have not conftrred happinefs, but 
* they have brought evil upon thee. It 
‘ was my voice, that forbad thy mar- 
* riage with ALMEIDA; and my voice, 
‘ that decreed the throne to Atmo- 
‘ ran: I gave him the power to af- 
< fume thy form; and, by me, the 
« hand of oppreffion is now heavy upon 
‘thee. Yet I kave not decreed, that 
‘he fhould be happy, nor that thou 
© fhouldf be wretched: darknefs as 
‘ yet refts upon my purpote ; but my 
+ heart in’ fecret is. thy friend.’ « If 
© thou 
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thou art, indeed my, friertd,* faid 


Hamer, ¢ deliver mefrom this prifon ; 


¢ 


¢ 


4 


* 


¢ 


6 


and preferve Hamrr‘for ALMBIDA.’ 
Thy deliverance,’ faid the Genius, 
muft depend ypori thyfelf. There 
iS a charm, of which the power.is 
great ; but it is,by thy will only, that 
this power cansbe exerted? 


The Genius then Held out towards 


him a fcroll, on which the feal of fe- 


ven powers was impreffed. ‘ Take,’ 
faid he, ‘ this fcroll, in which the myf- 


tal 


¢ 


“ 


a 


a 


“ 


“ 


teriows name of Orofmades is writ- 
ten. Invoke the fpirits, that refide 
weltward from the rafing of the fun; ; 
and northward, ‘in the regions of 
eold and darknefs: then ftretah oat’ 
thy hand, and a lamp of fulphur, {elf 
kindled, fhall burn before thee. “Tn 
the fire of this Jamp,. confume that 
Vor. I. L ¢ which. 
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‘which | naw give thee; and as the 
¢ fmoke,« into which it changes, fhall 
“mix: with the air, a mighty charm 
¢ fhall be formed, which ,fhall defend 
‘thee from all mifchief: from that 
<“inftant, no poifon, however potent, 
‘can, hurt thee; nor fhall any pri- 
‘fon cohfine: in ohe moment, thou 
© thale be reftored to thé throne, and to 
‘ Aumeipas and the Angel of death, 
* fhall Jay his hand upon thy brother; to 
‘ whom, if I had confided this-latt bet 
¢ effort of my power, he would have fe- 
© cured the good to himfelf, and have 
* transferred the evil to thee. 


Axtmoran, who had liftened unfeen 
to this addrefs of the Genius to Ha- 
‘M=T, was now confirtic! in his fufpici- 
ons, that ewil had been ultimately in- 
tended? againft him, and that he had 

been 
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been ehtangled in the toils of perfidy, 
while he believed: him(elf to be affitted 
by the efforts of friendhhip: he wa? alio. 
convinced, that by. the Genius he was 
not known to be prefent.. Hamer, 
however, ftood {till doubtful, and. Az’- 
MORAN was kept filent by his fears. 
© Whoever thou-art,’ faid Hamer, 
© the condition-of the adyantage$ which, 
‘ thou haft offered me, is fuch as it 
‘is not lawful to fulfll: thefe horrid 
* rites, and this commerce with unholy 
* powers, are prohibited to mortals in 
« the Law of life.’ ‘See thou to that,” 
-faid the Gentus: $ Geod and evil are 
© before thee ; that,which I now offer 
« thee, 1 will offer no more.’ 


Hamer, who had not fortitude ta 
give up at once the pofbility of fe- 
L 2 curing: 
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curing the advantages that had been of- 
fered,, ane who was feduced by human 
frailty to deliberate at leait upon the 
choice; ftretched out his hand, and re- 
ceiving the fcroll, the Genius inftantly 
ine: ed. That which had been 
proprfed as atrial of his virtue, At- 
moran Believed indved to be an offer 
of advantage ; he had hd hope, there- 
fore, but that Hamer would refule 
the conditions, and that he thould be 
fable to obtain the talifman, arid fulfill 
them himfelf: he judged that the mind 
of Hamer was th fufpenie, and was 
doubtful to which fide it might finally 
incline ; he, therefore, inftantly affumed 
the voice and the perion of Omar, that 
by the influence of | his council he 
might be able to turn the feaie. 


3 When 
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When the ¢ehange was effected, he 
called. Hamer by his't name.; and Ha- 
MET, who knew che voice, anfwered . 
him ina tran{port of joy and wonder : 
‘My friend,’ faid Be, ‘.my father! 
in this dreary folitude, in this heur 
‘of trial, thou art welcome to my 
foul: as liberty; and life! Guide me 
to thee by thy voice; and tell me, 
while I hold thee to*’my bofom, how 
« and wherefore-thou art come?’ * Do 

not now afk me,’ faid Atmoran: 
it is enough that I am here; and 
that I am permitted to warn thee of 
the.precipice, on which thou ftand- 
“eft, It is enough, that concealed in 
this darknefs, I have overheard the 
fpecious guile, which fome evil der 
mon has pra¢tifed upon thee.’ * fs is 
‘ then certain,” faid Plamet, ° that 
| ee « this 


we” 


“ 


A 


a 


a“ 


a 


a 


“a 


a 


a 


“A 


“ 


“A 
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« this. being iscevil 2” * Js not that be- 
« ing eyil, faid Amoran,’ ¢ who pro- 
‘ potes evil, as the condition pf good ?” 
‘ Shall I then,” Gad HamMeEt, ‘ renounce 
. my liberty and life? The rack is now 
: ready ; ; and, perhaps, the next mo- 
« meng, its tortures will be inevitable.’ 
« Let me'afk thee then,’ faid Atmo- 
‘ nan, * to preferve thy life, wilt thou 
‘ deftroy thy foul?’ * O! ftay,’ fard 
Hamretr—‘* Let me -not be tried too 
« far! Let the ttrength of Him who ts 
‘ Almighty, be manifeft in my weak- 
‘ nefs!? Hamzrt then paufed a few mo- 
ments; ‘out he was no longer in 
doubt: and ALyoran, who difbe- 
eved and defpifed the arguments, by 
which he intended to perfuade him to 
renounce what, upon the fame condi- 
tion, he was‘ impatient to fecure for 
himfelf; 
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himfelf, conceived hopesjthat he fhould 
fuicceed ; and thofe hopes were inftantly 
confirmed.” ‘* Take then,’ faid,Ha- 
MET, ‘ this unholy charm; and fe= 
‘ move it far fromi me, as the fands of 
¢ Alai from the trees of Omans ‘left, in 
© fome dreadful hour, “my virtue may 
¢ failme, and thy counfel may be want- 
‘ing! Give it me then,’ faid, ALmo- 
ran; and feeling forthe hands of each 
other, ‘he f{natched it from him in an 
extaly of joy, and inftangly refuming his 
own voice and figure, he cricd out, 
« At length I have prevailed : and life 
‘ and love, dominion and rgvenge, are 
¢. now at once in my hand !?- 


Hamet heard and knew the? voice 
of his brother, with aftonifhment ; but 
it was too-late to with that he.had with- 

held 
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held tye charm, which his virtue would 
not permit Him to ufe. « Yet a few 
“, mosnents palsy” faid ALMorsn, ‘and 
©‘ thou art nothing.’ Hamer, who 
doubted not.of the. power of the -ta- 
lifman,’ and knew that Atmoran had: 
no principles which would reftrain him 
from ufing i it to his deftruction, refign- 
ed himfelf to death, with.a facred joy 
that he had efcaped from guilt. At- 
MORAN then, with.an elation of mind 
hat fparkled in. his eyes, and olowed 
upon his cheek, ftretched out his hand, 
in which he held the fcroll,; and'a lamp 
of burning fulphur was immediately 
fufpended in the air before him: he 
held the myfterious writing tn the flame, 
and 4s it began to burn, the place 
fhook with reiterated thunder, of which | 
every peal was more terrible, and. more 
| loud. 
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loud. Hamer, wrapping his robe found. 
him, cried out, « In the Fountain of 
_ © Life thee flows fot ever, let my life be 
' mingled |. Let me not be, as if I had 
© never been ; but til con{cious Of my 
‘ being, let me ftill glorify. Him.from 


« whom it is dtrived, and be ftill happy 
‘ in his love!” 


ALMORAN, who was ,abforbed in 
the’ anticipation ° of his, own felicity, 
heard the thunder without dread, as the 
proclamation of his triumph: ¢ Let 
< thy hopes,” faidhe, ‘ be thy por- 
* tion; and the pee teat I have 
« feesned. fhall be mine.’ As he pro-. 

nounced thefe words, "he ftarted as ata 
fudden pang; his eyes became fixed, | 
and his pofture immoveable ; yet hig 
fenfes ftilk remained, and he perceived 
the 
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the Genius once, more te ftand before 
him. ¢ Aimoran,” faid he, © to the 
““taft founds which thou fhal? hear, -let 


“ 


“ 


“ 


ta) 


wn 


“ 


ta) 


“ 


al 


ta 


“ 


“ 


€ 
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thine ear be attentive! Of the fpirits 


that rejoice to fulfill the pirpofe of 
the” Almighty, I am one. To Hs 

MET; and to ALM ORAN, I have been 
commiffioned from: above : I, have 
been appointed to perfect virtue, by 
adverfity; and in the folly of her 
own projects, .to entangle vice. The 


~ charm, which could be formed only 


by guilt, has power only to produce 
mifery: of every good, which thou, 
Atmoran, wouldft have fecured ‘by’ 
difobedience, the oppofite evil is thy 


‘portion ; and of every evil, which 
thou, Hamer, waft, by obedience, 
* willing to incur, the oppofite good is 
‘ 


beftowed upon thee. -To thee, Ha- 
MET’, 
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¢ MET, are new given *the throne of 
w thy father, and ALMEIDA “And thopy,. 
x ALMORAN, who, while I fpeak, tat 
‘ incorporating with the earthy fhalt.re- 
< main, through All generations, 4 me- 
$. morial of the truths swhich thy life 
« has taught !* 


At the words. of, the Genitls, tlie 
earth trembled beneath, and above the 
walls of the prifon eifappegred : the fi- 
gure ok ALmoxan, which was har- 
dened into ftone, expanded by degrees ; 
and a rock, by which his form and at- 
titude are ftill rudely exprefied; became 
at oncé a monument of hig punifhment 
and his guilt. 


Such are the events recorded by Ac- 7 
met, the Uefcendant of the Prophet, 
5 and 
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and the preac:.er of righteoufhefs | for, 
to Acexs that which pafied in fecret 
suas revealed by the Angel -/ inftruc- 
tion, that the world might. know, that, 
to the wicle:d, increufe of péwer is jn- 
creafe of wretchednefs; ‘and that thole 
who condemn the folly’of an attempt 
to defeat the purpofe of a Genius, 
iiight no longer hope to ¢lude the ap- 
pointment of the Moft High. 
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